
  

 

January 2023                                            GLAD TIDINGS! 

 Congregational United Church of Christ Neenah / Menasha                          

Gathered by the lake, 
      we are 
Embraced by God  
      to grow 
Empowered by Christ 
       to care, 
Enriched by the Holy Spirit 
       to celebrate 

(Continued on next page) 

Happy New Year, friends! 
 Every now and again, someone in the congregation asks me a theological or spiritual 
question that deserves a considered response.  The question is commonly framed around  
something we do in worship or a doctrinal belief asserted by one of the statements of faith the 
UCC values. 
 Recently, I was asked just such a question:  Why does our congregation (and especially I 
as your pastor) sometimes refer to Jesus as King?  What is the meaning of such a designation?  
Here are a few thoughts in response. 
 We use this term because it is used in the Bible and has come down to us as part of our 
tradition and over time has helped people describe their faith.  That said, it is important to                
consider that the Bible reflects the eras in which its various books were written.  With regard to 
kings and kingship, ancient Israel was ruled by a monarch, David—whom the One Holy God was 
believed to have personally selected for the job!—and then by David’s filial descendants, many of 
whom were not up to the job.  When the Hebrew prophets called for alternatives to bad rule by 
inept or corrupt kings, they didn’t typically promote overthrowing the monarchy but instead               
imagined the advent of a better, wiser, kinder, more godly king!  Early Christians believed that 
Jesus was precisely that sort of leader!  And the politically established kings and rulers of the day 
seem to have feared that Jesus might be such a king.  Pontius Pilate famously crucified Jesus             
under a sign that read “The King of the Jews.”  So, on one level, we use the designation “King” 
for Jesus as part of an ongoing conversation with our own tradition.  Engaging with the ideas 
such words represent keeps us anchored in our own story. 
 This doesn’t mean that we ought to employ freighted words like “king” without clear       
thinking about what they mean or imply.  It would do Jesus a grave disserve if we in his church 
implied that he is a king like Herod or Caesar.  He is not!  Jesus is more like the anti-Herod and 
the anti-Caesar.  Rather than grasping power and using it for self-aggrandizement, Jesus empties 
himself of power and gives it away.  Nor does Jesus try to vanquish his enemies, or maintain his 
disciples’ loyalty through fear and terror.  Actually, at his trial before Pilate, Jesus declined to call 
himself a king.  So, if Jesus is a king, he is a new kind of king.   
 While “King” is not my preferred way to think of or describe Jesus, I do appreciate that the 
term draws my attention to some important theological and spiritual associations.  For example, 
calling Jesus “King” reminds me that this descendant of David’s royal family carries on and                
carries out his people Israel’s best dreams.  Specifically, I expect that his reign is one that will 
bless all the families and peoples of the earth.  And, in affirming the kingship of Jesus, I am                 
enthusiastically embracing my citizenship in the kingdom of God, which (judging from the          
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Please keep the                              

following in 
your thoughts 
  and   prayers:  

 

 
Dar Schuff 
Shirl Alix  
Brian Stoll 

Neil Montour 
Jerry Hupe 

Homebound:  
Judy Doornbos.  

Paul Franke,  
 Carol Sweet 
Carol Wilcox  

We would like to wish all a happy    
birthday or anniversary. If your                   
birthday or   anniversary was omitted , 
or you would rather not have it                 
published, please contact the church 
office. 

Pastor Dave will be on vacation 
the  week of Jan 9th. He will             
return January  15th.  

01/02  Sue Knuth 
01/03  Alan Gear                      
01/04  Diana Hintz 
01/04  Tammy Heinrich                 
01/04  Don Kloepfel                           
01/10  Teagan Janness- 
               Jording 
01/15  Liz MacKelvie    
01/15  Ethan Meylink                    
01/18  Amy Kufahl                 
01/18  Tim Kellnhauser                       
01/19  Bailey K.                          
01/19  Dean Katzman 
01/24  Kay Roberts 
01/24  Wayne Gibson 
01/24  Cory Hacker                          
01/26  Becky Nichols                          
01/28  Abram E. 

