March 2022
Gathered by the lake,
we are
Embraced by God
to grow
Empowered by Christ
to care,
Enriched by the Holy Spirit
to celebrate

GLAD TIDINGS!

Congregational United Church of Christ Neenah / Menasha

Currently, I’m reading Rachel Held Evans’ Searching for Sunday: Loving, Leaving, and Finding
the Church. The book contains stories and essays that examine the nature of the Christian
Church by exploring its most sacred practices. Most, though not all, of the stories Rachel Held
Evans tells are autobiographical. She describes, for example, hesitating but ultimately
accepting an invitation to speak at a large Methodist youth event. She spoke, didn’t crash and
burn, and became more comfortable as the week progressed. As many such gatherings do, the
retreat ended with the celebration of communion. Held Evans helped serve the eucharist by
tearing from the blessed loaf a piece of bread and giving it to each teen and chaperone who
came forward to receive grace. She placed bread in open hands while speaking the words, “This
is Christ’s body, broken for you.” In this manner, she gave Christ’s body to a boy with a walker, to
giggling kids and teary kids and bored kids, to athletes and class clowns and kids who probably
get bullied at school, to teens of varied races and ethnicities, to “the skinny girl who reached for
a hug,” to tired leaders, and hundreds more. She realized that she was participating in the
mystery of faith, acknowledging through serving the Lord’s Supper that “this body and this blood
is enough.” Enough to live on, enough to connect us, enough to fill our hollow spaces. Thinking
back, she writes, “On the days when I am hungry—for community, for peace, for belief—I
remember what it was like to feed people Jesus, and for people to feed Jesus to me.”
I thrill to read and hear such genuine descriptions and accounts of people’s faith, their
practice of spirituality, their encounters with God. What I learn from your faith experience helps
me know and practice and grow in my own faith. Accordingly, in addition to listening to friend’s
testimonies, I have been reading spiritual memoirs since the late 1980s. Here are some of the
most important to me, personally, accompanied by a brief description:
• Frederick Buechner, The Sacred Journey. About the unconventional presence and work of
God in the life of a boy whose early life was marked by his father’s suicide.
• Will D. Campbell, Brother to a Dragonfly. About losing your brother to post-war alcoholism
and mental illness while coming to terms with race, church, and nation as a Southern Baptist
preacher in the 1950s.
• Dorothy Day, The Long Loneliness. Tells how a radical journalist becomes a radical Catholic
and the leader of a pacifist movement to aid the poor and homeless.
• Viktor E. Frankl, Man’s Search for Meaning. The majority of this slim volume chronicles the
author’s experiences, observations, and reflections in a Nazi concentration camp, from which
he developed a “therapeutic doctrine” called logotherapy.
• Richard Lischer, Open Secrets. By the man who taught me preaching (don’t blame Rick!), this
warm and affectionate book explores grace in the individuals and community of the
(Continued on next page)

author’s first parish in southern Illinois.
Sara Miles, Take This Bread. Communion changed the author’s life. That’s why I read her
book—I had to know more about that.
• Kathleen Norris, Dakota: A Spiritual Geography. In which a young poet moves from the east
coast to live in the South Dakota home her grandparents built. On the plains, she finds her
voice and vocation, becoming a Presbyterian Christian and a Benedictine oblate.
• Pádraig Ó Tuama, In The Shelter: Finding a Home in the World. How a gay Irish Catholic boy
says hello to the joy and pain of life and becomes a facilitator of prayers and peace.
• Lauren Winner, Still: Notes on a Mid-Faith Crisis. Vividly describes a period when the author’s
faith imploded and burst into flames.
• Nicholas Wolterstorff, Lament for a Son. I think I heard the author speak at Wheaton College—
he is a philosopher who specialized in aesthetic theory—and was impressed. But it may be
that I was so moved by this raw and honest account of his son’s death and its aftermath that I
wish I had heard him speak in person.
Communion calls us to remember the depth and the cost of Jesus’ faith. At its best, spiritual
autobiography (in the Christian tradition) reveals the ongoing vitality of Jesus’ faith. His Spirit is
alive and well and at work in people—in us!—and in the world we inhabit and make. Personal
stories—“testimonies,” as my earliest Christian teachers called them—help me remember the faith
in two senses: recalling it and putting it back together.
What are you reading? Whose story moves you, and for what reasons? How has God slipped in
through the holes and emerged from the aptitudes of your life? I’d love to hear. Wouldn’t we all!
God bless you in your reading, reflecting, speaking, listening, and living.
•

