August 2022
Gathered by the lake,
we are
Embraced by God
to grow
Empowered by Christ
to care,
Enriched by the Holy Spirit
to celebrate

GLAD TIDINGS!

Congregational United Church of Christ Neenah / Menasha
In my meditation following our return from last month’s high school mission trip to Nashville, I
declared that I am one of the quiet guys who rarely has anything particular to say during daily
devotions. I don’t mean by this that I fail to recognize faith or praise or wonder within myself—it is
present, vibrating, shimmering, close, but it isn’t always readily accessible. It takes me a long time,
typically, to find words to say what I feel and perceive, to describe the connections and relationships
that I sense. Devotions, newsletter columns, and sermons all challenge me in this regard. So do
prayers.
Since I seem to have so little to say and such difficulty saying it, I sometimes wonder why I became a
pastor. I supply myself a standard answer to that question, which sounds trite but is also basically true
for me: Jesus called me to come out on the road and follow him, and I became one of his
traveling companions; he sent me out with other students to prepare people for his arrival in their
neighborhoods, and I went. Here I am.
Although it doesn’t trouble or embarrass me to say that Jesus called me—as I have lived imaginatively
as a character within the biblical stories for a long time, beginning before I learned to read—and I
have no difficulty supposing that Jesus and his old friends and adversaries move freely between
ancient Jerusalem and modern Wisconsin, I nevertheless frequently find myself at a loss for spiritual
words. Meaning-making resources usually present themselves to me in flashes and then vanish. Sometimes, they resurface. Eventually, any of the following stimuli rise to semiconsciousness and
wait until I notice them: melodies; memories of places and relationships; fragments of song lyrics or
poems; isolated movie scenes and scraps of dialogue; the sequence of a beautifully executed play in
a game; the vision and feel of dance; biblical questions, images, and metaphors; half-forgotten
prayers; incomplete stories; examples of wondrous design; social cues in a group; the evidence of my
senses. Of them all, I am most likely to recognize the meaning of the song on my lips and the prayer
in my heart.

Reading helps me sort things out and know myself. Spiritual and theological conversations help
me. As Ecclesiastes says, “There is nothing new under the sun.” In the 2000-year history of the
Christian movement, virtually every conceivable subject has been addressed and debated. Whatever
I have learned, any wisdom I have attained, the meager opinions I have developed have all been
mediated by hundreds and thousands of thinkers and practitioners I’ve never met or even
encountered. I try to keep myself exposed to new thoughts, ideas, stories, prayers, and practices, so I
can be open to the transforming flame and wind and speech of the Holy Spirit.
In the Christian life, there is much to be said for just showing up. The words that structure my
prayers, sermons, and columns arrive, usually. In mission, going and doing the work is more

(Continued on next page)

important than reflecting instantaneously on the experience. Ultimately, it is all about trust—believing
that God is real and really present, insisting that who we are and what we do matters, accepting that it
all makes a difference regardless of whether we can articulate the difference it makes, expecting that
God’s Spirit will mysteriously add value to whatever gifts you and I bring to the party, supposing that
grace abounds in this world of need.
As your pastor, I’m grateful that you show up and do the work that serves the common good in
congregation and community. I appreciate that you risk being open and vulnerable. It moves me that
you want to spend time with me and each other and our neighbors. I cherish your genuine
observations and critiques. I am undone and reformed by your wounds, heartaches, coping skills, and
inspirations. Your social inquisitiveness, desire to know others outside your immediate families, and
efforts to practice empathy delight me. I am fiercely proud when you challenge me and us and our
civic leaders with questions and concerns. I am aflame when you burn with justice for the poor. I
stand taller when you stand in power beside and behind those who have been culturally shunned and
silenced and sacrificed. I am humbled that you often sense I love you even though I tend to be
preoccupied in mind and spirit. I am informed and lifted by your aspirations. I depend upon you
each possessing as real and viable a relationship with God as I do. Since I am too lonely to be a
Christian on my own, I thank you for being the Church.
Friends, discipleship is not so much an individual as a communal apprenticeship. It requires our
shared endeavor. When you come near in joy, we find our voice together. Like a ringing bell, it is a
sound that carries.
in time with hope,
Pastor Dave

Wedding Anniversaries

8/04 Bob Nault
8/04 Joel Toeppler
8/05 Nicole Lutz
8/06 Ellen Montour
8/06 Alyssa Rogoff
8/08 Dan Jischke
8/09 Leon Flesburg
8/12 Kevin Shumann
8/12 Josh Groom
8/15 Dylan L-M.
8/17 Judy Doornbos
8/20 Madison G.
8/21 Sam Chaffin
8/25 Shane Smith
Christopher S.
8/26 Stephanie Swatscheno
8/30 Evie J.
8/31 Aidan H.