No January Anniversaries  

gospel accounts of his life) Jesus himself imagined and revealed and developed in the                   
community of individuals who gathered around him and took him for their pastor and teacher.  I 
suppose Jesus’ kingdom to be an alternative realm that honors goodness, truth, and beauty, and 
in which the will of God is done on earth as it is in heaven.  It isn’t bound by geographical                
borders, it encompasses all our human ethnicities and identities, it is open to anyone who is       
willing to live gracefully and gratefully in creation, it works for justice and peace.  I gladly 
acknowledge the authority of the King whose realm is devoted to blessing God, humankind, and 
all creation.  That’s what I mean by honoring and kneeling before King Jesus. 
 

 Thanks for sharing with me the things you wonder about, that confuse you, that inspire 
and move you, and that sometimes disturb you or leave you cold.  If you ever think we are using 
language carelessly in our worship or our publications, please do raise questions about it.  If you 
hear or develop fresh spiritual metaphors that you feel would stimulate and energize us, don’t 
leave them in your devotional space but try them out in the assembly!  The Church’s call to 
sound thinking and thoughtfulness is akin to our call to be a kind and caring community. 
  Here’s an old prayer for a new year, an anonymous focusing prayer of wisdom and hope: 
 “God be in my head, and in my understanding; God be in my eyes, and in my looking; 
God be in my mouth, and in my speaking; God be in my heart, and in my thinking; God be at my 
end, and at my departing.” 
 

 And, in the words of one of the Christian songs I grew up singing, “King Jesus is all, my all 
in all!” 
 Pastor Dave 

 

Lee Schuff, longtime 
member, passed away 
December  16th. His 
funeral was on          

December 22nd in our                  
sanctuary. Please keep his wife 
Dar and their family in your 
thoughts and prayers.  

http://www.newsletternewsletter.com/SearchArt/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95096150
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 SPIRITUAL LIFE 

JANUARY LECTIONARY 
 

January 1st 
Isa 63:7-9 

Ps 148 
Heb 2:10-18 
Matt 2:13-23 

 
January 1th 

Isa 42:1-9, Ps 29 
Acts 10:34-43,  
Matt 3:13-17 

  
January 15th 

Isa 49:1-7, 
 Ps 40:1-11 
1 Cor 1:1-9,  

John 1:29-42 
  

January 22nd 

Isa 9:1-4,  
Ps 27:1, 4-9 

1 Cor 1:10-18,  
Matt 4:12-23 

 
January 29th 

Mic 6: 1-8 
Psalm 15 

1 Cor 1:18-31 
Matt 5: 1-12 

I recently read an interesting article about the 
success and failure rate of New Year's                 
resolutions. Of those who make a New Year’s                
resolution, after 1 week 75% are still successful 
in keeping it. After two weeks, that number 
drops to 71%. After six months, only 46% are 

still going, and by the end of the year only 9% feel they have 
kept their resolutions. Of course losing weight, being healthier 
and saving more money tend to top our list of resolutions. 
 
This year, one of my resolutions is to introduce you to one new 
song each month. My goal is that you learn it well enough so 
that we can add it to our music repertoire. 
 
Another goal/ resolution is to incorporate more special music/ 
instruments/ ensembles into our worship experience. For this 
one, I’ll need your help to be successful.  If you play an                 
instrument and would like to share your talents, please reach out 
to me via email at :jellenrosen@gmail.com. 

Thanks in advance for helping me succeed! 
Jill Rosenthal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 8th  
Un-Hanging the Greens 

After worship 
More hands make light work! 

CUCCNM is responsible for the Community Table  
on  3rd Tuesday every other month  

 

 
Sign up is located on the Service Hub board.  

 
Here are the dates for 2023:  

February  21 
April 18 
June 20 

August  15 
October 17 

December 19 

mailto:jellenrosen@gmail.com
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SPIRITUAL LIFE 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION  
January 15th after Worship  

 
January 15th following worship we will have an opportunity for people to learn about 

CUCCNM.  If you are interested in becoming a member of our church family or if you just want to 

learn more about us, please join us for an informational meeting following worship. 

