July 2022
Gathered by the lake,
we are
Embraced by God
to grow
Empowered by Christ
to care,
Enriched by the Holy Spirit
to celebrate

GLAD TIDINGS!

Congregational United Church of Christ Neenah / Menasha

Beyond: A Spirit Lab
I wonder if some of you dear readers might want to engage in an experiment of spiritual
exploration...? I hope so. Christian faith is meant to be a quest, a social adventure, the
discovery of a more profound joy than we have yet known and shared. In my estimation,
pursuing that sensibility in our local congregation will do us all some good. Accordingly, I am
offering a new small group experience called “Beyond.”
The name Beyond indicates that the spiritual life is a growing life. When our spirituality is
genuine and real, we are growing as human beings. We aren’t static and stuck; we’re becoming
new. Beyond doesn’t mean that you are bad or wrong now; it does imply that wholeness and
peace develop and deepen over time through intentional attentiveness.
Beyond will gather four to seven individuals together with me once a week for six weeks in
order to engage and develop your spirituality. Specifically, I will invite you to focus on and design a personal project around one spiritual practice or aspect of spirituality that interests you.
You will have the resource of your peers in the group to help you do this. I will do my best to
provide a gentle, kind, open, nurturing group experience. And I hope the content of our
meetings will feel fresh (and maybe even new). I trust over the course of Beyond that you will
encounter God, realize new depth in your faith and spiritual practice, and discover fellow
travelers who become new or closer friends.
Ideally, I’d like Beyond groups to be diverse. Spirituality is livelier and more fun in the
company of people of who are unlike us in significant ways. For example, I would love for
Beyond groups to include one or more high school students, persons new to our church,
spiritual seekers who don’t attend our congregation, individuals who identify as LGBTQIA+,
persons of non-white race, persons who don’t use the word “Christian” to describe their faith,
and individuals who describe themselves as conservative. Many people in our culture are afraid
of and threatened by diversity; at our best, the church is a place we can cherish and celebrate it.
I believe what we say on Sunday: “Whoever you are, wherever you are on your faith journey, you
are welcome here.” And I would add, in this context, you have something real and valuable to
contribute. So please don’t rule yourself out, and please help Beyond by recommending it to
friends who consider themselves “spiritual but not religious” and have concluded that church
isn’t for them.
I am seeking 4-7 brave souls to become the first Beyond group sometime during the week
of 31 July-6 August. I ask two things of potential participants: 1) that you be willing to commit to
at least five of six hour-and-a-half weekly meetings over the course of six weeks. 2) that you
(Continued on next page)

intend, pledge, and strive to personally engage your own exploratory process, to be open to and
respectful of the other members of the group, to hold them in a place of grace, to actively listen
to them, and to offer feedback that helps them pursue their goals without seeking to fix them or
short-circuit their process. In short, commit to attending and to engaging. I firmly believe that if
you are able and willing to do these two things, you will grow as a human being in Beyond.
In summary, Beyond is a Spirit Lab. It is a personal small group approach to spiritual growth. It
offers each participant the opportunity to explore a spiritual practice, idea, or goal of their own
choosing within a group of peers who provide support, resources, and feedback. Beyond is
brief, intensive, and relational. I expect it will be inspiring and fun.
If reading about Beyond intrigues you, please consider coming along down this road and
learning where it leads us! If reading about Beyond causes you to think of someone you know
and love, consider inviting them to join the quest. I trust the Spirit will move people Beyond at an
opportune time, and if not that she will show us a more excellent way! I will be happy to share
conversation about this small-group experience with anyone interested, and if you feel led to go
Beyond please get in touch with me.
in time with hope,
Pastor Dave

07/02 Jacob Nault
Hal Harding
Sue Dollhopf
07/03 Ava N.
Natalie H.
07/04 Madalyn Boehnlein
Norah H.
07/06 Nick Nelson
07/08 Travis Zielinski
07/12 Jeff Stewart
Henry L.
07/11 Dave Zernicke
Mason Kufahl
07/14 Leah C.
07/17 Amy Rogoff
07/20 Tom Hobart
07/21 Patty Hoehne
07/23 Laurie Kleist
07/24 Colin S.
07/25 Pam Klockzien
Paul Franke
07/26 Caiti K.
07/27 Ken Anderson
07/28 Kelsey W.
Jeff Nichols
Ce Ce L.
07/29 Mike Vrabec
07/30 Tyler Balcomb
Pam Zielinski

Melanie Nault will be out of
the office July 5th.

