
  

 

April 2022                                             GLAD TIDINGS! 

 Congregational United Church of Christ Neenah / Menasha                          

Gathered by the lake, 
      we are 
Embraced by God  
      to grow 
Empowered by Christ 
       to care, 
Enriched by the Holy Spirit 
       to celebrate 

(Continued on next page) 

People learn to pray largely by imitation.  For that reason, I collect prayers of all kinds.  They 
shape and fire my imagination, like a potter works clay.  They teach my heart and mind and voice 
“the sound of the genuine.”  I’m intrigued by the ways different individuals sound Scripture,                   
develop metaphors, do theology, quote fellow travelers and older prayers, and build rhythm, 
rhyme, and wordplay into their speech.  I’m interested in what people value, what they ask of 
God, what they confess and promise, what moves and inspires them, what good they are ready to 
do.  This is “A Lenten Prayer,” first prayed by Obie Wright, Jr. in 1994.  I invite you to read it               
slowly, taste it like savory food, let it fill you with the flavor of its nourishment.  If the Spirit so 
moves, come back to the beginning and read it out loud.    

     God bless your prayers and your praying.  Pastor Dave 
 

“Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, and the majesty: 
for all that is in heaven and in earth is thine; thine is the kingdom, O Lord, and thou art exalted as 
head above all” (1 Chron 29:11, KJV).  Like a potter, You scooped up clay, soiled your hands with 
it, pressed, patted, and pounded it, and breathed into lowly dust the breath of divinity.  The sun 
and moon praise You, the stars of light praise You; having tumbled from your wondrous                  
fingertips they forever sing, as they shine, the hand that made us is divine. 
 O God, our father in heaven, our Mother on earth as in heaven, You love us with an                    
everlasting love; You hold us, and never loosening hold, You are molding and making us still.  
Forgive our ingratitude, our tardiness to worship You as the center of our unbroken praise.  God, 
our All Supply, free us from the agitation of self-absorption.  May we hear Your gentle voice                       
saying to us now, “Be still, and know that I am God (Ps. 46:10, KJV).” 
 Lord Jesus, be to us the power of God unto salvation.  Give us stout hearts to hang tough 
with the hopes of the prophets.  Embolden us with a “passion for the possible.”  Make us zealous 
for Your kingdom’s goal of mutual service and mutual bliss, with every barrier broken down, and 
You, dear Lord, whose name is Love, abiding with us always as the only power and presence in 
our lives. 
 Spirit of holiness, prod us, rebuke us, charm and enchant us until our minds are stayed on 
the Beloved Community.  Lift us up—put running in our feet, clapping in our hands.  Lord, make us 
free, make us whole, fill our voices with the sound of the genuine.  Make us ready to testify: 
 Done made my vow to the Lord and I will never turn back, 
 I will go, I shall go, to see what the end will be. 
 Done opened my mouth to the Lord and I will never turn back, 
 I will go, I shall go, to see what the end will be.  (African-American spiritual) 
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Please keep the                               
following in your thoughts  
and   prayers:  

 

             Lee Schuff,  
 Shirl Alix, 
Brian Stoll,  

Homebound:  
Paul Franke,  

 Judy Doornbos.  

We would like to wish all a             
happy    birthday or anniversary. If 
your   birthday or   anniversary was 
omitted or you would rather not 
have it  published, please contact 
the church office. 

