September 2022
Gathered by the lake,
we are
Embraced by God
to grow
Empowered by Christ
to care,
Enriched by the Holy Spirit
to celebrate

GLAD TIDINGS!

Congregational United Church of Christ Neenah / Menasha
Recently, while I was puzzling over the content of this article, I dreamed that a friend came over
and browsed through my library. As I hoped, she found a couple books to borrow, and while we
were talking about their content and style, we suddenly found ourselves sitting in a lecture hall where
two men were doing a comedy routine to introduce the subject of a joint speech they were about to
give. Oddly, one of the presenters was a theologian and the other was a preacher; they were not
comedians, not by any stretch of the imagination, and everyone watching knew why. Their scripted
banter was absurdly contrived, and their jokes were all groaners. It was like a tag-team performance
by a pair of amateurs on open mic night at a comedy club. The speakers were thoroughly enjoying
themselves, however, and I found them endearing because I knew them—they had been my teachers
in divinity school. Still, nobody in the room could settle into their seats until the two wiseacres
canned the jokes and got down to business. My friend seemed dazed and confused, and I felt
compelled to whisper a word of assurance to her: “I know them. They are my teachers.”
Similarly, the Rev. Frederick Buechner, who died on August 15, 2022, was my teacher. I did not
know him personally, but I did know him by reading the stories of his life as he told them in a series of
four memoirs. His stories resonated with me. When I was reading him regularly (thirty years ago), I
often felt that Fred Buechner was telling my own story through his memories and words.
My introduction to Frederick Buechner occurred when he came to metro Chicago to give a
reading in Edman Chapel at Wheaton College, where I was a student from 1984 to 1988. Since
attendance at chapel was compulsory for students, I went, I listened, I sang, and I prayed. Forty years
later, I remember little of the content of most of those services. We heard lectures on diverse
subjects, mission appeals, and lots of sermons. One semester, the faculty presented talks on the
seven deadly sins. For variety, there were choral and orchestral concerts, and readers theater, which
consisted of a group of students dramatically reading classic texts. (When forewarned, I usually
skipped those overwrought readers theater performances.) Chapel was like congregational worship,
I guess: most services weren’t awful, nor were they remarkable. They were ok. But occasionally, they
moved me.
Frederick Buechner moved me. He spoke forthrightly about tragic events in his life and
genuinely about his experience of grace and faith. His father died by suicide during the Depression
when Fred was a boy. Though his family was not religious, Buechner began attending church and
experienced an unexpected Christian conversion in his twenties. Although he was already a
successful novelist, he went to seminary and became an ordained Presbyterian minister. After
ordination, Buechner was hired as Chaplain at a boys’ prep school, where, in compulsory chapel
services, he tried to reveal to his jaded students the surprising beauty, coherence, and grace of
Christian faith.
By the time I was a college sophomore, my spirituality felt increasingly stale and oppressive. I
needed to hear testimony that honestly and accurately described suffering. I had not yet

(Continued on next page)

encountered much artistic speech that wrestled with God. I was looking for a language of faith that
eschewed evangelical cliches. I was ready for a tutor in wonder. I encountered all this and more in the
life and work of Frederick Buechner.
One of Buechner’s central themes is that God is present and active in every person’s life. We
aren’t required to seek God in one interpretation of the Bible, or a set of the correct doctrines, or a
definitive creed, or a prescribed liturgy authorized by a particular denomination. It is enough to “listen
to your life.” Whether or not you are aware of it, God is doing good, healing, uplifting work in your
mind, emotions, relationships, experiences, and reflections. Therefore, by listening to your life as a
spiritual practice, seek the Holy One, who will be found.
In the 1990s, I sent Frederick Buechner a fan letter in which I said that when I listened to my life
for clues to the presence and work of God, I heard rock music playing—the Beatles, in particular. He
wrote me back, saying that his age prevented him from hearing much beyond noise in rock music, but
allowing that when he heard the Beatles now, they sounded “Mozartian” to him.
If my departed teacher were able to send me a letter now, I imagine his counsel would be to pay
attention to the dream with which I began this piece. Like Jacob and his son Joseph before us, our
dreams—especially the ones we remember upon waking—are portentous. Mine indicates that I find
God in friendship, in the sharing of books and the exchange of ideas, and in the affection that
accompanies discipleship. And my dream included a Buechnerian insight: the comedy that truly
matters isn’t always funny, but it does end well.
Frederick Buechner wrote over thirty books. I commend to you five favorites: the
novel Godric, the memoirs The Sacred Journey, Now and Then, and Telling Secrets, a wise work of
popular theology called Wishful Thinking: A Theological ABC, and a collection of four related essays
on preaching the good news of Christian faith titled Telling the Truth: The Gospel as Tragedy,
Comedy, and Fairy Tale.
If you ever get stuck while you are examining your life for signs of the presence of God, call
me. Or email, text, reach out. Perhaps I’ve found some books, ideas, or prayers that could
help. Hopefully, and if we’re lucky, I won’t appear in your dreams and tell you bad jokes! Regardless,