Pastor Dave and Alanna
Smith will be out of the office
July 10th –15th. They will be
taking our youth on a Mission
Trip to Nashville.
Wedding Anniversaries
July 16th
Adam and Sam Chaffin
July 29th
Dan and Sherri Jischke
July 30th
Steve and Linda Stoll
July 31st
Jean & Tom McKnight
We would like to wish all a
happy
birthday or anniversary. If
your birthday or anniversary was
omitted or you would rather not
have it published, please contact
the church office.
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Please
keep
the
following in your thoughts
and prayers:
Lee Schuff,
Shirl Alix,
Brian Stoll,
Jim Sell
Homebound:
Paul Franke,
Judy Doornbos.

Spiritual Life
Happy Summer! I hope you are enjoying the
beautiful weather and are able to spend some
time with your family and friends. As you relax
and enjoy your Summer keep your ears open
for new songs and pieces. Whether you hear
them on the radio, at a concert, or any other place it doesn't
matter. Music surrounds us and is a gift from God. If you hear
a piece that you would love to hear in church, share it with me
via email! Or perhaps you may have heard a family or friend
play or sing something amazing and would enjoy having them
share it with the congregation. Let me know and we can
arrange a day that works for everyone. Music is everywhere,
take a few moments and listen for it. Enjoy the beauty of it and
know you are blessed to be able to enjoy it!
Spencer Jones
smj190@yahoo.com
Sunday Worship is in person now.
Services will be broadcasted Live on FB every
Sunday Morning and later put on our website.
Click below to find our FB page
https://facebook.com/CongregationalUCCNeenahMenasha/
It will be posted on the church website later in the day.
JUNE—AUGUST SPECIAL OFFERING
World Relief, partners with local churches and
hundreds of individual volunteers to assist refugees
and other displaced families. They’ve welcomed
hundreds of refugees to the Fox Valley in partnership with the U.S. Department of State, and have aided immigrants by providing vital services and community
connections.
Whether it’s securing housing,
supplying basic necessities, or enrolling children in school, World
Relief comes alongside these families every step of the way as
they begin on the path to belonging in the Fox Valley.
World Relief regularly hosts and participates in community events,
fundraisers, new volunteer orientations and thematic volunteer
trainings. Check their website for scheduled or upcoming
events:https://worldrelief.org/fox-valley/get-involved/events/
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JULY LECTIONARY
JULY 3RD
2 Kings 5:1-14
Psalm 30
Isaiah 66:10-14
Psalm 66:1-9
Galatians 6:(1-6), 7-16
Luke 10:1-11, 16-20
July 10th
Amos 7:7-17
Psalm 82
Deuteronomy 30:9-14
Psalm 25:1-10
Colossians 1:1-14
Luke 10:25-37
July 17th
Amos 8:1-12
Psalm 52
Genesis 18:1-10a
Psalm 15
Colossians 1:15-28
Luke 10:38-42
July 24th
Hosea 1:2-10
Psalm 85
Genesis 18:20-32
Psalm 138
Colossians 2:6-15, (16-19)
Luke 11:1-13
July 31st
Hosea 11:1-11
Psalm 107:1-9, 43
Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23
Psalm 49:1-12
Colossians 3:1-11
Luke 12:13-21

Summer Office Hours
Monday—Thursday
9:00am—12:00pm

SPIRITUAL LIFE
Summer Outdoor Worship Schedule
Be sure to be part of the best attended services of the summer! Once each
summer month we meet in the beauty of the outdoors at our outdoor chapel.
Bring your own lawn chair or use the church’s folding metal chairs. Plan to stay
for fellowship afterwards. Service will be held inside if it is raining.
July 17th
August 21th : Pet Blessing

CONGRE 8 SOCIAL GROUPS HAVE BEEN FORMED!
Group lists can be found at the Service Hub in the hallway. If you
forgot to sign up please contact Sherri Jischke or the church office.
More information to come.