PILLARS HYGIENE DRIVE -- HELP FOR THE HOMELESS 

What: 91.9FM The Family Radio Network’s 30TH annual Help for the Homeless hygiene drive to 
collect personal care and cleaning products for local crisis agencies.  
 
When: February 12th – March 5, 2022  
 
Why: Donations of hygiene supplies make it possible for our local crisis agencies to concentrate 
their limited financial resources on providing qualified staff, safe housing, nutritious food,                      
education, and counseling to those they serve. These items are expensive and are not covered 
by Wisconsin Food Share (formerly Food Stamps). This donation helps BOTH the crisis programs 
and those they serve. 

A box will be placed at church for donations  
 
 

MINISTRY OF SERVICE 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwi-w9W3wN_jAhUJHqwKHee9A6kQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwpcdenver.org%2F2018%2F10%2Fshop-alternative-christmas-market-support-mission%2F&psig=AOvVaw3sqVgzXJPEzoPn38lqq5FP&ust=15


5 

 

 

 

Ministry of Faith Development: Alanna Smith 

Sunday School during January 
PreK-8th grade Sunday School is from 10:30-
11:15; youth start in worship with their families.  
High School Sunday School meets from 9:00-
10:00am in room 7.  
   

January 1st: Worship Sunday, youth and               
families are encouraged to attend worship.            
The story taught in worship will be “The Magi 
Come” Matthew 2:1-12 
January 8th: This week’s story: “The Escape to 
Egypt” Matthew 2:13-23 
January 15th: This week’s story: “Jesus Teaches in the Temple” ” 
Matthew 2:41-52 
January 22nd: This week’s story: “John Baptizes Jesus” ”               
Matthew 3:1-17 
January 29th: This week’s story: “Jesus is Tempted” Luke 4:1-13 

CONFIRMATION  
January 1st: No confirmation, Happy New Year! 
 

January 8th: 6:00pm; Mentors will join us in 
the church lounge     Note time change 
 

January 15th: 6:30pm in room 7 
 

January 22nd: 6:30pm in room 7 
 

January 29th: 6:30pm in room 7 

GIVING TREE 
THANK YOU all so 
much!!!! Your  
generosity is                 
overwhelming! We 

more than fulfilled this year’s 
wish list, making this a  
Christmas many families in 
Neenah and Menasha will  
remember with great joy! 
Our church  surprises me 
with their big hearts and          
ability to adapt to change. My 
office was full of gift: it made 
me smile every time I walked 
in it! 

MISSION TRIP 
 

The High School 
students will be 

meeting Thursday,                   
January 5th at 6:00-7:00pm 
to discuss the Mission Trip for 
the summer of 2023. If your 
High School student would 
like to attend, please contact 
Alanna at ce@cuccnm.org.  SILENT AUCTION 

The camp scholarship sub ministry will again be    
holding its  Silent Auction to raise funds for the camp 
scholarship fund. We had a great mix of handmade 
items and services donated for this awesome cause in 
the past. If you wish to donate to this great cause 

please contact Alanna Smith at ce@cuccnm.org.  

SUMMER CAMP 
Speaking of camp… the summer camp schedule is out on the website! https://
ucci.org/ Go visit the site and see what camp your kiddo, you or your family 
may want to attend this year. Camp is not just for the kids… there are adult 
camps and “& Me” camps (kids ages 4- 2nd grade and an adult) and family 
camps. Last year we had 13 kids and 2 adults go to camp; let’s see if we can 
beat that this summer! Camp is a great way to learn while having fun, so much 
fun that you don’t even know you’re learning! Meet new friends, have new ad-
ventures and try new (very tasty) food. Here at CUCCNM we feel camp is so im-

portant that we will give up to a 50% scholarship to members and friends of the church, who 
apply. (apply by emailing your camp receipt to Alanna at ce@cuccnm.org). 

mailto:ce@cuccnm.org
https://ucci.org/
https://ucci.org/
mailto:ce@cuccnm.org
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MINISTRY OF FAITH DEVELOPMENT 

 

 

 

 

A BIGGER TABLE  

A Bigger Table meets on Zoom every Monday from 6:30-7:30pm. Discussions will resume on 

January 16th  We will watch the short video and enjoy great conversation build from our 

thoughts of the video. All are welcome. If you would like the zoom link, please email Alanna at 

ce@cuccnm.org or the office at office@cuccnm.org.  