God bless and keep you on your sacred journey.
Pastor Dave

9/01 Wayde Rogoff
9/02 Amelia G.
9/03 Ebben Libertoski
9/04 Abby Shumann
9/06 Chuck Luebke
9/06 Debra Janda
9/08 Kevin Katzman
9/08 Maddison C.
Jerry Hupe
9/09 Nina Hobart
9/10 Denise Stewart
9/12 Shirl Alix
9/15 Becky Brown
9/18 Maggie B.
9/20 Audra Libertoski
9/21 John Crispin
9/22 Mary Janness
9/24 Pat Mahoney
9/26 Dan Balogh
Carol Wilcox
9/28 Sherri Jischke

Wedding Anniversaries
September 7th
Katie and Tom Hobart
September 11th
Pam and Shelton Klockzien
Patty and Len Hoehne
September 13th
Cory & John Hacker
September 21st
Alanna and Shane Smith
September 23rd
Gary and Mary Zurbuchen
September 28th
Jack and Marcy Fry
We would like to wish all a happy
birthday or anniversary. If your
birthday or anniversary was omitted
or you would rather not have it
published, please contact the church
office.
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Please
keep
the
following in your thoughts
and prayers:
Lee Schuff,
Shirl Alix,
Tiffany Williams
Brian Stoll,
Jim Sell
Homebound:
Paul Franke,
Judy Doornbos.

SPIRITUAL LIFE
COMMUNITY 1ST FOX CITIES
MARATHON
SEPTEMBER 18TH
Go to the website to see how it affects your
route to church.
https://foxcitiesmarathon.org/race-week/maps/

Sunday Worship is in person now.
Services will be broadcasted live on FB every
Sunday morning and later put on our website.
Click below to find our FB page
https://facebook.com/CongregationalUCCNeenahMenasha/
It will be posted on the church website later in the day.
www.cuccnm.org.

SEPTEMBER SPECIAL OFFERING
KIDS KART CLUB
Kids Kart Club is a non-profit club organized by
Pete Kardong. It is intended for kids aged 7-18
who have an interest in building and racing
go-karts. At this club the kids build their own
vehicle along with a supervising adult and then
race them throughout the summer. The club puts a strong
emphasis on doing well and staying in school.
Kids Kart Club's mission is to keep kids in school by providing
an exciting and interesting alternative to drugs, gangs, and
other negative social pressures.
This alternative is the
assembly,
maintenance,
and
racing
of
motorized
go-karts. Keeping kids in school by providing hands-on
mechanical training, teamwork, task accomplishment, job
satisfaction, competition, sportsmanship, and recreation is the
primary goal of Kids Kart Club.
You
can
learn
more
about
Kids
Kart
Club
here:
http://www.kidskartclub.net/about.html
Please give as you can to support this amazing opportunity for
kids; your gift will be matched at 50% from
the Good amaritan Fund of the church.
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SEPTEMBER LECTIONARY
September 4th
Jeremiah 18:1-11
Psalm 139:1-6,
13-18 or
Deuteronomy 30:15-20
Psalm 1
Philemon 1-21