In time with hope,
Pastor Dave

3/04 Bridget Balogh
3/04 Izzy H.
3/07 Marcy Fry
Melanie Nault
3/09 Bruce Janda
3/11 Judy Brahe
3/15 Dave Kufahl
3/17 Katie Ellisen-Doe
Jon Janness
3/23 Stephanie Vrabec
3/24 Connie Regazzi
3/25 Kelli Ellisen
3/30 Ann Pabst
Nolan S.
3/31 John Dobbins

Special offering for March
March Anniversaries
March 10th
Maureen & Stephen Ware
March 13th
Steph and Tim Kellnhauser
March 21st
Doug and Paula Botten
We would like to wish all a
happy
birthday or anniversary. If
your birthday or anniversary was
omitted or you would rather not
have it published, please contact
the church office.
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Camp Scholarship

Please keep the
following in your
thoughts
and
prayers:
Tiffany Williams, Lee Schuff,
Shirl
Alix,
Brian
Stoll,
Homebound: Paul Franke,
Judy Doornbos.

Spiritual Life
Welcome to Lent let's chat about the changes
you'll hear in the music. The music may sound
slower, sad, and overall just not as peppy as it
did before. This is because of the meaning
and intent of Lent. The music serves as a
reminder of God's love and Christ's sacrifice for all of us. But
you probably already know this. This season I invite you to
reflect as you listen or sing to the feelings it evokes inside of
you. Like almost all other songs, the music helps deepen the
meaning. Don't be saddened by the minor, sad sounding
music instead, let it strengthen the meaning of the powerful
text. So over the next month, take in the beauty of the text and
music and let it help you worship even more.
Spencer Jones
Sunday Worship is in person now.
We ask that you please wear a mask while
you are in the church building.
Services will be broadcasted Live on FB every
Sunday Morning and later put on our website.
Click below to find our FB page
https://facebook.com/CongregationalUCCNeenahMenasha/
It will be posted on the church website later in the day.

MARCH LECTIONARY
MARCH 6TH
Deuteronomy 26:111
Psalm 91:12,9-16
Romans 10:8b-13
Luke 4:1-13
MARCH 13TH
Genesis 15:112, 17-18
Psalm 27
Philippians 3:174: 1
Luke 13:31-35 or
Luke 9:28-36, (37-43)
MARCH 20TH
Isaiah 55:1-9
Psalm 63:1-8
1 Corinthians 10:1-13
Luke 13:1-9
March 27th
Joshua 5:9-12
Psalm 32
2 Corinthians 5:16-21
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

www.cuccnm.org.

RUMMAGE SALE JUNE 10-11
Rummage
sale

Clean out your closets, attics and the
garage! It’s Rummage Sale time! June 10
-11 are the sale dates. We will begin to
collect items in May (exact dates to
follow!) We will take anything (clothes, household, furniture,
toys, games, glass, knick-knacks, antiques, beds, towels, etc.)
But we won’t take TVs, old monitors or computers or basically if
you have to pay to recycle it – we won’t take that item. Any
questions, please contact Marilyn Kostrzak (920-680-5237 or
mkostrzak@aol.com)
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March 12th
Before you go to bed set
your clocks a hour ahead.
You don’t want to miss
church!