A BIGGER TABLE
Join us for a fun and intriguing 13 series video (1/week) called On Our Way.
Each week is an individual video, so come when you can!
We meet every Wednesday from 6:30-7:30pm via Zoom ONLY
For the Zoom invite and link to the video please email Alanna at
ce@cuccnm.org or watch for Melanie’s weekly newsletter for the zoom link and video link.
There will be no Bigger Table on July 12th
Pastor Dave and Alanna will be away
with the Mission Trip kids

MINSISTRY OF STEWARDSHIP
Thank You’s from June Finance Meeting
•
•
•
•

Steve Stoll for his dedication for all he has done for the church.
Kevin Shumann for continuously working to put in the AC.
Ralph Liesch for working on the grounds.
Barbara Van Gorp and John Dobbins for their work on the grounds.
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Ministry of Faith Development
MISSION TRIP
6 High School students will be joining First
Congregational Church, Oshkosh on a mission
trip to Nashville July 10-15.
Would you like to donate to the Mission Trip? In the Narthex
you will find a poster of a van full of ways to donate. Take a gas
card, snack bag or monetary donation card and return it to
Alanna or Melanie in the office or place it in the offering. Make
sure you specify “Mission Trip” on your check or the envelope.
Thank you for supporting the Mission Trip this far. The youth
needed to raise over $5,000 by the end of June, as of date
they have made their goal! With gas prices rising, we could
use additional help with funds. If you are able to help,
considering donating to the Mission Trip.
Confirmation Class
The 2022/23 confirmation class has begun! The
youth met for a fun day of mini golf as a get-to-knowyou gathering, in June. We hope to do another one
in July and August. The past 2 years of the pandemic has made
it hard for these youth to meet each other in person, Zoom is
great, but you don’t really get to know each other the same way

SUMMER CHURCH CAMP CAMPERS
This year we had 13 campers going to Daycholah
Center (previously Pilgrim Center) for Night Owl
Camp, Myth Busters Camp and Mom and Me Camp.
Out of the 13 campers, 11 are “regulars” at Daycholah Center. We are very excited for the 2 new campers; we are
sure camp will become a tradition for you as it has for the
others!
Please keep these kids (and parents) in your prayers as they
are reunited with friends at their favorite camp this summer.
Alex A., Sam A., Luke A., Anna B., Drew B., Izzy H., Annabeth H
& her mom Diana H., Ethan M., Tyler M., Cassie S., Nolan S.
and Quinn S. We also have 5 past members, who have moved
to Maryland & Michigan joining up with these campers as well.
Even moving away from Wisconsin can’t stop these kids from
coming back to their favorite camp!

SUNDAY SCHOOL
TEACHERS ARE NEEDED
FOR
NEXT SCHOOL YEAR!!
Do
you
enjoy
spending
time
with kids? Would
like to be a part of
our youth’s education?
We are in need of teachers for
PreK-1st, 2nd-4th All teaching
roles are done on a monthly
rotation. (in most cases you
would only teach once a
month)
If you like hearing the
laughter of children and would
like to teach God’s love, please
talk to Alanna Smith today!
ce@cuccnm.org
VACATION
BIBLE SCHOOL
It is with a sad heart
that the Ministry of
Faith
Development
has decided to not have VBS
this summer. The team that has
headed up VBS for years has
disbanded, some have moved,
most no longer have children
in the program. If you would
be interested in helping with
VBS for 2023 please contact
Alanna at ce@cuccnm.org.
First Presbyterian in Neenah,
who we have partnered with in
the past, will be hosting VBS,
Parable of the Sower, July 10th
-13th, from 5:30pm to 7:30pm.