 
 

MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT WORKSHOP,  
FACILITATED BY DOUG BISBEE 
 

Please join Doug as he applies his 30+ years of counseling and ministry 
knowledge to his faith-based marriage workshop. This session will focus 
on strengthening and adding enrichment to your relationship. All affilia-
tions are welcome to attend. 
 
The following topics will be discussed: 
Communication 
Conflict resolution 
Expectations versus satisfaction 
Family of origin dynamics 
Managing extended family 
Parenting 
*Couples are encouraged to take the time to enjoy lunch together following the program 
 

Event details 
1205 Province Terrace, Menasha, WI | Community Room 
8:30-11:30 am 
$50 per couple 
RSVP by January 31, 2023 
Light snacks and refreshments will be available 
 Sign up  https://samaritan-counseling.networkforgood.com/events/49888-marriage-enrichment-
workshop-facilitated-by-doug-bisbee?utm_campaign=dms_email_blast_2171060 

WIDER WORLD 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fst3.depositphotos.com%2F7960594%2F16979%2Fv%2F1600%2Fdepositphotos_169798610-stock-illustration-man-sitting-at-the-table.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fdepositphotos.com%2F169798610%2Fstock-illustration-man
mailto:ce@cuccnm.org
mailto:office@cuccnm.org
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NOTE FROM OUR MODERATOR 

YOU CAN HELP SERVE! 

The Ministry of Service would like to  continue to offer a time for fellowship and 
snacks after worship each Sunday, but they need your help.  We are asking those 
with  surnames starting with  “M” through ”N” to bring in 1 dozen  cookies, bars 
(need  not be  homemade) or a    gallon of juice sometime during the month you 
are assigned. Label the item “Fellowship” and take to the  kitchen freezer/or bring 
them to the lounge .Your  contribution is much  appreciated!  Watch for your turn 

to share as your “letter” comes up!  Questions contact Terri Flesburg .Here is the schedule:  

January:  M-N,  

 February: O-R, March:  S,  April: T-V, May: W-Z  

FELLOWSHIP 

Happy New Year, As we begin 2023 I would like to share something I recently 
read and found very interesting. 

 
Components of Mindful Living 

 
Mindfulness- Becoming an observer.  Practicing non-judgmental                 
awareness of the present moment.' For as he thinks in his heart, so is he."  - 
Proverbs 23:7 
 
Authenticity- Living from the heart and Soul, not from unhealthy coping skills and Ego.   
 
Openness- Embracing all moments in life for learning, seek personal truth and acceptance.  
 
Intentionality - A responsive and pro-active head-space, not reacting or on autopilot.   
 
Grace - Accepting the imperfect, unnecessary kindness, love in action, forgiveness 
 
Mindfulness is not a 3-step solution.  It's a healthy lifestyle.  A way of walking the path, of                
experiencing life, your journey. 
 
" Be very careful about what you think, your thoughts run your life."  - Proverbs 4:23  
 
My hope is by sharing this you it will be thought provoking and help in your 2023 journey.   
 
Scott Olson 
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Accountant’s Corner 

 

Thank you to everyone who                                    
has  contributed! 

MINISTRY OF STEWARDSHIP 

Church Information 
1511 Nicolet Blvd. 
Neenah Wi  54956 

920-725-4873 
 

Website: www.cuccnm.org 
 

Pastor 
pastor@cuccnm.org 

 

Church Office 
office@cuccnm.org 

 

Christian Education Director 
ce@cuccnm.org 

 

Time & Talent Coordinator 
volunteers@cuccnm.org 

 

Wider Church Contacts: 
 

www.ucc.org 
(United Church of Christ) 

 

www.neaucc.org 
(Northeast Association ) 

 

www.wcucc.org 
Wisconsin Conference 

 

At the time of printing  the Accountant                    

corner was not available.                                       

Year end balance will be in  

February’s Glad Tidings. 