April Anniversaries  

4/01   Paula Botten 
4/06   Tim Montour            
4/08   Eli Oestreich    
            Ron Roberts                                                                             
4/13   Emily Nault 
4/17   Sharon Swatscheno 
4/18   Gary Bezella 
4/19   Dolores Gear 
           Sharon Oestreich 
4/21   Graham E. 
            Alex A.                            
           Christina Brahe 
4/24   Ginny Stutzman 
           Cadey K.                                   
            Steve Boehnlein 
4/26   Jack Fry                                                                                
4/27   Petie Agnew 
4/28   Pat Katzman 
4/29   Christopher Meyer 
            David Frey                                      

 
 

April 13th 
Don and Laurie Kleist 

Amy and Wayde Rogoff 
April 19th 

Dar and Lee Schuff 

  

Strong Son of God, our Healing Wisdom, we give thanks for the glorious promise of new begin-
nings.  Thank you for apostles of sensitiveness who have walked among us with the listening ear 
that hears beyond a sister’s faults, a brother’s failures, the child within crying for acceptance, and 
for “new hands for holding on.”   Thank You for men and women, children and youth, of every 
race, nation, and creed who have trod paths of undiscourageable good will, and “with new eyes 
for seeing,” let their light shine in the midnight of warring madness.  Thank You for those whose 
feet have been shod with the justice that triumphs over rivalry for selfish gain.  For all travelers of 
the road less traveled who have led us in Your righteousness, and made plain Your way before 
our faces, we give You praise and thanksgiving (see Ps. 5:8, KJV). 
 God of all good life, on our journey toward Easter, cleanse our hearts of every desire to 
mimic the violence of wrongs that befall us.  Save us from becoming the evil we hate.  Save us 
from denial of abuses which daily crucify Christ afresh.  Drive away the chilling cold, the wintry 
frost, of numbing detachment from other’s pain, and our own hurts, also.  Breathe, O breathe 
Your empowering Spirit into the troubled hearts of Your children who wish they could wish to 
love but cannot. 
 Creator of our bodies, Father and Mother of our spirits, O how we yearn to see You and 
our Friend Jesus face to face.  Precious to us are the Christ-like influences, and the whispered           
encouragement to keep on keeping on, of souls whom we loved long since and lost awhile.  
What a morning it will be when we mingle our voices with theirs, and with all the souls invisible, 
and adoring angels in a mighty chorus of unending wonder.  My Lord, what a morning when You 
shall crown us with the crowns You are holding now above our heads.  Chastise, charm, and             
enchant us until we have grown tall enough to wear them. 
 Hear our prayer, in the name of Jesus, the Shining Way, the Truth, and the Life.  Amen. 
 
 

 From James Melvin Washington, ed. Conversations with God: Two Centuries of Prayers by African Americans 
(New York: HarperCollins, 1994), 277-79 

 

I This phrase is inspired by William Sloane Coffin.  See his 1993 book, A Passion for the Possible.  

Ii This phrase and the subsequent “with new eyes for seeing” are taken from Fred Kaan’s hymn “Help Us Accept 

Church office 

closed  

April 18th 

http://www.newsletternewsletter.com/SearchArt/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95096150
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 Spiritual Life 

Sunday Worship is in person now.  
We ask that you please wear a mask while 

 you are in the church building.  
Services will be broadcasted  Live on FB every                                     
Sunday Morning and later put on our website.  

 

Click below to find our FB page   
https://facebook.com/CongregationalUCCNeenahMenasha/   

 It will be posted on the church website later in the day. 
www.cuccnm.org. 

APRIL  LECTIONARY 
 

April 3rd 
Isaiah 43:16-21   

 Psalm 126    
 Philippians 3:4b-14   

 John 12:1-8  
 

April 10th  
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29   

 Luke 19:28-40 
 

April 17th 
Acts 10:34-43 or  
Isaiah 65:17-25    

 Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24    
 1 Corinthians 15:19-26 or  

Acts 10:34-43   
 John 20:1-18 or  

Luke 24:1-12 
 

April 24th 
Acts 5:27-32   

 Psalm 118:14-29 or  
Psalm 150   

 Revelation 1:4-8   
 John 20:19-31 

 

 

 

 

 