Spiritual Life
LENTEN DISCUSSION SERIES
“WE ARE THE DRUM”
Wednesdays (March 9, 16, 23, 30, April 6), 6:30-7:30 PM,
Congregational United Church of Christ, Neenah/Menasha
Fellowship Hall

Lent offers Jesus’ people and other spiritual seekers the opportunity to
thoughtfully (and safely) explore human vulnerability. This may not sound like
loads of fun. It often isn’t loads of fun, but examining vulnerability doesn't
diminish the fun experiences and eras of our lives. If anything, it enhances
them. It can move us to assess and develop our spiritual resources for living

vibrantly through life’s inevitable ups and downs. At its best, Lent discloses joy
(rather than pleasure, excitement, or a rush of adrenaline) as the heart of life.
“We Are the Drum” is a musical that portrays the African American
historical and spiritual experience in the United States through song, dance, and speech. “We Are
the Drum” was produced and filmed in 2020 by CAPITA Productions, a non-profit community
theater group dedicated to uniting diverse people through music. The cast consists of youth and
adults from Milwaukee.
As an aid to our exploration of human vulnerability and resilience, we will screen and

discuss “We Are the Drum” on successive Wednesday evenings in Lent. Specifically, we will meet
in the church Fellowship Hall at 6:30 PM (on March 9, 16, 23, 30, and April 6). We’ll watch
approximately thirty-minute segments of “We Are the Drum” on video each week, and then spend
another half hour discussing both its content and our spiritual responses to it. For those who
cannot or prefer not to participate in person, there will be virtual options. If you desire to
participate remotely,
(pastor@cuccnm.org)

please

email

Alanna

(CE@cuccnm.org)

or

Pastor

Dave

for more information.
ZOOM INFORMATION
Topic: We Are the Drum
Time: Mar 9, 2022 06:30 PM Central Time (US and Canada)
Every 5 weeks on Wed, until Mar 9, 2022, 1 occurrence(s)
Mar 9, 2022 06:30 PM
Join Zoom Meeting
Click Here :
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87999614789?pwd=anVFVzB1OWxDSXlVcVFjUUMreEQ5QT09
Meeting ID: 879 9961 4789
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Ministry of Faith Development
Camp Sunday!
We will have non-typical Camp Sunday on
March 13th. We will sing camp songs during
church and have a Brat Fry To-Go after church.
Wear your tie-dyes shirts to help support church
camps and mission trips!
Brat Fry To-Go
March 13th from 11:15-12:00, the youth going on the Mission Trip will be having a Brat
Fry To-Go to help fund their trip. Stop by the
kitchen after worship to get yourself a brat or hotdog to go!
free will donations will be accepted.
MISSION TRIP
The High School students will be joining First
Congregational Church of Oshkosh on a
mission trip to Nashville July 10-15. We have 6
youth who plan to attend, we are very excited
to share this with our youth! For more information, ask Alanna
or Pastor Dave. We will be having fundraisers to help the
youth pay for their way, please consider donating when you
have the chance!
HEY CAMPERS OF ALL AGES!
Whether you are an experienced camper or
new, Daycholah (previously known as Pilgrim
Center), Moon Beach and Cedar Valley have
what you are looking for. Join us each week
during service to hear some of our own Camp
Moments, adults and youth will share with you their memories
of camp and how it affected them.
Now is the time to start thinking about camp
registration. Registration is open and filing up fast. A complete camp schedule and registration online can be found at
www.ucci.org. Camp is open now to children as young as 4
and families! Scholarships are available for all campers. Once
your camper is registered, please email me a copy of the registration so I can start the scholarship process. Email Alanna at
ce@cuccnm.org. If you have questions about camp or wonder
which camp is best for you or your child, please call or email
Alanna at ce@cuccnm.org
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Camp Scholarship Silent
Auction!
Silent Auction, to raise
funds
for
Camp
Scholarships, will start
April 3rd-17th in the
hallway by the lounge.
We need your help with
donations for the Silent
Auction. If you have a talent
you want to share, items to
donate or gift certificates
please contact Alanna at
ce@cuccnm.org with your donations or drop them off at
church in the hallway near the
CE office. Your donations will
help send our kids to camp by
supporting them with a 50%
scholarship to a camp of their
chose!
CAMP AWESUM- IT IS TIME
TO REGISTER!
Camp AweSum is open to all
high school and college
students. They will experience
a week of great fun at Moon
Beach as they assist families
with children of the Autism
Spectrum. The fee will be
covered 100% between the
scholarship and fundraisers.
There are multiple weeks being
offered, please contact Alanna
if you are interested in going.
ce@cuccnm.org
BIGGER TABLE
A Bigger Table
is taking Lent off.
We will return
on Wednesday,
th
April 19 at 6:30-7:30.