172ND  

CONGREGATIONAL  

ANNUAL MEETING 

FEB 5TH  

After worship 

More information coming 

soon.  

 

 

 

BUDGET HEARINGS 

JANUARY 22ND  AND  JANUARY 29TH  

after worship. 

Time to come and look at the proposed budgets   

and give feedback to the finance committee. 

More information to coming soon.  

 

2023 Offering Envelopes are ready to 

be picked up. They are located outside 

the church office. If you would like to 

have  envelopes please contact the 

church  office.  
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JANUARY  SPECIAL OFFERING 

Ministry of Faith Development 

SAMARITAN SPECIAL OFFERING  
 
Samaritan Counseling Center of the Fox Valley, now known as 
Samaritan, offers a  comprehensive portfolio of  services that 
have been impacting over 10,000 people every year. Besides 
providing state licensed, professional mental health and      
substance abuse counseling treatment for people of all ages 
and all walks of life, we also offer a school based mental                 

wellness screen program in school districts across northeast Wisconsin. This program identifies 
students who are already presenting mental health issues that interfere with their daily living, 
and we assist their parents or guardians to connect them to services for further evaluation and 
care. Additionally, we also work with leaders of communities of faith (of a variety of faith                      
traditions) providing them training and support so they can be better prepared to minister to 
individuals and families struggling with mental health distress in our community.  
  

IT IS TIME TO THINK CAMP!!! NOT SUMMER CAMP YET, BUT WINTER CAMP! 

This year there is a fun Winter Camp the weekend of February 17th-19th at Daycholah Center for 
3rd-12th grade. This would be a fun time for all, but especially those who have not attended camp 
before to get a taste of what Daycholah, and camp in general, is like. We have a wonderful camp 
scholarship fund that would help pay 50% of the tuition for all active youth, however this is not 
just for our church, so invite your friends to come along as well.  

Please let Alanna know if you are interested so she can let others know; you may be the one to 
start the group of campers!  If you register for camp, only pay half and send Alanna your receipt 
so the scholarship can be started.  

The details : 

Description:  Experience Daycholah Center in this peaceful season. We will enjoy winter fun like 
sledding and snowman-building along with cozy fires and indoor games 

Location: Daycholah Center  (Pilgrim Center, Green Lake) 

Dates: 2/17/2023 7:00 PM - 2/19/2023 10:00 AM 

Ages: Grades 3rd - 12th 

Cost: $300.00 (CUCCNM will pay $150 for youth active at our 
church) 

Availability: This session has openings 
Registration will end on 2/2/2023. 

Register at www.ucci.org  

http://www.ucci.org
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Spiritual Life 

 
Ministry Council 

 

Moderator: 
Scott Olson 

 

Vice Moderator: 
 

Secretary:  
Mary Janness 

 

Accountant:  
Dave Zernicke 

 

Ministry of Faith Development  
Dawn Welling 

 

Interim Ministry of Service:                   
Scott Olson, interim 

  
Ministry of Spiritual Life                  

Sherri Jischke 
 

Ministry of  Stewardship   
Jeff Nichols 

 

At Large:    
Sue Dollhopf  
Kay Roberts 

Shirl Alix 
 

 

Church Historian:                             
Mowry Smith  

 

Communication Coordinator 
Marilyn Kostrzak 

 

Time and Talent Coordinator:             
 

Personnel Committee 
Scott Olson 

 Marilyn Kostrzak 
 

Pastoral Relations Committee 
Chuck Luebke, Steve Ware,                      
Gary Zurbuchen, Kerry Fox  

       

 
 

Sunday Worship is in person .  
Services will be broadcasted  live on FB every                                     
Sunday morning and later put on our website.  

 

Click below to find our FB page   
https://facebook.com/CongregationalUCCNeenahMenasha/   

 It will be posted on the church website later in the day. 
www.cuccnm.org. 

NEEDLERS GATHERING 
 

Who are the Needlers?  
 Anyone interested in any type of  
needle work.   
Bring a project you would like to work on  
knitting, crochet, embroidery, etc. 
 