RUMMAGE SALE JUNE 10-11 

It’s Rummage Sale time! June 10 -11 are the sale dates. We will 
begin to collect items May 2! We will gather the items on the 
stage in fellowship hall. Items can be dropped off during               
regular office hours. We will take almost  anything (clothes, 
household, furniture, toys, games, glass, knick-knacks, antiques, 
beds, towels, etc.) But we won’t take TVs, old monitors or                    
computers or basically if you have to pay to recycle it – we won’t 
take that item. Any questions, please contact Marilyn Kostrzak 
(920-680-5237  or mkostrzak@aol.com)  

Rummage 

sale 

Happy April!  We are halfway through Lent 
and I hope you have been able to enjoy and 
reflect on the beautiful music.  I am really                 
excited to share that we will be having another 

pop up choir for Easter and hope you will join us. We will have 
one rehearsal, Wednesday, April 13th after the Lenten service 
and then will sing Easter Sunday. I hope you'll join us! If you're  
interested, please let Spencer know!  
 

Summer is also starting to near and we would love to have you 
share your talents with us!  Whether you've just started playing 
or singing or have been for many years.  Just contact Spencer 
and we will line up a Sunday in Summer for you to share your 
wonderful talents with us!   
 

Spencer Jones  

Habitat House 
301 Update 

 
Habitat House 301, 431 Elm 
Street  Neenah, will be                    
dedicated in late April and 
the CUCCNM volunteers who 
helped are invited to attend. 
Watch for details to come by 
email.   
 
If you would like to make a 
donation to Habitat For                 
Humanity for the construction 
fo House 301, Please send it 
to CUCCNM ASAP. THANK 
YOU! 

https://facebook.com/CongregationalUCCNeenahMenasha/
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=122#hebrew_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=122#psalm_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=122#epistle_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=122#gospel_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=123#psalm_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=123#gospel_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=132#hebrew_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=132#hebrew_oth_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=132#hebrew_oth_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=132#psalm_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=132#epistle_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=132#epistle_oth_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=132#gospel_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=132#gospel_oth_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=134#hebrew_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=134#psalm_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=134#psalm_oth_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=134#epistle_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=134#gospel_reading
mailto:mkostrzak@aol.com
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiU4YyOq5TkAhUFi6wKHSuwD8QQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartpanda.com%2Fclipart_images%2Fhabitat-for-humanity-helps-68987637&psig=AOvVaw1n7cM0sgrBQQly-n5N-OXJ&ust=156648971
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CUCCNM is responsible for the                 
Community Table  

on  3rd Tuesday every other month  
 

We will again use the Perfect Potluck 
sign up  system. You have 
the option to bring a hot 
casserole to serve 5                
people instead of                       
sandwiches. The casserole 
can be put into take away   

containers on site (containers are          
provided by community                                   
Table).  Please use the     below link to  
sign up. 
 
April 19th  link : 

 https://www.PerfectPotluck.com/POHI8671 

Here are the dates for 2022 :  
June 21 

August  16 
October 18 

December 20 

Spiritual Life 

LENTEN DISCUSSION SERIES 

“WE ARE THE DRUM” 

Wednesdays (April 6), 6:30-7:30 PM,  
Congregational United Church of Christ, Neenah/

Menasha 

Fellowship Hall 
 

  
  

 “We Are the Drum” is a musical that 

portrays the African American historical and 
spiritual experience in the United States 

through song, dance, and speech.  “We Are 

the Drum” was produced and filmed in 2020 by 

CAPITA Productions, a non-profit community theater 
group  dedicated to   uniting diverse people through 
music.  The cast consists of youth and adults from 
Milwaukee.   

 

 As an aid to our exploration of human               
vulnerability and resilience, we will screen and                

discuss “We Are the Drum” on successive 

Wednesday evenings in Lent.  Specifically, we will 
meet in the church Fellowship Hall at 6:30 PM (on 

March 30, and April 6).  We’ll watch approximately 

thirty-minute segments of “We Are the Drum” on 

video each week, and then spend another half hour 
discussing both its content and our spiritual                       
responses to it.  For those who  or prefer not to                       
participate in person, there will be virtual options.  If 
you desire to  participate remotely, please email 
Alanna (CE@cuccnm.org)  or Pastor Dave 
(pastor@cuccnm.org)  for more information. 
 