September 11th
Jeremiah 4:11-12,22-28
Psalm 14 or
Exodus 32:7-14
Psalm 51:1-10
1 Timothy 1:12-17
Luke 15:1-10
September 18th
Jeremiah 8:18-9:1
Psalm 79:1-9 or
Amos 8:4-7
Psalm 1-13
1 Timothy 2:1-7
Luke 16:1-13
September 25th
Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15
Psalm 91:1-6,14-16 or
Amos 6:1a, 4-7
Psalm 146
1 Timothy 6:619
Luke 16:19-31

Office Hours
Monday—Friday
8:30- 12:00pm

SPIRITUAL LIFE
"I Know That God Loves Me”
A message delivered in story and song by
Sherry K
On Sunday, September 18, Sherry K presents her powerful message "I Know That God Loves Me"
-- a morning of music and words designed to build understanding.
Experience the jubilations and heartaches as pianist Sherry K reflects on her 45-year journey of
church music ministry and the magnitude of the role that the Church has played in her life. Then
join in as she leads us in her acclaimed anthem, "I Know That God Loves Me".
The service begins at 10:15 a.m. CDT, both in-person at Congregational United Church of Christ
(1511 Nicolet Blvd, Neenah, WI) and posted on their Facebook page. Don't miss this powerful and
moving event!

UPDATE

Our Congre8 group includes
Gary and Mary Zurbuchen,
Pat Rosenak, Mary Janness,
Don and Laurie Kleist, and
Nancy Anderson. Dave Frey
and Maureen Goddard joined
us as we attended a
performance of Cabaret at
UWO-Fox Cities on Sunday.
August 14. Afterward, we
went to the Highlands, where
Pat and Nancy live, for beer
and pizza and an interesting
discussion about the play.
The group plans to attend

The Nature of Light: An
Exploration After Dark at The

Paine in Oshkosh soon. This is
a nighttime exhibition of
mesmerizing,
illuminated
sculptures with spectacularly
lit indoor and outdoor
environments
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Ministry of Faith Development
REGISTER FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL

Registration Forms have been emailed out to all families to fill out
electronically. You may also follow this link to send in your registration;
https://pdf.ac/1Qo8Cb
If you prefer a paper copy, please email Alanna at ce@cuccnm.org.

Sunday School

Sunday School starts Sunday, September 11th! We are so excited to teach you our new
curriculum. Picture the Bible is an art based curriculum in which the students (of all ages) will be
told a bible story and then look at a picture (or vice versa) of that bible story. The students have
the opportunity to explain what they see in the picture and what the picture and story means to
them. This will be different for each person, which is what is so great about this curriculum. The
story is the same, but how each person relates to the story may be different.
The learning does not stop in the classroom; we will be
bringing Picture the Bible into
Worship each week as well. For the first time ever, everyone will be learning the same Bible
story. This will give plenty of opportunity for further discussions outside of church. Perhaps in the
lounge, or the car ride home or over lunch, maybe even later in the week when you run into
another member at the grocery store! The Sunday School youth as well as the adults will be l
earning a new story each week.
Sunday School runs the 2nd-4th Sunday of each month, except holidays. The
1st Sunday of each month is Worship Sunday, we invite the families to join us
in worship and communion.
PreK-1st grade will start in worship at 10:15am. Pick your child up in room 4.
2nd-5th grade will start in worship at 10:15am. Pick your child up in room 6.
6th-8th grade will start in worship at 10:15am. Your child will be in room 7.
High School meets at 9:00-10:00am in room 7, the youth room.
OUR TEACHERS THIS YEAR WILL BE AS FOLLOWS:
Alex A, Sam A, Izzy H, Ethan M, Nolan S & Quinn S for PreK-1st
grade. Teachers will rotate Sundays, with 2 teachers per
Sunday. Per Safe Sanctuary related teachers will not be teaching
together.
Dan Lutz, Denise Stewart and Alanna Smith for 2nd-5th grade.
Teachers will rotate Sundays, there will be 1 teacher per Sunday. Bryan Engelhardt and Pat
Rosenak for Middle School. There will be 2 teachers each week. Mary Janness for High School.
There will be 1 teacher per week
If you see these awesome people, make sure to thank them for all their hard work with our youth!
We rotate our teachers allowing them to still enjoy the service while following their personal
mission; to teach the youth of our church. The curriculum is very easy to follow, everything is laid
out for you therefore only a little prep work needs to be done. We are always looking for more
teachers, if you are interested in teaching or subbing any grades email Alanna at ce@cuccnm.org
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Ministry of Faith Development
ACOLYTE TRAINING
All youth grades 3rd-8th are able to
participate in worship as an acolyte. They
will light the candles at the start of worship
and put them out at the end of worship. If
your child would like to be part of this
great tradition please email Alanna at
ce@cuccnm.org. Acolyte training will be Sunday, September
25th right after worship. We should be done by noon. If your
child cannot make this date please let Alanna know and we
will set up another time for them.

