GLAD TIDINGS!

November 2022
Gathered by the lake,
we are
Embraced by God
to grow
Empowered by Christ
to care,
Enriched by the Holy Spirit
to celebrate

Congregational United Church of Christ Neenah / Menasha

In one of our sessions last month, the participants in our Bigger Table video conversation
group were discussing the recent Pew Research report that indicates that by 2070 Christianity will
no longer be the majority religion in the USA. While the report doesn’t predict that the Christian
Church will cease to exist, the coming changes are likely to mean that small denominations like
the UCC will get significantly smaller (perhaps eventually uniting and merging with other
denominational bodies) and that, potentially, many local congregations will close. One Bigger
Table participant wondered what I would do to change or strengthen the church if I could wave a
magic wand and make my wish come true. I didn’t have an immediate answer, but it occurred to
me later that I’d wish that every church member take Jesus seriously and that we would all of us
together follow him playfully.
This is what I mean in saying that:
In my view, Jesus of Nazareth is the heart and soul, the center and Spirit of Christian faith. The
institutional Church becomes suspect when it attempts to organize itself around any other
person, idea, value, principle, or practice. Historically, however, many denominations and
congregations have done exactly that by focusing their attention and energy not on the
revelation of God in Christ Jesus but on exclusive theologies and doctrinal statements, moral
codes, social justice issues and movements, charismatic leaders, friendship networks, and social
activities.
I believe the Church exists to facilitate the development and growth of our relationships with
the God whom Jesus reveals, embodies, and serves. If I am right or on the right track about this,
then it is important that we embrace the Church as a spiritual organization whose primary and
most significant work is to help us encounter Jesus and to be drawn to love God and neighbor
through him. I wonder what you think about this. Do you believe our congregation is a spiritual
organization whose primary and most significant work is to help us encounter Jesus and to be
drawn to love God and neighbor through him? Why or why not?
I don’t mean to suggest that everyone must relate to Jesus, or to God through him, in
precisely the same way. Nor do I believe the Church should use “focusing on Jesus” as way to
establish and maintain social control. But neither may we reduce Jesus’s role to that of friendly
religious mascot, good luck charm, or celebrity guru. Somehow, we must encounter his Spirit on
his own terms. This surely requires some degree of effort—to read the gospels, become familiar
with the teaching of our tradition, pray, serve and care for one another, and work for the
common good in the world beyond the Church. This is what I mean by taking Jesus seriously as a
Christian congregation.
Following Jesus playfully is like embarking on a life of adventure. My sense is that life in Jesus’
(Continued on next page)

Spirit is moving, fun, stimulating, surprising, relational, and joyful. It is creative and expansive; it
aids our growth as human beings. I expect to be challenged, transformed, and inspired by my
participation in the faith community. I envision being regularly exposed to new (and old!)
ideas, some of which will confuse, disorient, or even initially irritate me. I imagine the Church
might introduce me to new friends, and I hope our congregation will continue to partner with
other individuals and groups to strive together for authenticity and kindness in our lives and our
world.
Playfulness is an essential component of being childlike, which was one of the metaphors
Jesus used to describe the quality of life he intends his followers to enjoy. Good faith sets us free
to explore and discover, to wonder, to love questions and become comfortable with mystery, to
treasure the glories of human life in God’s creation.
A playful congregation will work to let go of and release anxiety about the future while also
advocating for the world of blessing that God wants all human beings to inhabit. We can’t snap
our collective fingers and make that world appear, but we can endeavor to more fully realize it in
our own congregation and to offer a public witness to God’s blessing through the respect and
love we demonstrate to one another and by standing with those who are ignored, diminished, or
abused by the individuals, bureaucracies, and corporations that run and rule our society.
I’m merely offering you here the sketch of a picture. I’m trying to draw my developing vision of
what a thriving Christian congregation might look like in twenty-five years. I foresee people who
celebrate their unity in Jesus, enjoy and nurture their many differences, actively support one
another, demonstrate ways of living that reject animosity and violence and promote mutual
flourishing. I see a group who models and offers God’s graceful alternative to the me-and-minefirst American way of life.
Since I don’t possess a magic wand to wave, I’ll leave you with
a question: What is a step you believe we could take in the next
year to welcome a purposeful yet light-hearted life with each
other and God through our brother Jesus?
Alanna Smith will be out of
the office Nov 14th-20th.