ZOOM INFORMATION 
Topic: We Are the Drum  

Time: Mar 9, 2022 06:30 PM Central Time (US and 
Canada) 

        until April 6, 2022,     
Join Zoom Meeting 

Click Here :   
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87999614789?

pwd=anVFVzB1OWxDSXlVcVFjUUMreEQ5QT09 
 

Meeting ID: 879 9961 4789 
Passcode: 200690 

Maundy Thursday  
Soup Supper and Worship 

April 14, 2022 

 6 pm in Fellowship Hall 

 

EASTER SUNDAY 

SERVICE 

APRIL 17TH   

10:15 AM  
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Ministry of Faith Development 

CAMP AWESUM- IT IS TIME TO REGISTER! 
Camp AweSum is open to all high school and college                    
students. They will experience a week of great fun at Moon 
Beach as they assist families with children of the Autism                    
Spectrum. The fee will be  covered 100% between the                         
scholarship and fundraisers. There are multiple weeks being 
offered, please contact Alanna if you are interested in going. 
ce@cuccnm.org 

CAMP SCHOLARSHIP  SILENT AUCTION! 
Do you like cool things? Do you like supporting a good 
cause? Then you will love our Silent Auction! 
Starting Sunday, April 3rd- Sunday April 17th you will 
have the chance to bid on all the cool things that were 

donated, some are purchased, some are homemade, some are 
made from our very own Sunday School Classes! 
All proceeds go toward the Camp Scholarship Fund, helping 
send kids and adults to Church Camp this summer.  

HEY CAMPERS OF ALL AGES! 
Whether you are an experienced camper or new, 
Daycholah (previously known as Pilgrim Center), 
Moon Beach and Cedar Valley have what you are 
looking for. Join us each week   during service to 
hear some of our own Camp Moments, adults and 

youth will share with you their memories of camp and how it 
affected them.  
Now is the time to start thinking about camp                                      
registration. Registration is open and filing up fast. A                     
complete camp schedule and registration online can be 
found at www.ucci.org. Camp is open now to children as 
young as 4 and families! Scholarships are  available for all 
campers. Once your camper is registered, please email me a 
copy of the registration so I can start the scholarship process. 
Email Alanna at ce@cuccnm.org. If you have questions about 
camp or wonder which camp is best for you or your child, 
please call or email Alanna at ce@cuccnm.org  

MISSION TRIP 
 

 

The High School students will 
be joining First Congregational 
Church, Oshkosh on a mission 
trip to Nashville July 10-15. We 
have 6 youth who plan to                  
attend, we are very excited to 
share this with our youth!                  
For more information, ask            
Alanna or   Pastor Dave. We will 
be having fundraisers to help 
the youth pay for their way, 
please consider donating when 
you have the chance! Thank 
you for helping make the Brat 

Fry To-Go such a success. The 
youth raised $387.10 towards 
their goal. It was such a success 
we decided to have a                             
Cinnamon Roll Bake Sale                  
To-Go 
 
 

CINNAMON ROLLS BAKE SALE 
 

Sunday, April 10th from 11:15-12:00, the youth                    
going on the Mission Trip will be having a                        
Cinnamon Roll Bake Sale To-Go to help fund their 

trip. Stop by the table in the hallway after worship to get                      
yourself a  cinnamon roll (or 2 or 3) to go! Free Will Donations 
will be  accepted.  

 
 
 
 

BIGGER TABLE 
 

A Bigger Table is taking Lent 
off. We will return on                      
Wednesday, April 27th at 6:30-
7:30. We offer a hybrid option, 
feel free to join us in the 
church lounge or on Zoom. 
Please email Alanna if you 
would like the zoom link. 
 