August 5th
Becky and Jeff Nichols
August 13th
Denise and Jeff Stewart
August 16th
Erv and Sharon Wegner
August 22nd
Debra and Bruce Janda
August 26th
Ann and Chuck Luebke
August 27th
Pam And Terry Zielinski
August 28th
Leon and Terri Flesburg
August 28th
Mary and Ralph Liesch
We would like to wish all a
happy
birthday or anniversary. If
your birthday or anniversary was
omitted or you would rather not
have it published, please contact
the church office.
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Ron
Roberts,
husband of Kay,
passed
away
unexpectedly July
16th. His service
was held in the sanctuary July
20th. Please keep Kay, their
children and grandchild in
your thoughts and prayers.

Please
keep
the
following in your thoughts
and prayers:

Kay Roberts & family
Neil Montour
Lee Schuff
Shirl Alix,
Tiffany Williams
Brian Stoll,
Jim Sell
Homebound:
Paul Franke,
Judy Doornbos.

Spiritual Life
Where did the Summer go? Well, it's not over
yet but it sure does seem to be flying by. Life
seems to do that, doesn't it? Fly by, faster and
faster. That's why I strive to take time each day
to be in the moment. Heck, I try to do that as
often as possible. To live in the moment, be present, and savor
it. I listen for the music that is all around me. Whether it's from
birds, the wind blowing through the trees, a loon on the water,
or the hymns we sing in church. Take a few moments each day
to stop, breathe, and listen to the music around you! You
might be amazed at what you hear!
Spencer Jones
smj190@yahoo.com
Sunday Worship is in person now.
Services will be broadcasted Live on FB every
Sunday Morning and later put on our website.
Click below to find our FB page
https://facebook.com/CongregationalUCCNeenahMenasha/
It will be posted on the church website later in the day.
www.cuccnm.org.
CUCCNM is responsible for the Community Table
on 3rd Tuesday every other month
Community Table Lunch will now be served in person, The
meal plan for August 16th is; Hamburger casserole of your
choice, Broccoli casserole of your choice, milk, bread and
cookies or bars. We have the option to bring the main dish hot
and ready to set up and serve at 11:00 AM or drop your items
off at the church kitchen anytime after 9:30 AM. Please, if you
are able, plan to stay and serve the lunch from 11:15 - 12:00
and if possible stay a little longer to help clean up. Let me
know by email that you can stay (stephvrabec@gmail.com) We
need 3-5 people to stay and serve and and 2-3 to clean up.
August 16th Link : https://www.perfectpotluck.com/POHI8671

AUGUST LECTIONARY
August 7th
Isaiah 1:1, 10-20
Psalm 50:18,22-23
Genesis 15:16
Psalm 33:12-22
Hebrews 11:13,8-16
Luke 12:32-40
August 14th
Isaiah 5:17
Psalm 80:12,8-19
Jeremiah 23:23-29
Psalm 82
Hebrews 11:29-12:2
Luke 12:49-56
August 21st
Jeremiah 1:4-10
Psalm 71:16
Isaiah 58:9b-14
Psalm 103:18
Hebrews 12:18-29
Luke 13:10-17
August 28th
Jeremiah 2:4-13
Psalm 81:1, 10-16 or
Sirach 10:12-18 or
Prov 25:6– 7
Psalm 112
Hebrew 13:1-8, 15-16
Luke 14:1, 7-14

Here are the dates for 2022 :
August 16
October 18
December 20

Melanie Nault will be out of the
office August 22nd—30th.
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Summer Office Hours
Monday—Thursday
9:00am—12:00pm

SPIRITUAL LIFE
SUMMER OUTDOOR WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Be sure to be part of the best attended services of the summer! Once each
summer month we meet in the beauty of the outdoors at our outdoor chapel.
Bring your own lawn chair or use the church’s folding metal chairs. Plan to stay
for fellowship afterwards. Service will be held inside if it is raining.
August 21th : Pet Blessing
Bring your pet or a picture of your pet
so that they can be blessed.