In time with hope,
Pastor Dave

11/02 Stephanie Groom
11/03 Ruth Kobinsky
11/03 Myles C.
11/05 Stephen Ware
11/06 Bently M.
11/08 Jon Hintz
11/10 Katie Hobart
11/20 Lucas A.
11/26 Sirena Thompson
11/28 Dennis Libertoski
11/29 Ann Luebke

Please
keep
the
following in your thoughts
and prayers:

No November
Wedding Anniversaries

We would like to wish all a happy
birthday or anniversary. If your
birthday or anniversary was omitted
or you would rather not have it
published, please contact the church
office.
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Karen Waters
Lee Schuff,
Shirl Alix,
Tiffany Williams
Brian Stoll,
Jim Sell
Homebound:
Judy Doornbos.
Paul Franke,
Carol Sweet

SPIRITUAL LIFE
Greetings! As I briefly mentioned in my
introduction on October 9, being back in the
United Church of Christ makes me feel as
though I’ve come full circle in my musical endeavors.
I began my church music career serving 6 years
as Music Director at Peace UCC in Shawano. When relocating to
the Fox Valley, I served the next 17 years as full time Music Director at St. Joseph Parish in
Appleton. As much as
these two places of worship differ from one another in theology,
both had wonderful people in the pews compelled to share
their musical gifts and talents with others.
For me, the best part of music ministry is working with the
‘people in the pews’ to provide an outlet for sharing musical
gifts and talents - whether they be vocal or instrumental. I’m very
excited to be here and am genuinely looking forward to
working with you!
Choir practice will be starting up on
Wednesday, November 2nd at 6:30pm. If you
didn’t receive an email from me and are interested
in joining the choir or have any questions, please
shoot me an email at jellenrosen@gmail.com so I
know to expect you, or just show up .
Jill Rosenthal , Music Coordinator/Organist-Pianist
Sunday Worship is in person .
Services will be broadcasted live on FB every
Sunday morning and later put on our website.
Click below to find our FB page
https://facebook.com/CongregationalUCCNeenahMenasha/
It will be posted on the church website later in the day.
www.cuccnm.org.

NOVEMBER LECTIONARY
Nov 6th
Haggai 1:15b-2:9
Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21 or
Psalm 98
Job 19:23-27a
Psalm 17:1-9
2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17
Luke 20:27-38

Nov 13th
Isaiah 65:17-25
Isaiah 12
Malachi 4:1-2a
Psalm 98
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13
Luke 21:5-19
Nov 20th
Jeremiah 23:1-6
Luke 1:68-79
Jeremiah 23:1-6
Psalms 46
Nov 27th
Isaiah 2:1-5
Ps 122
Roman 13:11-14
Matt 24:36-44
Hanging of the
Greens
November 20th

After Church

Reminder , Time change
November 5th

Please stay and help decorate
the church for Christmas. The
more helping hands we have
the quicker it will go
Questions contact
Sherri Jischke
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BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS
COMMUNITY TABLE CHRISTMAS
DINNER
December 10th
St Paul Lutheran Church, Neenah
It’s that time of year again. We are
collecting toothbrushes, toothpaste, new
hats and scarfs for men and women for the
Community Table Christmas Dinner
gift bags. We will be contributing the toothbrushes and tooth
paste (large tubes) to the gift bags. Please bring them to church
and leave them in the grocery cart. Any questions, please
contact Laurie Kleist or Ann Luebke.
Sign up sheets are located at the Service hub in the hallway to
help with making cookies and Pies, Set up, meal delivery,
volunteers , wait staff and clean up

NOVEMBER SPECIAL
OFFERING
FOX VALLEY
COMMUNITY
TABLE

ALTERNATIVE CHRISTMAS MARKET THIS YEAR
There will be NO in person Alternative Christmas Market this year.
Stay tuned for information on how you can still give to our previous
charities.
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Ministry of Faith Development
SUNDAY SCHOOL IN NOVEMBER
*PreK-8th grade Sunday School is from 10:3011:15; youth start in worship with their families.
High School meets weekly in the youth room
(room 7) from 9:00-10:00am.
November 6th: Worship Sunday, youth and
families are encouraged to attend worship. The
story taught in worship will be “The Promised
Land”
November 13th: The story this week is
“Solomon’s Temple” PreK-1st grade will be taught by Quinn &
Alex, 2nd-5th grade will be taught by Mr. Dan, Middle School will
be taught by Mr. Bryan & Ms. Pat. High School will be taught by
Ms. Mary
November 20th: The story this week is “Jonah” PreK-1st grade
will be taught by Ethan & Izzy, 2nd-5th grade will be taught by Ms.
Denise, Middle School will be taught by Mr. Bryan & Ms. Pat.
High School will be taught by Ms. Mary
November 27th: No Sunday School (Thanksgiving Break) The
story taught in worship will be “Exile in Babylon”
UNICEF FUNDRAISER