Join us for a video discussion 
group where we explore 
themes of faith and spirituality. 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fst3.depositphotos.com%2F7960594%2F16979%2Fv%2F1600%2Fdepositphotos_169798610-stock-illustration-man-sitting-at-the-table.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fdepositphotos.com%2F169798610%2Fstock-illustration-man
http://www.ucci.org/
mailto:ce@cuccnm.org
mailto:ce@cuccnm.org
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Ministry of Faith Development 

CONFIRMATION 
Confirmation will begin its 12-month class in May 2022. The class will consist of all               
current 7th & 8th graders. (Depending on class size, we may also include current 6th 
graders). Please reach out to Alanna at ce@cuccnm.org if you would like your child to 
be a part of this class. (6th, 7th & 8th graders). It is not required to be a member of our 
church to participate in and be confirmed. All are welcome.  

APRIL SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 SCHEDULE 

Sunday school is back to in person!!! There is a 
hybrid option, if you would like this option, 
please reach out to Alanna at ce@cuccnm.org 
 
PreK-4th grade will start in worship at 10:15 and 
then move to their classroom around 10:30-
11:15. Parents will need to pick up their youth in 
the education wing, follow the laughter to find 
them! Room 6. The story for March is Easter. 
 
5th-8th grade will start in worship at 10:15 and then move to 
their classroom around 10:30-11:15. Please bring your bible 
every week. Room 7 
 
High School will meet from 9:00-10:00 in Fellowship Hall. Mary 
has great things planned! 
 
 

Our PreK-4th grade Sunday School is a rotation curriculum; 
children will be taught 1 story a month but taught with                   
different teaching techniques. Storytelling, crafts, science, 
games and cooking will be used to teach our children             
important Bible stories. 
Middle School dives deeper into the bible and learns how to 
live as a Christian in today’s world. 
High School dives even deeper into what it means to be a 
Christian and how to be a Christian in today’s world.  
Sunday School is divided into different ages; 3 years old- 4th 
grade, 5th-8th grade and 9th-12th grade.  
 
April 3rd: Worship Sunday, no Sunday School, enjoy this time 
as a family in worship.   
April 10th: PreK-4th10:15-11:15; Middle School 10:15-11:15; 
High School 9:00-10:00 
April 17th: No Sunday School: EASTER! 
April 24th: PreK-4th10:15-11:15; Middle School 10:15-11:15; 
High School 9:00-10:00 

TAKE OUT CHURCH 
Take Out Church will continue 
for families who would like to 
continue virtual Sunday School, 
please reach out to Alanna if you 
want to continue with Take Out 
Church.  

SUNDAY SCHOOL                     
TEACHERS ARE NEEDED 

FOR                                      
NEXT SCHOOL YEAR!! 

We are looking for 1-2 more 
teachers to co-teach PreK-1st 
grade and 1-2 teachers to               
co-teach 2nd-4th grade. If you 
like hearing the laughter of 
children and would like to 
teach God’s love, please talk 
to Alanna Smith today! 
ce@cuccnm.org  You would 
only teach 1 Sunday a month 
with an easy pre-written              
curriculum, very little                      
planning needs to be done.   

 
EASTER LILIES 

If you   purchased 
an Easter Lily, 

please pick it up after worship 
on Easter or on Good Friday 
if you opted to take it home 
prior to Easter Worship.  

mailto:ce@cuccnm.org
mailto:ce@cuccnm.org
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Note from Church Moderator 

 

  At the time of my writing, it has been 23 days since Russia invaded Ukraine, bills are              
being passed by states trying to restrict access to voting, books are being banned from 
school libraries regarding gender and marginalized communities, and the polarity               
between political parties is as big as ever. If we break down what all of these issues have in 
common, one aspect is information. 
 

  Where do we get our information, is it fully vetted, do all people have access to the same                       
information, are some people prevented by policies to gain access to information? Pretty heavy stuff. 
 