CONGRE 8
The Conge 8 groups have now begun! If you are still interested in joining a
group for fall, please contact the church office or Sherri Jischke.
These groups are focused on social events. Each group will work hard to
accommodate everyone’s schedule. Attendance is completely optional, but a
good time is always had.
Join us now for church fun and fellowship. Sign up today!

MINSISTRY OF STEWARDSHIP

•

Bob Nault for the tubing tools used for AC installation.

•

Chuck Luebke for help with the initial wire pulling and the screen at the playground units.

•

Kevin Shumann for saving the church over $20,000 in AC installation charges.

•

John Williams for rearranging stone at the main entrance and garden work

•

Sue Dollhopf for garden work.

•

Dan Jischke for preparing a graveled pad for the emergency generator.
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Ministry of Faith Development
CHURCH CAMP CAMPERS
2 of our campers were suppose to go to “ & Me
Sailing” camp the week of July 17th, Dianna & Annabeth, unfortunately sickness kept them from going.
The other 12 campers went the week of July 24th,
Cassie went to Myth Busters, while the other 11 went to Night
Owl Camp; Luke, Alex, Sam, Maggie, Anna, Drew, Izzy, Ethan,
Tyler, Nolan & Quinn. All of our campers were at Daycholah
Center, previously known as Pilgrim Center. If you would like
to know more about these camps or other camps, feel free to
ask any of the campers or Alanna when you see them!
MISSION TRIP RECAP
4 High School students will be joined First
Congregational Church, Oshkosh (FCC) on a
mission trip to Nashville July 10-15.
Unfortunately 2 of our youth were unable to make it due to
Covid, Alex and Sam were in our thought and prayers the
entire trip. (also on our phones as they face-timed with the
other kids a few nights)
We were very busy during our 5 days there, working on site at
a youth camp for 2 days, harvesting potatoes, moving medical
equipment, working in a day shelter (organizing a supply
closet and kitchen & then serving lunch), a prayer tour of
Nashville and an immersion walk around downtown Nashville,
talking to locals, tourists, musicians and people living with
homelessness. If you would like to see pictures, look at our
Facebook page or check out the bulletin board in the hallway.
If you would like to hear stories feel free to ask any of us who
were on the trip; Luke A, Drew B, Izzy H, Nolan S, Alanna &
Pastor Dave.
A BIGGER TABLE
Join us for a fun and intriguing 13 series
video (1/week) called On Our Way. Each
week is an individual video, so come when
you can!
We meet every Wednesday from 6:30-7:30pm via Zoom.
For the Zoom invite and link to the video please email Alanna
at ce@cuccnm.org or watch for Melanie’s weekly newsletter for
the zoom link and video link.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
TEACHERS ARE NEEDED
FOR
NEXT SCHOOL YEAR!!
Do you enjoy spending time
with kids? Would like to be a
part of our youth’s education?

We are in need of 3 teachers
for PreK-1st, the curriculum is
very easy to follow with little
planning, all ages from 3-adult
will learn the same stories.
With 3 teachers each teacher
will only need to teach 1
Sunday a month.
If you like hearing the laughter
of children and would like to
teach God’s love, please talk
to Alanna Smith today!
ce@cuccnm.org

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
It is with a sad heart that the
Ministry of Faith Development
has decided to not have VBS
this summer. The team that has
headed up VBS for years has
disbanded, some have moved,
most no longer have children
in the program. If you would
be interested in helping with
VBS for 2023 please contact
Alanna at ce@cuccnm.org.

Mission Trip Memories

NASHVILLE
2022

CUCCNM & FCC Mission Trippers minus Alanna
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NOTE FROM OUR MODERATOR
LEISURE

by W.H. Davies
What is life if, full of care,
We have no time to stand and stare.
No time to stand beneath the boughs
And stare as long as sheep or cows.
No time to see, when woods we pass,
Where squirrels hide their nuts in grass.
No time to see, in broad daylight,
Streams full of stars, like skies at night.
No time to turn at Beauty’s glance,
And watch her feet, how they dance.
No time to wait till her mouth can
Enrich that smile her eyes began.
A poor life this if, full of care,
We have not time to stand and stare.

