GLAD TIDINGS!

January 2022
Gathered by the lake,
we are
Embraced by God
to grow
Empowered by Christ
to care,
Enriched by the Holy Spirit
to celebrate

Congregational United Church of Christ Neenah / Menasha

Happy New Year, friends. Hello to 2022!
It occurred to me the other day that a 12-month, solar, linear calendar, which we accept as the
given way of the world, is something of an artificial construct. Certainly, there have been other
cultures in the long history of the world who observed and recorded time in different ways. I
think I am correct in understanding, for example, that Native American tribes tended to mark
time by successive full moons and the lunar phases between them. Presumably, the ways in
which we conceive of time effect how we live our days. I found myself wondering the other day,
for example, how the 2020s might ultimately shape up, after beginning with two disruptive years
characterized by a continually morphing public health crisis, and, in our country, a
corresponding social relations crisis. By thinking in terms of decades, I was contemplating the
future; I would guess that a historic member of the Ho-Chunk people, being guided by the
moons and perhaps the seasons, might have focused more on the present. I hasten to say that I
don’t really know, I am merely speculating and thinking out loud (albeit in print), I could be all
wrong, and I would be happy to have someone who does know instruct me.
Anyway, I like the opportunity offered us by both the Gregorian and the church calendars:
namely, to pause, reflect, look backward and forward, assess, and plan. January first is not very
different from December thirty-first in most respects, but because we think of January first as
arriving attached to a new year, it does feel new. Fresh. Exhilarating. So, at the beginning of
the year, we often feel like we can do something different with our time. That, I guess, is where
new year’s resolutions come from.
All this got me thinking about what we would resolve for our congregation, rather than just for
ourselves. How might we use the time given us this year in healthy, creative, wholesome,
graceful, and unexpected ways? What have we learned about the Church, and the nature of
Jesus’ Christ’s good news, in the last two years? How might we become an increasingly
imaginative, liberating, life-affirming and -sustaining community? How can we facilitate the
quest of spiritually hungry people for God?
I (and we the people of CUCCNM) would love to hear your responses. Think about what arises
in, what comes to you. If you feel the nudge to speak aloud, we’ll make time in January or
February worship for statements of congregational resolve.
God bless you in 2022!
in time with hope,
Pastor Dave

Ministry of Service
January Special Offering
Samaritan Counseling Service

Jen Parsons is the program director for the Connected Community Wellness
Screen program, one of Samaritan’s three service areas. The Wellness Screen program was
born in 2012 after a rash of suicides in the Kaukauna community. One clinician screened 23
students. It has grown over the past decade to a team of 13 clinicians offering the screen to
over 12,000 K-12 students in 14 school districts and 66 school sites. Jen will share general
trends over the past couple of years based on data we’ve collected. Jen has been with
Samaritan for five years and is the parent of two school-age children, with her husband, Brian.
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Sue Knuth
Alan Gear
Diana Hintz
Tammy Heinrich
Don Kloepfel
Teagan JannessJording
Sara Toeppler
Liz MacKelvie
Ethan Meylink
Amy Kufahl
Tim Kellnhauser
Bailey K.
Dean Katzman
Kay Roberts
Wayne Gibson
Cory Hacker
Becky Nichols
Abram E.

Member John Meier
passed away on
November
30th.
There
was
a
combined memorial
service for John and Barbara
on December 10th. Please
send your thoughts and
prayers to their children and
grandchildren and greatgrandchildren.

No January Anniversaries

We would like to wish all a
happy
birthday or anniversary. If
your birthday or anniversary was
omitted or you would rather not
have it published, please contact
the church office.
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Please keep the
following in your
thoughts
and
prayers:
Patty Hoehne, John Meier
Family, Tiffany
Williams,
Lee
Schuff,
Shirl
Alix
Brian Stoll , Homebound: Paul
Franke, Judy Doornbos.

Spiritual Life
Hello 2022! Who's ready for a great year? I
know I am and am excited about what lies
ahead. As we kick off the new year with new
resolutions and goals, I want to take a
moment to encourage you to share your
talents with us in our services. Whether
that's singing or playing for a service, joining choir (whenever
we are able to get back together safely) or helping out in
other ways. Share your amazing talents. It would be an honor
to have you join us, no matter your level. Just email me at
smj190@yahoo.com and let me know if you would like to
share your musical talents! We'd love to have you! Now let's
make this year incredible!
Spencer Jones

Sunday Worship is in person now.
We ask that you please wear a mask while
you are in the church building.
Services will be broadcasted Live on FB every
Sunday Morning and later put on our website.
Click below to find our FB page
https://facebook.com/CongregationalUCCNeenahMenasha/
It will be posted on the church website later in the day.

LECTIONARY
January 9th
Isaiah 43:1-7
Psalm 29
Acts 8:14-17
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
January 16th
Isaiah 62:1-5
Psalm 36:5-10
1 Corinthians 12:1-11
John 2:1-11
January 23rd
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
Psalm 19
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a
Luke 4:14-21
January 30th
Jeremiah 1:4-10
Psalm 71:1-6
1 Corinthians 13:1-13
Luke 4:21-30

www.cuccnm.org.