We held our first UNICEF Halloween Party since
2019 on Sunday, October 30th! We had a blast
and it was great to be back together again!
There will be a Pumpkin Contest on Sunday, Noth
vember 6 . Bring change with you so you can vote on your favorite pumpkin by placing money in the donation box next to
your favorite pumpkin! All donations will go to UNICEF. You
can also donate by placing money/check in an envelope in the
pews, marking UNICEF on the envelope & check. Another way
to donate would be to go online and donate to our church’s
UNICEF site at: https://unicefusa.donorsupport.co/-/
NEUKNKVV?member=SFBCWSAQ Thank you for helping raise
funds for those in need!! Ministry of Stewardship will be matching 50% of all donations! Thank you!

Sunday School Registration Forms
This year we have gone virtual with our forms. If you would like
your child to participate in any of our youth programs, pleas follow this link https://pdf.ac/1Qo8Cb to fill out a form. All families
who have completed the forms will
automatically be on our
email list for Sunday School and Youth Group activities.
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Confirmation
Confirmation
meets
every
Sunday at 6:307:30pm.
We
invite
the
mentors to join us the first
Sunday of the month from
6:30-7:30. This year we have a
great class of 7 youth who are
excited to learn about their
faiths as well as other faiths.
The Confirmation class will be
heading to Daycholah Center
in Ripon, Wi for a confirmation
retreat, Faith Formation, on
Friday,
November
11thSunday,
November
13th.
Pastor Dave and Alanna will
be joining them and will be
out of the office on Sunday,
November 13th.
There will be no class on
Sunday, November 13th or November 27th.
Tom the Turkey
is back…
Tom the Turkey
can be found in
the Narthex AND in your email
box on November 1st. Please
take a moment and sign up to
donate an item or two. All donations need to be dropped
off at church by Sunday, November 20th. There will be a
basket in the narthex for donations. All items will be used to
make a Thanksgiving dinner
for home bound members.
Please take a feather off Tom
or visit this link to sign up
https://signup.com/go/
dGUTxnm

Ministry of Faith Development
Christmas Program
This year’s Youth Christmas Program, “The
Christmas Story: Jesus is the SameYesterday, Today & Forever!” will be held
in-person on Sunday, December 11th
during worship (10:15-11:15). We will have 2 practices
leading to the performance. Please mark your calendar for
Saturday, December 3rd & 10th from 12:00-2:00pm. If your
child would like to participate in it please email Alanna at
ce@cuccnm.org by Friday, November 4th.
SPECIAL MUSIC FOR CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
If your child would like to share their talent with the congregation, please email Alanna at ce@cuccnm.org. We welcome
youth of all ages, talents, songs and instruments of any kind to
share their music with us

TIME TO ORDER YOUR
CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA’S .
After November 6th you will be
able to order . Inserts will be in the
bulletin and a order form will be
attached to weekly newsletters.
Please include payment with your
order .
All donations will go to the Middle
School and High School Youth
Groups

A BIGGER TABLE
Every Monday we meet via Zoom from
6:30-7:30 to watch a short film from
The Works of the People. The rest of
the hour is in depth and fun conversations that grow out of the film. Please
join us whenever it works for you, Each film stands alone so come
when you can!
For the Zoom invite and link to the video please email Alanna at
ce@cuccnm.org or watch for Melanie’s weekly newsletter for the
zoom link and video link.
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GIVING TREE
We will be participating in
the Brigade Christmas Giving
once again this year. The last
three years our church has
made a big impact on the
families in our community.
This year is just as important
to reach out to our
community
who
are
experiencing financial hard
times. Please visit the
Christmas tree located near
the Education Wing and take
an ornament off the tree.
(Please leave a note of what
you plan to
purchase)
OR visit this link to sign up
for
yourself.
https://
signup.com/go/YSxjYCw
You
may
leave
your
unwrapped gift under the
Christmas tree or in the
basket that will be available
outside the parking lot door
by
December 4th.
Many kids of Neenah/
Menasha will be happily
surprised this Christmas by
your generous donation!
Thank you!