I just spent eight days on a small lake in the Chippewa Valley area of Wisconsin.
The cabin sat on 6.5 acres of woods . My neighbors were frogs, turtles, eagles, herons, beaver and deer. Even though I am retired, and I don’t have the
responsibility of waking up to an alarm clock every morning and rushing into an
office, my life still has commitments and responsibilities. To deliberately take time
to “just be” and not have a scheduled day was a gift.
I read, wrote in a journal, kayaked, walked my dog, cooked simple but good food, and had a beer
or two. The first few days were difficult to not have a plan. You think you are wasting your day you’re not accomplishing anything. But by mid-week, I realized I was allowing myself to do whatever moved me at that moment. I went to bed when it got dark and slept soundly until the sun
came up. I found myself sitting in a rocking chair on the cabin’s deck listening to bird song, frogs
croaking and feeling the light breeze. I had no idea of time, I just rocked and listened and felt at
peace. That was my morning!
When I found this poem, I knew what it meant to stare as long as the cows. I know I am privileged
to be able to disconnect and enjoy time away from obligations. I feel recharged and ready to face
each new day. I hope to keep sitting, standing and staring and being aware of what is around me.
If possible, I wish for you to take a day, a few hours, even an hour, to “just be” and be caught up in
Beauty’s glance, watch the dance and the smiling eyes.
Ann Pabst
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Note from Music Coordinator
Dear Church Family,
I have some news to share. As many of you know I have been building a
business to help people shine their light and live their life to the max. Over
the past few years it has really grown and we are helping people around the
world. The sad part is that it is taking more and more of my time and I had to
make a tough decision. Last week I submitted my resignation to CUCCNM.
My last Sunday will be August 28th.
Thank you very much for allowing me to be part of the family and share my talents with you all. I
have loved deepening our worship experience through music, whether it was the choir singing
anthems or cantata’s, to playing hymns, and even the hymn of the week during the pandemic. It
has been an honor to be your music coordinator for the last six years.
Thank you again and I wish you the best for the future!
Spencer

Church Information
1511 Nicolet Blvd.
Neenah Wi 54956
920-725-4873

Accountant’s Corner
Giving Income
Interest + Rents
Other Income
Total Income
Expenses
Difference

June Year to Date
$ 9,536 $ 123,870
2,100
12,776
5
108
$ 11,642 $ 136,754
19,667
115,128
$ (8,025) $ 21,626

We were in the RED at the
end of the month but
Black for year to date.
Thank you to everyone who has contributed!
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Website: www.cuccnm.org
Pastor
pastor@cuccnm.org
Church Office
office@cuccnm.org
Christian Education Director
ce@cuccnm.org
Time & Talent Coordinator
volunteers@cuccnm.org
Wider Church Contacts:
www.ucc.org
(United Church of Christ)
www.neaucc.org
(Northeast Association )
www.wcucc.org
Wisconsin Conference

THANK YOU
Dear friends,
I have some updates for you! I deeply appreciate all of your love,
support, care, and prayers as I served as Sabbatical Minister at First
Congregational Church in Oshkosh. It was an incredible experience,
and it affirmed to me that this work is absolutely where God is calling
me in this season. I got to share some great new music with the
congregation (including some of my own songs), establish some
meaningful pastoral care relationships, while working with incredible
staff and dedicated lay leaders. I’m happy to share more in
conversation with you if you like.
Also, many of you came to be in worship with FCC Oshkosh on my last Sunday as Sabbatical
Minister, and surprised me with your generosity! Many folks at FCC remarked how special it was
to have you with us. I’m excited to order some new clergy vestments because of the generosity
of CUCCNM and FCC! THANK YOU to all who gave towards this gift, and all the ways ALL of you
continue to nurture me.
Since I’ve passed my Ecclesiastical Council, all that’s left now is to be called to a church! My
ministerial profile is now circulating across the country! I’d love to have a full-time job by the
beginning of Advent (late November), if not sooner. I’m willing to move if the Spirit calls outside
of Wisconsin. Regardless of state, I will be most successful where public transit, cabs, Uber, Lyft
and other alternate transportation methods are widely available, and where the cost of living is
reasonable. We’ll see what happens! Of course, you’ll be updated every step of the way.
When the time comes, my ordination service will be held in our CUCCNM sanctuary, and then I’ll
have an installation service at the church to which I’m called. My church membership will then
shift to that congregation, but of course CUCCNM will always be my “heart home.”
As always, I ask for your prayers. Specifically, I ask for prayers that God would lead me to a
congregation who is excited about what I have to offer, and where I can live into the call God has
placed on my heart. Thank you.
With care and love,
Jacob Nault