CONFIRMATION BEGINS
Confirmation
class
starts
th
Sunday, September 18 from
6:30-7:30pm. We will meet in
the Middle School Room (room
7).

YOUTH GROUP
Middle School and High Schoolers : keep an eye out for emails regarding youth group!

Christmas Program

BIBLE SUNDAY

Mark your calendars, the
youth will be putting on their
annual Christmas Program
on Sunday,
December
th
11 … in person this year!
There will be 2 practices
leading up to this date,
Saturday Dec 3rd & 10th
(times are not yet set).

We will be having Bible
Sunday on Sunday, October
9th during worship. We will
be handing out Bibles to the
3-year old’s, 2nd graders,
confirmands as well as any
new youth between the
ages of 3 years and 12th
grade.
Please
contact
Alanna at ce@cuccnm.org if
you have not heard from her
and your child should be
receiving a bible.

UNICEF HALLOWEEN
PARTY
It’s back!!!! We will be
having
our
UNICEF
Halloween
Party
on
Wednesday, October 26th
from 5:30-7:30pm. Everyone
is encouraged to wear
costumes and come eat, play
games and decorate a
pumpkin, all while raising
money for UNICEF.

A BIGGER TABLE
We will continue the series “On Our Way” Monday, September 12th,
come join in on the fun! We meet every Monday from 6:30-7:30pm via
Zoom. Join us for a fun and intriguing video series, each week is an
individual video, so come when you can!
For the Zoom invite and link to the video please email Alanna at ce@cuccnm.org or watch for
Melanie’s weekly newsletter for the zoom link and video link.
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NOTE FROM OUR MODERATOR
I like to read books and magazines, but not so much news stories. I used to read the
Milwaukee Sentinel, the New Yorker, and whatever newspaper belonged to the town I
was in.
Increasingly over the years, I’ve moved away from reading news. I listen to public radio
and watch the PBS News Hour, and on the weekends I like CBS Saturday and CBS Sunday news
shows. What they have in common is the ability to spend time uncovering the story, not a 30 second
sound bite. As a viewer, I feel invested in the story.
I didn’t consciously make the decision to stop reading the news, rather, it was a gradual decline. So it
was with interest, when I saw and read an opinion piece written by the journalist, Amanda Ripley, in
the Washington Post. The title is “I stopped reading the news. Is the problem me - or the product?” By
the way, this popped up on my news feed on my phone - I didn’t pick up a newspaper!
I think she found the reason many people have stopped reading the news - it’s draining,
hopeless, and demotivating. News headlines are meant to grab your attention, but often times they
are depressing and paralyzing. And so much bad news starts to numb you and you become immune
to it.
Amanda Ripley found that the United States has one of the highest news-avoidance rates in the world,
about 4 out of 10 Americans avoid contact with the news. We can argue that bias or the news
business model is the issue, but what she maintains is missing is the human factor. Humans are not
equipped to process catastrophic news 24/7. The author spent a year interviewing physicians, who
relay bad news to patients frequently, behavioral scientists and psychologists.
The resulting diagnosis is we are missing three main ingredients from the news as we know it
today. They are:
Hope: when people have hope, they have lower levels of depression, pain, sleeplessness, etc., we
need something to believe in.
Agency: humans need a sense of agency - that you can do something, take action or find a
solution.
Dignity: the sense that you matter and have worth.
If news is reported, where anger is sparked with action, empathy alongside dignity, and hope
alongside fear, will humans be better prepared to listen? As she noted, we have upcoming
midterm elections, climate catastrophes and virus variants - wouldn’t it be nice to also receive this
news with a dash of hope, why it is reported, what can be done and no judgment??
Ms. Ripley recommends reading the Christian Science Monitor. Here is how that news source defines
themselves - “First and foremost, the Monitor is committed to delivering news that is factual. Our bias
is to present the world through a lens that is calm and measured, as well as characterized by honesty,
fairness, compassion, respect, and goodness. We dare to see the world differently, but not by
ignoring the challenges the world faces. Instead, we report stories that illustrate a path to progress or
illuminate the ways of thinking that motivate people to act the way they do, shedding light on
possibilities for how to move forward. We neither give in to fear nor incite it, but we strive to provide
readers with facts and perspectives they can use to think for themselves and draw their own
conclusions.”
I think they have just earned a new subscriber!
Ann Pabst, Moderator
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Personnel Committee