  I just finished reading a book by Susan Orlean, titled “The Library Book”. The main theme is a                     
historical perspective of the 1986 fire of the Los Angeles Central Library. It burned for seven hours 
and consumed over 400,000 books and water damaged approximately 700,000. The cause was                
never definitely proven, but the determination by the fire department at the time was arson. The 
book continues to delve into the history of the library, the different characters that were the city             
librarians and history of libraries world wide. It truly is a fascinating read! 
 

  I had not heard this story before, but learned at the same time as this fire, the Chernobyl nuclear     
reactor melt down was occurring and dominated newspaper headlines. Susan Orlean’s writing is                 
impactful and thoughtful. She offers us the main purpose of arson is money - however, there is no 
money to be made by burning libraries. Instead, libraries are usually burned because they contain 
ideas that someone finds problematic. More powerful is her statement, “Taking books away from a 
culture is to take away its shared memory. It’s like taking away the ability to remember your dreams. 
Destroying a culture’s books is sentencing it to something worse than death; It is sentencing it to 
seem as if it never lived.” 
 

  On the brighter side, she reflects that libraries are vital to communities - where else can you go and 
sit for free, read for free and take home books for free? The library absorbs it all.  “Every problem that 
society has, the library has, too, because the boundary between society and the library is porous; 
nothing good is kept out of the library, and nothing bad.”  
 

  My thought for this article is that we should be more like the library - accept the good and the bad, 
listen to one another, try to understand an issue and get as many facts as possible before passing 
judgment. I also recommend reading this book - while it is non-fiction, it reads like a novel with                
intrigue, humor, history and great characters. 
 

Ann Pabst  

Ministry of Service 

Ministry of Service is 
looking for a few folks 
interested in helping 
connect new comers 
to the many church 

opportunities to fellowship, serve and 
grow. Email Becky Nichols  
bnichols126@gmail.com if you feel you 
can give a couple hours a month! 

FELLOWSHIP TIME RETURNS! 
 EASTER SUNDAY! 

 

Since COVID numbers have                  
declined,  we will be returning to 
a time of  fellowship after Worship 
each Sunday.  Help is needed with refreshments 
and making coffee.  If you would like to help,                
contact Melanie in the church office 
(office@cuccnm.org) 
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Accountant’s Corner 

We were in the Black at the  
end of the month!  

Thank you to everyone who                                    
has  contributed! 

Church Information 
1511 Nicolet Blvd. 
Neenah Wi  54956 

920-725-4873 
 

Website: www.cuccnm.org 
 

Pastor 
pastor@cuccnm.org 

 

Church Office 
office@cuccnm.org 

 

Christian Education Director 
ce@cuccnm.org 

 

Time & Talent Coordinator 
volunteers@cuccnm.org 

 

Wider Church Contacts: 
 

www.ucc.org 
(United Church of Christ) 

 

www.neaucc.org 
(Northeast Association ) 

 

www.wcucc.org 
Wisconsin Conference 

Building and Grounds  

SPRING CLEAN UP 
APRIL 23RD 9:30 AM 

 
Spring is finally here! At least I’m hoping, as I write this March 19th, that by the time this Glad  
Tidings arrives it will be. That means it’s time for spring cleaning – or cleanup - of the church 
grounds. 
 
Fox Valley Tree Care hauled away most of the debris from removing our diseased ash trees but 
there is still much to do. And many hands make light work. 
 
Please consider setting aside a couple hours Saturday, April 23, at 9:30AM (April 30 rain date) to 
come with your rake and gloves and help us make our CUCCNM an inviting place to worship. 
 
Your Building and Grounds Committee. 