January 20th 
Time: 1PM 
 

Where:  Church lounge 
 

Friends and neighbors are welcome! 

BOOK CLUB  

We will be reading There, There, a Novel  by 
Tommy Orange  Join us at  “The Sweet  Lair” 
204 Main St , Menasha.    Stay tuned for when 
this book will be discussed. Date and time were 
not available at printing. 

DISCUSSION GROUP  
Tuesdays at 8:30-9:30 am 

We meet at Four Seasons Restaurant in 
Neenah for breakfast and lively                     

discussion about current issues and  
faith trends 

1104 South Commercial Street, Neenah 
                                         Everyone is Welcome! 

https://facebook.com/CongregationalUCCNeenahMenasha/
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1                                        

NO Sunday 
School   

Worship Sunday  
10:15 am                 
Worship    

NO Confirmation:  

2 

Church               

Office 

Closed 

3 

8:30 am                   
Discussion Group 

11:00 am                                        
Bible Study  

4 

6:30 pm  
Choir Practice 

5                          

6:00 pm             
Mission Trip 

Meeting                      
6:30 pm                  

Ministry   Council  
 

7-8:30pm                           
Horizon II AA   

6 7  
 

7-8:30pm                           
Horizon II AA   

8                                

9:00 am 
H.S. Sunday School 

10:15am   
Sunday School   

10:15 am  :              
Worship    

UN-Hanging of 
the Greens                   

6:00-  7:00pm               
Confirmation/ 

Mentors               

9                           

11:30 am               

Staff Meeting 

10 

8:30 am                   
Discussion Group 

11:00 am                                        
Bible Study  

11 

6:30 pm  
Choir Practice 

12 

7-8:30pm                           
Horizon II AA   

13 14 

10-2:30  

Gospellers         

Rehearsal 

7-8:30pm                           
Horizon II AA   

15                                   
9:00 am 

H.S. Sunday School 

10:15am   
Sunday School   

10:15 am             
Worship  

11:30 am                   
New Member    

Orientation                    
6:30-7:30 pm  
Confirmation               

16                              

11:30 am               

Staff Meeting 

6:30-7:30pm 
Bigger Table 

17 

8:30 am                   
Discussion Group 

11:00 am                                        
Bible Study  

18 

 
6:30 pm                 

Min of Faith Dev. 
at Solea’s 

  
6:30 pm  

Choir Practice 

 

 

19 

7-8:30pm                           
Horizon II AA   

20 21 

 

7-8:30pm                           
Horizon II AA   

22                      

9:00 am 
H.S. Sunday School 

10:15am   
Sunday School   

10:15 am  :              
Worship                    

11:30 am                
Budget Hearing                                                    

6:30-7:30 pm  
Confirmation               

23               

11:30 am               

Staff Meeting 

6:30-7:30pm 
Bigger Table 

24 

8:30 am                   
Discussion Group 

11:00 am                                        
Bible Study                   

6:30 pm                     
Finance Meeting  

25 

NO 
Choir Practice 

26 

7-8:30pm                           
Horizon II AA   

 

 

27 28 

7-8:30pm                           
Horizon II AA   

 

 

29                          

9:00 am 
H.S. Sunday School 

10:15am   
Sunday School   

10:15 am  :          
Worship             

11:30 am                
Budget Hearing                                 

6:30-7:30 pm  
Confirmation               

30                          

11:30 am               

Staff Meeting 

6:30-7:30pm 
Bigger Table 

31 

8:30 am                   
Discussion Group 

11:00 am                                        
Bible Study  
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Congregational  United Church of Christ 

of Neenah / Menasha                                                  

1511 Nicolet Blvd.                                               

Neenah, Wi  54956                                              

920-725-4873                                           

www.cuccnm.org                                             

office@cuccnm.org 

 

 

 

 
 

JANUARY 8TH 
UN– HANGING OF THE  GREENS 

 
JANUARY 15TH 

NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION 
 

JANUARY 22ND AND 29TH  
BUDGET HEARING AFTER WORSHIP  