SUMMER CAMP
It is not too late to register for Summer Camp, go to https://ucci.org/ to find the
perfect camp for you, your child or your family. Camp is for ALL ages, so hurry up and
register now! If you need help or have any questions, please don’t hesitate to ask.
ce@cuccnm.org
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Ministry of Faith Development
BRAT FRY
We hosted our Annual Brat Fry,
featuring the famous Jacob’s brats
on Saturday, June 11th.
Thank you to all who came out and supported
us, we profited $1489.50! All proceeds go to
supporting our campers at church camp this
summer! We are paying 50% of camp dues for
the 13 campers going this summer.

BAKE SALE
We hosted a Bake Sale alongside the Brat
Fry on Saturday, June 11th.
Campers and Mission Trip youth all baked
lots of goodies to sell and
made $397.50 to go
towards the Mission Trip.
Thank you to all who
baked and ate the goodies!

RUMMAGE SALE RECAP
Thank you all for your generous donations to help raise $2,512.75 which will
go toward helping pay for the final upgrade to the audio equipment in the
sanctuary. To everyone that helped set-up, clean-up and work the days of the
sale – Thank You! Your time and talents before, after and during this two-day
event are commendable and so appreciated. Some people shopping at the
sale have already asked if we are doing it again next year – this is a
compliment to CUCCNM – we are making a difference in our community and for our
neighbors. That is the core reason we do this event every year. Thank you!
Rummage
sale

Our Mission Trip
Kids Making

t-shirt bags to be
given out during
their trip to
Nashville.
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NOTE FROM OUR MODERATOR
On June 13th, I visited the First Congregational Church of Oshkosh to hear Jacob
Nault preach. He devoted his service to Access Sunday. Each year, one Sunday is
designated on the UCC church calendar as Access Sunday. The occasion celebrates
the gifts of persons with disabilities and the strides that the church has made in being
more whole through becoming more accessible. Jacob’s call to worship, prayers, music, guided
meditation and message embraced the different abilities present in our community. The
meditation he shared resonated with me and I requested permission to reprint it here. Please
take time to read it and reflect upon it. I hope you find it as meaningful as I did.
Ann Pabst
The Body of God by Bekah Anderson
Imagine the body of God.
Imagine it with all the genders and races and physical descriptions of the world. God is male and
female and both and neither and all. God is black and brown and olive and tan. God has hair in long
braids, wrinkled face, flat nose, small eyes, full beard, curvy body, long arms, short legs. God wears
flowing dresses, and blue jeans, and saris, and turbans, and tuxedos, and lots and lots of jewelry.
God has tattoos of every animal of the world, and a single heart-shaped stud in their right ear.
And God has every ability, and every disability in the world.
God walks, God limps, God rolls, God crawls. God gets where God needs to be, gets to us, however
God can.
God's mind works with the speed—and sometimes the randomness—of ADHD. God feels pain with
the depths of depression, and energy like an episode of mania. God hears voices: the voices of all
people and all living things. God has no one way of solving problems. Sometimes God moves from
step to step with the most analytic of minds. Sometimes God makes great intuitive leaps that cannot
be explained. Sometimes God gets stuck in a loop because the present, whether good or bad, is the
time where God lives.
God paints with their feet and reads with their hands. God can dance by swaying and shuffling, and
sing by making noises that are not words, but express emotions that words cannot.
God is too busy reaching out to us to be concerned that they cannot see. God is too busy feeling the
rhythms of music in their bones to worry about what it sounds like. God is too busy loving, loving
with all God's arrhythmic heart to be anything but grateful for the body they have.
Is it any wonder that we have trouble grasping God, when God's body does not move the way we
expect a body to move? Is it any wonder we have trouble understanding God when God speaks with
the slurred words of Cerebral Palsy? Is it any wonder that we cannot comprehend God, who bares
the chronic pain of the suffering of the world?
How can we come closer to this being beyond our comprehension, this bodymind that meets none
of our expectations?
By freeing ourselves of expectations.
By searching for God in the unique bodyminds of our fellow human beings.
By seeking to understand that which challenges us, and confuses us, and frightens us.
By accepting ourselves, and the bodyminds that make us who we are.
When we pray that all of this may be so; when we pray to love all bodies and minds; when we pray
to be both broken and whole at once: we are praying to be more like God.
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THANK YOU NOTE
Dear Congregation,
Thank you for your generous gift of $27,150.00 received on 05/06/ 2022 for
the home 301 sponsorship. Your gift provides families with health, stability,
and hope.
“Habitat means to me chance, opportunity, stability, a sense of pride and fairness. Habitat has
taught me that there are still wonderful people around this world. “– Shaunna, Habitat
Homebuyer.
Shaunna is a single mom to her son Keltin and has worked hard to make sure he’s always had a
sense of home despite moving from rental to rental. “ Home means to me safety, stability, feeling
secure, peace of mind, a place to make memories with friends and family. Habitat + Home equals
love. “
They are excited to move in their home in 2022 and they’re able to do so because of you!
Thank you for supporting this mission and thank you for believing in a world where everyone has a
safe place to love live, learn, and grow
Peace John Weyenberg
President and CEO.