  February  Year to Date 

Giving Income  $    21,510   $    44,255  

Interest + Rents          2,100           3,975  

Other Income            102             102  

Total Income  $    23,713   $    48,332  

Expenses        19,846         37,982  

Difference  $      3,866   $    10,350  
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April Special Offering  

Braiding Sweetwater  

Here are my suggestions after reading the book Braiding Sweetwater with church group and   
discussion: 
 

1.  Sponsor a  Farm to Table event: 
      *buy in season ,   *organic products ,  *gardening w/o pesticides  
         *being exposed to dirt produces calming hormones such as oxytocin 
 

2.  Milk.weed.org the publisher of this book: “We encourage readers to reflect upon the histor-
ical legacies in the land they occupy (I.e. indigenous peoples who lived here before us and have been 
displaced; how they related to what we call our land.) Maybe incorporate into service on Arbor Day? 

 

3.  How do we honor and respect the land owned by our church and treated with respect and                   
reciprocity: 
      * how we maintain the grounds, use of chemicals, fertilizers, pesticides, plants we choose and  their 

impact (do they help birds, bees, butterflies?); label plants and trees with capital letters to show re-
spect and educate. 

      *Is there anything we do that impacts on health of Lake? 
 

4.  Our use of energy: solar panels, investments invested in oil or carbon, footprint of our investments. 
 

5.  Point out the advantages of our preschool program and how it’s teaching children to respect and                    
interact with nature. 

 

6.   Use of our labyrinth: can we add anything to encourage it’s used in connection with land in                      
nature? Label trees, label plants, ideas from book to meditate upon? 

 

7.   Use the Thanksgiving address before Thanksgiving in our church service. 
 

8.   Incorporate the covenant of reciprocity (impact of mutual responsibility to sustain those who  sustain 
us) perhaps when we hold services outside and do the blessings of the pets.  
 

9.    Incorporate her idea of gratitude planting seeds for abundance into our stewardship program;                    
bringing up the Windigo within us, and for the alternative Christmas market. 
 

10.    Encourage church members who have gardens to share their fresh produce with food pantries. 

One Great Hour of Sharing, one of the UCC’s four special mission offerings, . It supports these and 
other ministries carried out by Wider Church Ministries. 
Where dollars are focused :  
“OGHS funding is focused on refugees, disasters and sustainable development,” said the Rev. Karen 
Georgia Thompson, associate general minister, Wider Church Ministries and Operations.  
 

“There are historic partners – domestic and international – who are funded through OGHS. The UCC 
works collaboratively with these organizations in addressing these three priorities. These in-
clude Church World Service, ACT Alliance, World Council of Churches and others. We also                      
distribute funds to global partners through Global Ministries supporting the priorities named 
above.” 
 

This chart shows 2021 OGHS dollars at work. The majority of 
funds, more than 55 percent, were funneled into develop-
ment, with almost another 40 percent going to support refu-
gees and people recovering from disasters both in the U.S. 
and abroad. 
                           
 More information on OGHS  click on  Link . 

http://milk.weed.org/
https://www.ucc.org/ocwm_special-support/
https://www.ucc.org/wider-church-ministries/
https://cwsglobal.org/
https://actalliance.org/
https://www.oikoumene.org/
https://www.globalministries.org/
https://www.ucc.org/love-remains-long-term-and-worldwide-through-one-great-hour-of-sharing/?inf_contact_key=3040708a27c3acb2e7961634036c08c8842e902fbefb79ab9abae13bfcb46658
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Spiritual Life 

 
Ministry Council 

 

Moderator: 
Ann Pabst 

 

Vice Moderator: 
Scott Olson 

 

Secretary:  
Mary Janness 

 

Accountant:  
Dave Zernicke 

 

Ministry of Faith Development  
Open 

 

Interim Ministry of Service:                   
Stephanie Vrabec 

  
Ministry of Spiritual Life                  

Sherri Jischke 
 

Ministry of  Stewardship   
Jeff Nichols 

 

At Large:    
Dan Jischke 
Kay Roberts 

 
Ex Officio  Moderator 

Kathy Mahoney 
 

Church Historian:                             
Mowry Smith  

 

Communication Coordinator 
Marilyn Kostrzak 

 

Time and Talent Coordinator:             
 
 

Personnel Committee 
Dan Jischke, Steve Stoll,            

Marilyn Kostrzak 
 

Pastoral Relations Committee 
Chuck Luebke, Steve Ware,                      
Gary Zurbuchen, Kerry Fox  

 
BEER AND BIBLE 

 

April 26th 
6:00 pm 

Stay tuned for location change.  