NOTE FROM OUR MODERATOR
Hello and Goodbye!
This will be my last Moderator Moment for the Glad Tidings. If you have not
heard, I have sold my home in Neenah and am moving back to Minneapolis. I
grew up there and still have family in the area. My move date is November 15th.
Being a part of this church has truly been amazing. I felt at home the first time I stepped into the
church. Lucy attended Lake Edge Preschool starting at age 2, so back in 2000! We joined the
church shortly thereafter.
Holding the position of Moderator has been a blessing. I’ve determined what I am capable of,
I’ve interacted with many more church members, formed friendships and learned more about
the church and the UCC, as a whole. Scott Olson, as Vice Moderator, will move into the Moderator role.
My hope for the congregation is that we continue to support each other, support the church and
support the community. Consider joining a Ministry or Council - you will not regret it! Or
perhaps, it is more realistic to say, there will be more good days than bad.
I will miss driving down Nicolet Blvd towards Lake Winnebago and admiring our beautiful church
grounds. I will miss hearing the organ, people singing, and Pastor Dave’s sermons. I will miss
seeing all the children lined up on the steps engaging with each other and the Pastor. I will miss
the awesome food that is cooked up by so many church members, the laughter, the prayers and
the collective efforts put forth in enriching other’s lives.
So thank you for being a part of my life for the past 22 years. To paraphrase the end of worship
blessing, “May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you now and always”.
Ann Pabst

FELLOWSHIP
YOU CAN HELP SERVE!
As our church gets back into the swing of things for fall, the Ministry of Service
would like to continue to offer a time for fellowship and snacks after worship each
Sunday, but needs your help. We are asking those with surnames starting with
“H” through ”J” to bring in 1 dozen cookies, bars (need not be homemade) or
a
gallon of juice sometime during the month you are assigned. Label the item “Fellowship” and
take to the kitchen freezer/or bring them to the lounge .Your contribution is much appreciated! Watch for your turn to share as your “letter” comes up! Questions contact Terri Flesburg .Here is
the schedule:

November: H-J, December: K-L, January: M-N,
February: O-R, March: S, April: T-V, May: W-Z
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Ministry of Stewardship

October Board Meeting

COMMITMENT SUNDAY
November 13th
See your email or mailbox for this years Stewardship
information . You can also view it on our website at
https://cuccnm.org/ and click on Engage .
Paper copies will be available at church on the welcome
center.

•

Kevin Katzman and Marilyn
Kostrzak for the AV
sanctuary install.

•

Don Kleist for coordination
of Building and Grounds

•

Kevin Shumann for the
install of the garage door
opener.

•

Anonymous donor for the
new Sycamore Tree in the
office area

Church Information
1511 Nicolet Blvd.
Neenah Wi 54956
920-725-4873

Accountant’s Corner
September
Giving Income

$

Interest + Rents

Other Income
Total Income
Expenses
Difference

$
$

Year to Date

11,095

$

43,172

Website: www.cuccnm.org
Pastor
pastor@cuccnm.org
Church Office
office@cuccnm.org
Christian Education Director
ce@cuccnm.org

2,301

139,354

-

112

13,397

$ 182,638

Time & Talent Coordinator
volunteers@cuccnm.org

22,800
(9,403)

166,383
$ 16,254

Wider Church Contacts:

We were in the Red at the
end of the month and
Black for year to date.
Thank you to everyone who has contributed!
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www.ucc.org
(United Church of Christ)
www.neaucc.org
(Northeast Association )
www.wcucc.org
Wisconsin Conference

NEWS FROM OUR MEMBER IN DISCERNMENT
Dear members and friends of CUCCNM,
This is a very exciting update, which I’ve been
looking forward to writing for a very long time!
On Sunday, October 23, the congregation of
Union-Congregational Church of Waupun, WI
voted to call me as their full-time settled pastor! I
will begin my work with them on Monday,
November 21, in anticipation of the first Sunday of
Advent on November 27! I will soon be moving to
Waupun, to a brand new two-bedroom townhouse ! I will be ordained (and given the official
Rev. title) early next year; more to come on that!
Among many reasons this congregation is attractive to me:
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

A weekly contemporary worship service that they call their “media service”, which integrates
secular music and movie clips into the theme of the worship experience. This is in addition to
a more traditional service.
A membership size similar to ours, which allows for me to build genuine relationships
Generous people who are very eager to support me with transportation and anything else I
might need
A deep affinity for music and excitement about my integration of music and ministry
A solid relationship with our UCCI camps, especially Daycholah Center
Interested in exploring the call of the Spirit to be more welcoming and inclusive
A location that is still close enough to see family and friends!