Thank you for your long-standing partnership with our
organization. Your congregation has made positive
lasting impacts on countless families in our community!

Church Information
1511 Nicolet Blvd.
Neenah Wi 54956
920-725-4873

Accountant’s Corner
Giving Income

$

Interest + Rents

Other Income
Total Income

$

Expenses
Difference

$

May

Year to Date

15,709

$ 114,334

2,300

10,676

1

103

18,010

$ 125,112

20,193

95,462

(2,183)

$

29,651

We were in the RED at the
end of the month but
Black for year to date.
Thank you to everyone who has contributed!
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Website: www.cuccnm.org
Pastor
pastor@cuccnm.org
Church Office
office@cuccnm.org
Christian Education Director
ce@cuccnm.org
Time & Talent Coordinator
volunteers@cuccnm.org
Wider Church Contacts:
www.ucc.org
(United Church of Christ)
www.neaucc.org
(Northeast Association )
www.wcucc.org
Wisconsin Conference

CARE OF CREATION
“WASTE WATCHERS”
Food waste makes up 20% of municipal waste in Wisconsin’s landfills and getting worse.
Food waste doesn’t just take up space. Food waste in landfills contributes heavily to the
production of methane causing more global warming.
Using or composting can reduce greenhouse gas emissions as much as 600,000 passenger
vehicles according to Wisconsin DNR (Department of Natural Resources) and Management
program estimates.
Food waste falls into two main categories: wasted food, which is formerly edible food that is
spoiled or thrown away without being eaten, and inedible food scraps, which are things that cannot be eaten.
Composting is great for scraps that are inedible. However, only plant materials can be
composted along with newspaper, card board and egg shells.
We all can do a few easy things every date to reduce our food waste and its burden on our
landfills.
1.PLAN AHEAD. Before heading to the grocery store, take stock of what you have on hand, plan
a few meals, make a list and stick to it. Don’t just wing it.
2. STORE LEFTOVER SAFELY. Handling your leftovers properly will help you avoid throwing
them away. Cool them in shallow containers in the fridge to keep bacteria at bay and if you’re
freezing something, wrap it securely to keep air out and prevent freezer burn. Label it with name
and date so you can identify it later.
3. MAKE SMART FOOD SUBSTITUTIONS. Avoid buying ingredients you’ll only use once in
small amounts, and swap with substitutes. Use maple syrup instead of honey, cottage cheese instead of ricotta, and make your own buttermilk by adding vinegar or lemon juice to milk.
4. KNOW THE FRIDGE ZONES. Bust out your fridge’s user guide to learn about its zones or pay
close attention to when you store it in different areas of your fridge. Learn what areas work best
for what types of food.
5. RESCUE FOODS NEARING THE END. Bananas getting brown? Peel and freeze them in
sections, then use in smoothies or make chocolate covered bananas. Sad looking spinach? Sauté
for a few minutes and add to pizza, lasagna or pasta. Wilty kale? Do the same or stick it a glass of
water in the fridge to perk it up.
6. UNDERSTAND DATE LABELS. Except for infant formula, expiration dates are provided by the
company for best quality. Food past a “best by” or “use by” date is not automatically unsafe.
Source: Wisconsin Natural Resources Magazine/wnrmag.com
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Spiritual Life
BEER AND BIBLE
July 26th
6:00 pm
Zuppas
1540 S Commercial St. Neenah
More information to come