“NEEDLERS”  
 

This month we will be meeting on April 15th at 
1:00pm  This is for   anyone working on a                       
needlework  project (knitting,  crocheting, etc.) or 

wanting to learn to knit.  Some will be working on Prayer 
Shawls. All friends and neighbors are welcome.  
 Questions please contact Laurie Kleist  

FLOWER CHART 

Are you wanting to bring flowers to worship 
on a Sunday to celebrate or honor your loved 
one? Just let Melanie in the church office 
know by Thursday before Sunday service .You 
will need to provide the flowers. There is a 

chart to sign up on located outside the church office.               
Contact Melanie if you have any questions.   
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

7-8:30pm                           
Horizon II AA   

3                              

No Sunday School:                  
Worship Sunday 

 
10:15 am                  
Worship 

4 

11:30 am            

Staff Meeting 

511:00 am                                        

Bible Study                  

 

 

6 

6:30pm                  

Lenten                    

Discussion     

Series                      

Beat the Drum  

7 

 
 
 
 
 
 

7-8:30pm                           
Horizon II AA   

 

8 9                          
8:30-4:30  pm 

First aid Mental 

Health Class 

 
7-8:30pm                           

Horizon II AA   

10                              

PALM SUNDAY                                       
9-10:00 am              
H.S.  Sunday 

School 
 

10:15 am                  
Worship     

 

  10:30-11:15 am 
PreK –8                         

Sunday School 
11:15 am                    

Cinnamon Rolls                  
to Go 

11 

11:30 am            

Staff Meeting 

 

 

12 

11:00 am                                        

Bible Study                  

 

 

13 14  

 MAUNDY                    

THURSDAY    

6:00pm                

Soup Supper & 

Worship 

 
7-8:30pm                           

Horizon II AA   

 

15                   

GOOD FRIDAY 

1:00 pm  

Needlers 

 

16 

 

 

 
7-8:30pm                           

Horizon II AA   

 

 

17                                  

No Sunday School:                   

 
10:15 am                  
Worship 

 

EASTER  

18 

Church              

Office Closed 

19 

Community Ta-

ble 

11:00 am                                        

Bible Study  

6:30 pm                    
Finance                

20 

6:30pm                  

Bigger Table  

21 

6:30 pm                   
Ministry                  
Council 

 
7-8:30pm                           

Horizon II AA   

22 23 

 

 
 
 
 

7-8:30pm                           
Horizon II AA   

24                         9

-10:00 am              
H.S.  Sunday 

School 
 

10:15 am                  
Worship     

 
  10:30-11:15 am 

PreK –8                         
Sunday School 

25 

11:30 am            

Staff Meeting 

 

 

26 

11:00 am                                        
Bible Study                

6:00 pm                   
Beer & Bible                                 

 

 

27 

6:30pm                  

Bigger Table  

28 

 

 

 
7-8:30pm                           

Horizon II AA   

29 30 

 

 

 
7-8:30pm                           

Horizon II AA   
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Congregational  United Church of Christ of 

Neenah / Menasha                                                  

1511 Nicolet Blvd.                                               

Neenah, Wi  54956                                              

920-725-4873                                           

www.cuccnm.org                                             

office@cuccnm.org 

Join us for worship  
 

in person  
or  

on Facebook Live  
every week at  

 

10:15 am 
 
If you are worshiping in person, 
we asked that your wear a face 
covering while you are in the 
church building. Services will be  
posted to the website later in the 
day.  

 