I invite your prayers for their search committee, their leadership and Church Council, their
Interim Pastor, Rev. Dr. Christopher Ross, and for myself, as we each navigate this transition in
various ways.
As is expected of all UCC pastors, I will eventually be transferring my official membership to
Union-Congregational Church. Don’t despair though—I’ll come visit when I’m on vacation, and
you’re always welcome to visit me in Waupun! Services are at 8:30 and 9:30am on
non-Communion Sundays, and a single service at 9am on Communion Sundays. (Pastor Dave, I
promise I’m not stealing anyone away!) Even as this move takes me away from active
membership here, CUCCNM will always hold a very special place in my heart. That will never
change!
With love and gratitude for you all,
The Almost-Reverend Jacob Nault
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Spiritual Life
BOOK CLUB
We will be reading, There, There, a Novel by
Tommy Orange Join us at The Sweet Lair.
Menasha on December 11th after church

Ministry Council
Moderator:
Ann Pabst

DISCUSSION GROUP
Tuesdays at 8:30-9:30 am
We meet at Four Seasons Restaurant in
Neenah for breakfast and lively
discussion about current issues and
faith trends
1104 South Commercial Street, Neenah
Everyone is Welcome!
NEEDLERS GATHERING
Who are the Needlers?
Anyone interested in any type of
needle work.
Bring a project you would like to work on
knitting, crochet, embroidery, etc.

Vice Moderator:
Scott Olson
Secretary:
Mary Janness
Accountant:
Dave Zernicke
Ministry of Faith Development
Dawn Welling
Interim Ministry of Service:
Scott Olson, interim
Ministry of Spiritual Life
Sherri Jischke
Ministry of Stewardship
Jeff Nichols
At Large:
Sue Dollhopf
Kay Roberts
Shirl Alix

When: Friday, November 18th
Time: 1PM
Where: Church lounge
Friends and neighbors are welcome!

Ex Officio Moderator
Kathy Mahoney
Church Historian:
Mowry Smith
Communication Coordinator
Marilyn Kostrzak

Free Community Thanksgiving Meal
In-person dining or
meal delivery to your home to warm up
More information at www.christtherock.org/thanksgiving
Or call Christ the Rock 920-730-8383
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Time and Talent Coordinator:
Personnel Committee
Scott Olson
Marilyn Kostrzak
Pastoral Relations Committee
Chuck Luebke, Steve Ware,
Gary Zurbuchen, Kerry Fox

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

2

8:30 am
Discussion Group
11:00 am
Bible Study
6:30 pm
All Saints Service

6

NO Sunday
School
Worship Sunday
10:15 am
Worship
6:30-7:30 pm
Confirmation:
Mentors

13

Commitment
Sunday
9:00 am
H.S. Sunday
School
10:15am
Sunday School
10:15 am
Worship
NO Confirmation

20

7

8

11:00 am
Staff Meeting

8:30 am
Discussion
Group

6:30-7:30pm
Bigger Table

Fri

Sat

3

4

5

6:30 pm

Ministry
Council
7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

9

10

11

14

11:00 am
Bible Study

15

11:00 am
Staff Meeting

8:30 am
Discussion
Group

No
Bigger Table

11:00 am
Bible Study

16

17

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

18

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

21

6:30-7:30pm
Bigger Table

27

28

11:00 am
Staff Meeting

22

23

8:30 am
Discussion
Group
11:00 am
Bible Study

24

Church Office
Closed

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

11:00 am
Staff Meeting
6:30-7:30pm
Bigger Table
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Confirmation Retreat

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

9:00 am
H.S. Sunday
School
10:15am
Sunday School
10:15 am
Worship
Hanging of the
greens
6:30-7:30 pm
Confirmation
NO
Sunday School
10:15 am
Worship
6:30-7:30 pm
Confirmation

Thu

29

30

8:30 am
Discussion
Group
11:00 am
Bible Study
6:30 am

Finance
11

19

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

25

26

Church Office
Closed

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

Congregational United Church of Christ
of Neenah / Menasha
1511 Nicolet Blvd.
Neenah, Wi 54956
920-725-4873
www.cuccnm.org
office@cuccnm.org

November 1st
6:30pm
All Saints Day
Remembrance Service
November 13th
Commitment Sunday
November 20th
Hanging of the Greens

More information and
activities inside!
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