CUCCNM is responsible for the Community Table
on 3rd Tuesday every other month
We will again use the Perfect Potluck sign up system. You have
the option to bring a hot casserole to serve 5 people instead of
sandwiches. The casserole can be put into take away
containers on site (containers are provided by Community
Table).
February link will be put up soon. Not available at printing time.
Here are the dates for 2022 :
February 15
April 19
June 21
August 16
October 18
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FEBRUARY GLAD TIDINGS
DEADLINE
JANUARY 15TH

Note from Church Moderator
It is December 14th as I am writing this. I am trying to determine what January
and the new year will bring. I pray that 2022 will bring us an end to the
pandemic.
I have not been one to make resolutions for the New Year. However, for 2022, I
will say that I will bring my best self to my church, my community, my friends and
my family. The past two years has shown me that empathy, support and understanding can get
you through most anything!
So what do we have to look forward to in the month of January? If you Google holidays in
January, you get quite a hodgepodge of celebrations! A few of the obscure are World Introvert
Day, Happy Mew Year for Cats Day, Fruitcake Toss Day, National Whipped Cream Day and
National Bubble Bath Day. Those were all listed for the first week!
As a church we will celebrate Epiphany, a remembrance of the baptism of Jesus, a time to
regenerate our spirit and feel renewed. Your Church Council is exploring ways we can
reconnect church members and find opportunities for spiritual renewal. Please be vocal and
share your thoughts with Pastor Dave, a Council member or me.
We are embarking on a new year – one that I hope will see us gather together in unity, peace
and love, within the church and into our community.
Blessings, Ann

Faith Development
Summer Camp
Speaking of camp… the summer camp
schedule is out on the website! https://
ucci.org/ Go visit the site and see what
camp your kiddo, you or your family may
want to attend this year. Camp is not just
for the kids… there are adult camps and “& Me”
camps (kids ages 4- 2nd grade and an adult) and family
camps. Last year we had 15 kids and 4 adults go to
camp, let’s see if we can beat that this summer! Camp
is a great way to learn while having fun, so much fun
that you don’t even know you’re learning! Meet new
friends, have new adventures and try new (very tasty)
food. Here at CUCCNM we feel camp is so important
that we will give up to a 50% scholarship to members
and friends of the church, who apply. (apply by emailing your camp receipt to Alanna at ce@cuccnm.org).
4

MISSION TRIP
The High School students will be
joining First Congregational Church,
Oshkosh on a mission trip to Nashville
July 10-15. We have 6 youth who plan
to attend, we are very excited to share
this with our youth! For more
information, ask Alanna or Pastor Dave.

Ministry of Faith Development
SUNDAY SCHOOL DURING JANUARY
If Covid has taught us anything, it is to be flexible and fluid with
our plans. We had hoped to return to in-person Sunday School
starting January 9th, however with the numbers on the rise we
have decided to hold off for 2 weeks and to revisit the situation.
We are hoping to be returning to in person Sunday School by
January 23rd!
A decision will be made weekly, using the numbers provided by
the Winnebago Health Department. Please watch your email
every Friday to find out if Sunday School will be in-person or
virtual.
When we do return, please know that we are doing our best to
keep everyone safe. We have made changes in our program,
such as each Sunday School room has a BlueAir air purifier in
them to help filter the air. We will be requiring all participants to
be masked and will have individual bags of supplies for children. We will social distance to the best of our abilities and use
hand sanitizer or hand washing often.
We have made another fun change in the program, making the
1st Sunday of each month a Worship Sunday. There will be no
Sunday School on the 1st Sunday of the month so the kids can
attend worship with their family, this is also Communion
Sunday.
PreK-4th grade will meet during prior to worship at 9:00-9:30
via Zoom for January 9th & 16th. We are hoping to return to inperson by Sunday, January 23rd at 10:30-11:15. There will be a
Hybrid option for those who would like to participate from their
homes. A Zoom invite will be sent to parents Friday prior to
class. Take Out Church, with supplies for the Sunday School
classes, will continue to be dropped off near the start of the
month. An email will be sent out to inform you when Take-OutChurch will arrive.
5th-8th grade will meet during prior to worship at 9:00-9:30 via
Zoom for January 9th & 16th. We are hoping to return to inperson by Sunday, January 23rd at 10:30-11:15. There will be a
Hybrid option for those who would like to participate from their
homes.
High School will meet weekly at 9:00-10:00 in Fellowship Hall.
Sunday School is divided into different ages; 3 years old-4th
grade, 5th-8th grade and 9th-12th grade.
January 9th: PreK-4th & Middle School 9:00-9:30 Zoom; High
School 9:00-9:30 Zoom
January 16th: PreK-4th & Middle School 9:00-9:30 Zoom; High
School 9:00-9:30 Zoom
January 23rd: PreK-4th & Middle School Stay Tuned; High School
9:00-10:00
January 30th: PreK-4th & Middle School Stay Tuned; High School
9:00-10:00
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CHRISTMAS PROGRAM12
Symbols
of
Christmas by Felicia
Mollohan; based off of
the book The 12 Symbols of Christmas, was
aired
during
service
on
December 12th,2021. If you
would like to view it follow this
link.
https://cuccnm.org/
sermon/uncategorized/
childrens-christmas-program/
Thank you to Marilyn Kostrzak
for directing the program and
all the parents and students for
participating!