Ministry of Faith Development
March Schedule Sunday School PreK-12th grade
Sunday school is coming back to in person on March 13th!!!
(fingers crossed). There will be a hybrid option, if you would
like this option, please reach out to Alanna at ce@cuccnm.org
PreK-4th grade will start in worship at 10:15 and then move to
their classroom around 10:30-11:15. Parents will need to pick
up their youth in the education wing, follow the laughter to
find them! Room 6. The story for March is Easter.
5th-8th grade will start in worship at 10:15 and then move to
their classroom around 10:30-11:15. Please bring your bible
every week. Room 7
High School will meet from 9:00-10:00 in Fellowship Hall.
Mary has great things planned!
Our PreK-4th grade Sunday School is a rotation curriculum;
children will be taught 1 story a month but taught with
different teaching techniques. Storytelling, crafts, science,
games and cooking will be used to teach our children
important Bible stories.
Sunday School is divided into different ages; 3 years old- 4th
grade, 5th-8th grade and 9th-12th grade.
March 6th: Worship Sunday- NO SUNDAY SCHOOL. Enjoy this
time as a family in worship.
March 13th: PreK-4th10:15-11:15; Middle School 10:15-11:15;
High School 9:00-10:00
March 20th: PreK-4th10:15-11:15; Middle School 10:15-11:15;
High School 9:00-10:00
March 27th: NO SUNDAY SCHOOL (spring break)
Lent Book Readings
Starting on Ash Wednesday, March 2nd,
we will have a
different story read on
Facebook every Wednesday at noon. Go
to our Facebook page to hear all the
different stories of Easter!

Souper Bowl of Caring:
Thank you so much for
helping the youth collect
money and soup for the Food
Pantry. With your help, they
raised over $300. We also
collected over 70 cans of soup.
Thank you!!!!!
TAKE OUT CHURCH
Take Out Church will continue
for families who would like to
continue virtual Sunday School,
please reach out to Alanna if you
want to continue with Take Out
Church.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
TEACHERS ARE NEEDED
FOR
NEXT SCHOOL YEAR!!
We are looking for 1-2 more
teachers to co-teach PreK-1st
grade and 1-2 teachers to
co-teach 2nd-4th grade. If you
like hearing the laughter of
children and would like to
teach God’s love, please talk
to Alanna Smith today!
ce@cuccnm.org You would
only teach 1 Sunday a month
with an easy pre-written
curriculum,
very
little
planning needs to be done.

CONFIRMATION
Confirmation will begin its 12-month class in May 2022. The class will consist of all
current 7th & 8th graders. (Depending on class size, we may also include current 6th
graders). Please reach out to Alanna at ce@cuccnm.org if you would like your child to
be a part of this class. (6th, 7th & 8th graders). It is not required to be a member of our
church to participate in and be confirmed. All are welcome.
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Book Discussion Findings
A group from our church has recently met to discuss “Braiding Sweetgrass:
Indigenous Wisdom and Scientific Knowledge” by botanist Robin Kimmerer,
who is a member of the Citizen Potawatomi Nation. We enjoyed the book so
much that we’re motivated to put into practice some of what we have learned.
Here are two steps that we all might take at church and in our own homes:
— We can be good stewards of our waters by mindfully using water, cleaning
products, and chemicals, especially outdoors. Here’s one among the many
helpful sites on the Web:
https://www.shorelinewa.gov/government/departments/public-works/surface-water-utility/get
-involved/clean-water-how-you-can-help
—We can plant for birds, butterflies, bees, many of which depend on nutrition in our environments as they migrate. One local is a volunteer organization called “Wild Ones,” and it’s a good
source of plants and information. They’ll have their annual plant sale on May 21, 2022:
Wild Ones. 2285 Butte des Morts Beach Road. Neenah, WI 54956.
920-730-3986. support@wildones.org.