Stewardship

MUSIC FOR WORSHIP
We want to keep you informed on the
progress of the search for the role of the Music Coordinator
and/or
Organist/Pianist following the resignation of
Spencer Jones.
Personnel Committee, Ann Pabst,
Moderator and Pastor Dave have met and are working on a
new approach to providing worship music. We are
planning a new and exciting approach to musicality in
worship. While we know this may take a bit longer to fill the
spot, we also believe that moving forward we have a vision
for the future that will be new and exciting yet honors the
traditional approach to worship music as well.

Save The Date
Commitment Sunday
November 13, 2022

Until we reformat the job descriptions, begin the search and
hire someone new, we have asked Jacob Nault to fill in as
Pianist for worship on Sundays. For now, we are searching
for an Organist/Pianist and have begun the search with
postings and advertising as follows:

Watch for special people
sharing testimonials and
videos of our generosity.

Congregational United Church of Christ, Neenah is looking
to hire an organist/pianist for Sunday morning
worship. Open and Affirming congregation; music of all
kinds is acceptable and welcomed. Apply to
office@cuccnm.org with your resume and to get a copy of
the job description.

Church Information
1511 Nicolet Blvd.
Neenah Wi 54956
920-725-4873

Personnel Committee,
Scott Olson, Marilyn Kostrzak

Accountant’s Corner
Giving Income

July

Year to Date

16,269

$ 140,139

2,175

14,951

4

112

$

18,448

$ 155,201

$

15,476
2,971

130,605
$ 24,597

$

Interest + Rents
Other Income
Total Income
Expenses
Difference

We were in the BLACK at the
end of the month and
Black for year to date.
Thank you to everyone who has contributed!
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Website: www.cuccnm.org
Pastor
pastor@cuccnm.org
Church Office
office@cuccnm.org
Christian Education Director
ce@cuccnm.org
Time & Talent Coordinator
volunteers@cuccnm.org
Wider Church Contacts:
www.ucc.org
(United Church of Christ)
www.neaucc.org
(Northeast Association )
www.wcucc.org
Wisconsin Conference

CROP WALK
CROP WALK COMING OCTOBER 2!
As you might remember, the regional Fox Cities CROP Walk has
been cancelled indefinitely. But that hasn’t stopped our
awesome CUCC from having a great CROP of our own!
Again this year, we’ll have a special walk in the neighborhood to
raise money for Church World Service’s disaster work, hunger
assistance, and grass-roots development - both overseas and in
the USA. (CWS also returns a portion to local food pantries here
in the Fox Cities.)
So MARK YOUR CALENDARS for Sunday, October 2, to either walk or donate to our walkers. After church we’ll walk together around the block for about ¾ mile, and then we’ll eat our
sack lunches together back at church. We had a lively time last year, and we expect a fun walk
again! Everyone is invited, including dogs.