JUNE—AUGUST SPECIAL OFFERING
World Relief, partners with local churches and hundreds of individual volunteers to assist refugees
and other displaced families. They’ve welcomed hundreds of refugees to the Fox Valley in
partnership with the U.S. Department of State, and have aided immigrants by providing vital
services and community connections. Whether it’s securing housing, supplying basic necessities,
or enrolling children in school, World Relief comes alongside these families every step of the
way as they begin on the path to belonging in the Fox Valley.
World Relief regularly hosts and participates in community events, fundraisers, new volunteer orientations and
thematic volunteer trainings. Check their website for scheduled or upcoming events:https://worldrelief.org/foxvalley/get-involved/events/
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Spiritual Life
BEER AND BIBLE
August 23rd
6:00 pm
Location to be determined

Ministry Council
Moderator:
Ann Pabst
Vice Moderator:
Scott Olson

BOOK CLUB IS BACK!

We will read Take This Bread and
meet August 21 at The Sweet
Lair in downtown Menasha. (204
Main St.) They have the room
reserved for us after the church
service, approximately 11:30am. There are
copies in the local library system.
Everyone is welcome.
DISCUSSION GROUP
Tuesdays at 8:30-9:30 am
We meet at Four Seasons Restaurant in
Neenah for breakfast and lively
discussion about current issues and
faith trends
1104 South Commercial Street, Neenah
Everyone is Welcome!

Secretary:
Mary Janness
Accountant:
Dave Zernicke
Ministry of Faith Development
Dawn Welling
Interim Ministry of Service:
Scott Olson, interim
Ministry of Spiritual Life
Sherri Jischke
Ministry of Stewardship
Jeff Nichols
At Large:
Sue Dollhopf
Kay Roberts
Shirl Alix
Ex Officio Moderator
Kathy Mahoney

“NEEDLERS”
Needlers have taken the summer off. They will
resume their get togethers in September.

Church Historian:
Mowry Smith
Communication Coordinator
Marilyn Kostrzak
Time and Talent Coordinator:

Ministry of Service is looking for a few folks
interested in helping connect new comers to the
many church opportunities to fellowship, serve and
grow.
Email
Becky
Nichols
bnichols126@gmail.com if you feel you can give a couple hours
a month!
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Personnel Committee
Dan Jischke, Scott Olson
Marilyn Kostrzak
Pastoral Relations Committee
Chuck Luebke, Steve Ware,
Gary Zurbuchen, Kerry Fox

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

2

3

8:30 am
Discussion
Group

6:30 pm
Bigger Table
via Zoom

11:00 am
Bible Study

Thu

Fri

Sat

4

5

6

Church
Office Closed

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

6:30 pm
Ministry Council
7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

10:15 am
Worship

11:00 am
Staff Meeting

8:30 am
Discussion
Group

6:30 pm
Bigger Table
via Zoom

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

Church
Office Closed

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

17

18

19

20

6:30 pm
Bigger Table
via Zoom

6:00pm
Buildings &
Grounds
Meeting
7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

24

25

26

6:30 pm
Bigger Table
via Zoom

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

Church
Office Closed

11:00 am
Bible Study

14

10:15 am
Worship

15
11:00 am
Staff Meeting

16

Community
Table
8:30 am
Discussion
Group
11:00 am
Bible Study

21

10:15 am
Outdoor
Worship
Pet Blessing

22
11:00 am
Staff Meeting

23

8:30 am
Discussion
Group
11:00 am
Bible Study

Church
Office Closed

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

27

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

6:00 pm
Beer & Bible
6:30pm
Finance
Meeting

BOOK CLUB
After worship

28

10:15 am
Worship

29

30

31

11:00 am
Staff Meeting
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Summer
Church
Office
Hours
9-12

Congregational United Church of Christ
of Neenah / Menasha
1511 Nicolet Blvd.
Neenah, Wi 54956
920-725-4873
www.cuccnm.org
office@cuccnm.org

Join us for worship
in person
or
on Facebook Live
every week at
10:15 am
Services will be posted to the
website later in the day.
Outdoor Service
August 21st
Pet Blessing
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