Ministry of Service
Pillars Hygiene Drive -- Help for the Homeless
What: 91.9FM The Family Radio Network’s 30TH annual Help for the Homeless hygiene drive to
collect personal care and cleaning products for local crisis agencies.
When: February 13 – March 6, 2022
Why: Donations of hygiene supplies make it possible for our local crisis agencies to concentrate
their limited financial resources on providing qualified staff, safe housing, nutritious food,
education, and counseling to those they serve. These items are expensive and are not covered by
Wisconsin Food Share (formerly Food Stamps). This donation helps BOTH the crisis programs
and those they serve
A box will be placed at church for donations
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Note from Church Moderator
If you google “kindness quotes”, you will receive a multitude of sayings. Steve Maraboli, a
military veteran and philanthropist once said, “A kind gesture can reach a wound that
only compassion can heal.” A kind gesture truly helps another and yourself. If you
encourage someone or assist them in doing a small chore, the effect is tremendous.
Another one I like is from Scott Adams, the writer and cartoonist who creates Dilbert, “Remember,
there’s no such thing as a small act of kindness. Every act creates a ripple with no logical end.”
I just returned from a hiking trip with my daughter. She wanted to climb the highest peak in Texas,
which seemed like an adventure I could do with her. We’ve previously hiked together in Big Bend, the
Grand Tetons, and the Rocky Mountains. This particular peak is in the Guadalupe Mountains and is a
formidable trek of 8.5 miles round trip with 3,000 of elevation gain and sits at 8,751 feet. For
reference, Neenah, WI sits at 750 feet.
As we climbed closer to the peak, I was stopping with every switchback. My breathing was
labored and my legs were heavy. My last rest stop was literally 100 feet from the top. As I leaned
against the rock face, a lovely young couple walked by me. The man stopped, looked at me, and
said,” I know hikers say this all the time, but really, you are almost there! I’m not kidding - you can see
people sitting up there! You got this!”. I smiled, and with that encouragement, I walked the last steps
to join my daughter at the top.
A few kind words don’t seem like much, but for the person receiving them, it is huge! Other people
passed me on their way down as I was still climbing up. Some said hi, some smiled, but this one
person took the time to stop, see me, and knew I needed motivation. Not only did he help me with
those last steps, but it changed my attitude and outlook. I felt great reaching the top, but I also felt
great due to this small act of kindness.

Ann Pabst
I will close with one last quote, “What we all have in common is an
appreciation of kindness and compassion; all the religions have this.
Love. We all lean towards love.” - Richard Gere.

Accountant’s Corner
Giving Income
Interest + Rents
Other Income
Total Income
Expenses
Difference

January
Year to Date
$ 22,745
$ 22,745
1,875
1,875
$ 24,620
$ 24,620
18,136
18,136
$ 6,484 $ 6,484
We were in the Black at the
end of the month!
Thank you to everyone who
has contributed!
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Church Information
1511 Nicolet Blvd.
Neenah Wi 54956
920-725-4873
Website: www.cuccnm.org
Pastor
pastor@cuccnm.org
Church Office
office@cuccnm.org
Christian Education Director
ce@cuccnm.org
Time & Talent Coordinator
volunteers@cuccnm.org
Wider Church Contacts:
www.ucc.org
(United Church of Christ)
www.neaucc.org
(Northeast Association )
www.wcucc.org
Wisconsin Conference

Habitat 301 House

UPDATE ON HABITAT HOUSE 301!
WE STILL NEED TO RAISE $10,000!
Over the past several weeks, CUCCNM
members and friends have volunteered with
painting and construction of Habitat House
301 and providing lunches to workers on site.
The home is a remodel of a charming old
house located on Elm street near downtown
Neenah and close to schools and parks. It was
a pleasure to work alongside the future owners
and share in their joy! They are so excited to
have a stable home of their own!
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Spiritual Life
“NEEDLERS”
This month we will be meeting on March18th at
1:00pm
This is for
anyone working on a
needlework project (knitting, crocheting, etc.) or
wanting to learn to knit. Some will be working on Prayer
Shawls. All friends and neighbors are welcome.
Questions please contact Laurie Kleist
BEER AND BIBLE
March 22nd
6:00 pm
Stay tuned for location change.