MINISTRY OF STEWARDSHIP
•

Kevin Katzman for helping update projection in sanctuary and fix sound problem

•

Terri Flesburg and Mary Janness for providing refreshments after worship

•

Kevin Shumann for repairing the S Door Push Bar, removing the LE AC, and cleaning
the LE sink drain

FELLOWSHIP
YOU CAN HELP SERVE!
As our church gets back into the swing of things for fall, the Ministry of
Service would like to continue to offer a time for fellowship and snacks after
worship each Sunday, but needs your help. We are asking those with
surnames starting with “A” through ”C” to bring in 1 dozen cookies, bars
(need not be homemade) or a gallon of juice sometime during the month you are assigned.
Label the item “Fellowship” and take to the kitchen freezer/or bring them to the lounge .Your
contribution is much appreciated! Watch for your turn to share as your “letter” comes
up! Questions contact Terri Flesburg .
Here is the schedule:
September A – C, October: D-G, November: H-J,
December: K-L, January: M-N,
February: O-R, March: S, April: T-V, May: W-Z
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Spiritual Life
Beer & Bible
September 27th
6:00 pm
Location to be announced.
Stay Tuned

Ministry Council
Moderator:
Ann Pabst
Vice Moderator:
Scott Olson

BOOK CLUB

We will read Warriors Don’t Cry and meet
September 25th at The Sweet Lair in
downtown Menasha. They have the room
reserved for us after the church service,
approximately 1130am. There are copies in the
local library system. Everyone is welcome.

Secretary:
Mary Janness
Accountant:
Dave Zernicke
Ministry of Faith Development
Dawn Welling
Interim Ministry of Service:
Scott Olson, interim

DISCUSSION GROUP
Tuesdays at 8:30-9:30 am
We meet at Four Seasons Restaurant in
Neenah for breakfast and lively
discussion about current issues and
faith trends
1104 South Commercial Street, Neenah
Everyone is Welcome!

Ministry of Spiritual Life
Sherri Jischke
Ministry of Stewardship
Jeff Nichols
At Large:
Sue Dollhopf
Kay Roberts
Shirl Alix
Ex Officio Moderator
Kathy Mahoney

NEEDLERS GATHERING
Who are the?
Anyone interested in any type of
needle work.
Bring a project you would like to work on
knitting, crochet, embroidery, etc.
When: Friday, September 16
Time: 1PM
Where: Church lounge
Friends and neighbors are welcome!
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Church Historian:
Mowry Smith
Communication Coordinator
Marilyn Kostrzak
Time and Talent Coordinator:
Personnel Committee
Dan Jischke, Scott Olson
Marilyn Kostrzak
Pastoral Relations Committee
Chuck Luebke, Steve Ware,
Gary Zurbuchen, Kerry Fox

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

4

5

6

10:15 am
Worship

Church
office closed

8:30 am
Discussion
Group

7

11

H.S. Sunday School

12

13

11:00 am
Staff Meeting

8:30 am
Discussion
Group

10:15am
Sunday School
10:15 am
Worship

6:30-7:30pm
Bigger Table

18

19

20

9:00 am

9:00 am
Member care
Meeting
11:00 am
Staff Meeting

8:30 am
Discussion
Group

H.S. Sunday School

10:15am
Sunday School
10:15 am
Worship
6:30-7:30 pm
Confirmation

26

9:00 am

11:00 am
Staff Meeting

10:15am
Sunday School
10:15 am
Worship
Acolyte Training
after worship
11:30 am
Book club at
Sweet Lair
6:30-7:30 pm
Confirmation

6:30-7:30pm
Bigger Table

10
7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

14

15

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

16

17
7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

11:00 am
Bible Study

21

22

23

29

30

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

11:00 am
Bible Study

6:30-7:30pm
Bigger Table

25
H.S. Sunday School

9

Ministry
Council

11:00 am
Bible Study

First Day of
Sunday School
9:00 am

8

6:30 pm

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

27

28

8:30 am
Discussion
Group
11:00 am
Bible Study
6:00 pm
Beer & Bible
6:30 am

Finance

11

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

24

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

Congregational United Church of Christ
of Neenah / Menasha
1511 Nicolet Blvd.
Neenah, Wi 54956
920-725-4873
www.cuccnm.org
office@cuccnm.org

Bounce Back to Worship
September 11th
Church Service at 10:15am

Fun Food and Fellowship 11:15 am
More information inside.
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