Ministry Council
Moderator:
Ann Pabst
Vice Moderator:
Scott Olson

BOOK CLUB IS BACK!

We will read Take This Bread and meet
August 21 at The Sweet Lair in downtown
Menasha. They have the room reserved for us
after the church service, approximately
1130am. There are copies in the local library
system. Everyone is welcome.

Secretary:
Mary Janness
Accountant:
Dave Zernicke
Ministry of Faith Development
Dawn Welling
Interim Ministry of Service:
Scott Olson, interim

DISCUSSION GROUP
Tuesdays at 8:30-9:30 am
We meet at Four Seasons Restaurant in
Neenah for breakfast and lively
discussion about current issues and
faith trends
1104 South Commercial Street, Neenah
Everyone is Welcome!

Ministry of Spiritual Life
Sherri Jischke
Ministry of Stewardship
Jeff Nichols
At Large:
Sue Dollhopf
Kay Roberts
Shirl Alix
Ex Officio Moderator
Kathy Mahoney

“NEEDLERS”
Needlers have taken the summer off. They will
resume their get togethers in September.

Church Historian:
Mowry Smith
Communication Coordinator
Marilyn Kostrzak
Time and Talent Coordinator:

Ministry of Service is looking for a few folks
interested in helping connect new comers to the
many church opportunities to fellowship, serve and
grow.
Email
Becky
Nichols
bnichols126@gmail.com if you feel you can give a couple hours
a month!
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Personnel Committee
Dan Jischke, Scott Olson
Marilyn Kostrzak
Pastoral Relations Committee
Chuck Luebke, Steve Ware,
Gary Zurbuchen, Kerry Fox

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Summer
Church
Office
Hours
9-12

Fri
1

Sat
2

Church
Office Closed

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10:15 am
Worship

Church
Office Closed

8:30 am
Discussion Group

6:30 pm
Bigger Table
via Zoom

6:30 pm
Ministry Council
7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

Church
Office Closed

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

13

14

15

16

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

Church
Office Closed

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

11:00 am
Bible Study

10

11

12

10:15 am
Worship

11:00 am
Staff Meeting

8:30 am
Discussion Group
11:00 am
Bible Study

————————————-Youth Mission Trip to Nashville————————————17
18
19
20
21
22
10:15 am
Outdoor
Worship

11:00 am
Staff Meeting

8:30 am
Discussion Group
11:00 am
Bible Study

24

10:15 am
Worship

6:30 pm
Bigger Table
via Zoom

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

Church
Office Closed

25

26

27

28

29

11:00 am
Staff Meeting

8:30 am
Discussion Group
11:00 am
Bible Study
6:00 pm
Beer& Bible
6:30pm
Finance Meeting

6:30 pm
Bigger Table
via Zoom

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

Church
Office Closed

31

10:15 am
Worship

11

23
7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

30

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

Congregational United Church of Christ
of Neenah / Menasha
1511 Nicolet Blvd.
Neenah, Wi 54956
920-725-4873
www.cuccnm.org
office@cuccnm.org

Join us for worship
in person
or
on Facebook Live
every week at
10:15 am
Services will be posted to the
website later in the day.
Outdoor Service
July 17th
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