Ministry Council
Moderator:
Ann Pabst
Vice Moderator:
Scott Olson
Secretary:
Mary Janness
Accountant:
Dave Zernicke

FLOWER CHART
Are you wanting to bring flowers to worship
on a Sunday to celebrate or honor your loved
one? Just let Melanie in the church office
know by Thursday before Sunday service .You
will need to provide the flowers. There is a
chart to sign up on located outside the church office.
Contact Melanie if you have any questions.

Youth Mental Health First Aid
Class

Youth Mental Health First Aid Class
Ministry of Faith Development is excited to
be bringing this very important class to our
church on Saturday, April 9th from 8:30-4:30!
CUCCNM along with NAMI Oshkosh welcome Tracy Aliota and
Cindy Czarnik-Neimeyer as they teach us about Youth Mental
Health First Aid. This class is open to all, but especially important to parents, teachers, school staff, coaches, camp counselors, youth group leaders and adults who work with youth.
Registration is required and is limited to 30 participants. Please
sign up at https://signup.com/go/MLGCWxE or email Alanna
to register at ce@cuccnm.org. Class will be held in person at
CUCCNM in Fellowship Hall. This class is FREE and a lunch with
be provided by NAMI. All are welcome.
Please reach out to Alanna or Mary Janness with questions.
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Ministry of Faith Development
Open
Interim Ministry of Service:
Stephanie Vrabec
Ministry of Spiritual Life
Sherri Jischke
Ministry of Stewardship
Jeff Nichols
At Large:
Dan Jischke
Kay Roberts
Church Historian:
Mowry Smith
Communication Coordinator
Marilyn Kostrzak
Time and Talent Coordinator:
Personnel Committee
Dan Jischke, Steve Stoll,
Marilyn Kostrzak
Pastoral Relations Committee
Chuck Luebke, Steve Ware,
Gary Zurbuchen, Kerry Fox

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

11:00 am
Bible Study

6:30 pm
Ash Wednesday
service

9:00 am
S.S.
Curriculum Mtg
7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

6

7

8

9

10

No Sunday
School:
Worship Sunday

11:30 am
Staff Meeting

11:00 am
Bible Study

6:30pm
Lenten
Discussion
Series
Beat the Drum

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

16

17

10:15 am
Worship

6:30-7:30 pm
Mission Trip
Meeting

13

14

15

11:30 am
Staff Meeting

11:00 am
Bible Study

9-10:00 am
H.S.
Sunday School
Camp Sunday
10:15 am
Worship
10:30-11:15 am
PreK –8
Sunday School
11:30-12:00 am

6:30pm
Lenten
Discussion
Series
Beat the Drum

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

11

12
7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

18
1:00 pm
Needlers

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

19
7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

Brat to go

20

9-10:00 am
H.S.
Sunday School

21
11:30 am
Staff Meeting

10:15 am
Worship

22

23

11:00 am
Bible Study
6:00 pm
Beer & Bible
6:30 pm
Finance

6:30pm
Lenten
Discussion
Series
Beat the Drum

2911:00 am

30

Bible Study

6:30pm
Lenten
Discussion
Series
Beat the Drum

24

6:30 pm
Ministry
Council
7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

10:30-11:15 am
PreK –8
Sunday School

27

No Sunday
School

10:15 am
Worship

28
11:30 am
Staff Meeting

6:00 pm
Beer & Bible

11

31

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

25

26
7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

Congregational United Church of Christ
of Neenah / Menasha
1511 Nicolet Blvd.
Neenah, Wi 54956
920-725-4873
www.cuccnm.org
office@cuccnm.org

Join us for worship
in person
or
on Facebook Live
every week at
10:15 am
If you are worshiping in person,
we asked that your wear a face
covering while you are in the
church building. Services will be
posted to the website later in the
day.
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