GIVING TREE
THANK YOU all so
much!!!! Your generosity
is
overwhelming! We
more than fulfilled this year’s
wish list, making this a
Christmas many families in
Neenah and Menasha will
remember with great joy! Our
church surprises me with their
big hearts and ability to adapt
to change. My office was full of
gifts. It made me smile every
time I walked in it!

Take Out Church
Once
a
month
families
with
children
in
the
elementary classes will receive
a bag of activities that are
related to the Sunday School
curriculum of the month.
January we will be learning
The Four Friends. If you would
like to receive Take Out
Church, please email Alanna
at ce@cuccnm.org.

Ministry of Service
Here’s the latest Update on Habitat House 301!
The address is: 431 Elm Street Neenah, WI
Family: Augustin Nsengiyumva & Solange Uwera 2 children, Samantha (5 years old) &
Sofia 4 (years old).
Funding for the Habitat House 301
There are two government grants funding over 50% of
the home. A DHS Lead Safe Homes grant will help with windows, window trim, exterior doors,
new tub, porch walls, soffit and fascia. This work will all be done by lead contractors, no volunteers. A grant from the City of Neenah helps cover the cost of property acquisition. Additionally, some of the work has been taken care of through Rock the Block last year. The garage had
new siding, soffit, trim items installed as part of last year’s RTB. Sidewalk concrete to the exterior
doors and between the house and garage has already been installed.
There is approximately $50,000 left to be funded. Whatever the church is able to contribute will
be appreciated. Unrestricted funding sources will cover what is left.
The volunteer work that is needed will be installing new cabinetry, interior doors and trim,
plaster, painting, new bathroom, framing items, some electrical, plumbing, heating, new floor
coverings, gutters and downspouts.
As of now the work will begin the middle of February but that is dependent on supplier delivery.
March should be the time for interior cabinets, finish and floor coverings, once again dependent
on the supplier deliveries.
The following individuals from CUCCNM have expressed interest in helping with the project. If
you want to help too, please contact Stephanie Vrabec at stephvrabec@gmail.com
Lead Team
Pat Mahoney
Stephanie Vrabec
Dan Jischke
Sherri Jischke
Kevin Shumann

Volunteers meals
Laurie Kleist
Pam Zielinski
Mary Janness

Volunteers general
Sue Dollhopf
Carol Florey
Jeff Nichols
Linda Stoll
Steve Stoll
Barbara Van Gorp
John Dobbins
Marilyn Kostrzak
Don Kleist
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Let’s get excited about this
project and spread the word!
I’ll update you as I know
more!
Stephanie

Ministry Of Stewardship

Budget Hearings
January 23rd and January 30th
170th

after worship each day.

Congregational

Annual Meeting

Time to come and look at the proposed budgets and give
feedback to the finance committee.

Feb 6th

More information to come.

After worship
More information later.

Accountant’s Corner

At the time of printing the Accountant
corner was not available.
Year end balance will be in
February’s Glad Tidings.

Church Information
1511 Nicolet Blvd.
Neenah Wi 54956
920-725-4873
Website: www.cuccnm.org
Pastor
pastor@cuccnm.org
Church Office
office@cuccnm.org
Christian Education Director
ce@cuccnm.org
Time & Talent Coordinator
volunteers@cuccnm.org
Wider Church Contacts:

Thank you to everyone who
has contributed!

www.ucc.org
(United Church of Christ)
www.neaucc.org
(Northeast Association )
www.wcucc.org
Wisconsin Conference
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Spiritual Life
A BIGGER TABLE
Join us every Wednesday from 6:30-7:30 for A Bigger Table; a video
discussion group exploring themes of faith and spirituality.
The Bigger Table meets Wednesdays at 6:30-7:30. We will be returning to
the series If The Bible Tells Me So with Pete Enns, that we started back in
November.
We will be watching the 4th video called “Why Doesn’t God Make Up His Mind?” Please follow
this link to view the video ahead of time. https://photos.app.goo.gl/vt45tRSSVtvKWENX7
We will also have a ZOOM option! Follow the link below to join virtually.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84545557946?pwd=L3k1dkl0aUl4ZXl4Zm5JeTJCQ3JqUT09
Meeting ID: 845 4555 7946
Passcode: 358022

BRAIDING SWEET GRASS DISCUSSION GROUP
The Sunday gathering will included discussion of the first 5 stories in the "Planting Sweetgrass" section of the book. We will begin discussions again Sunday, Jan 9th at
11:30AM The Study Guide for Braiding Sweetgrass is available free online at :Big-ReadStudy-Guide-2021.pdf (wcucc.org).
It includes some helpful background information as well as the questions for discussion.
The Wisconsin Conference also has set up a Flipgrid online forum for sharing discussion
and action ideas with other churches in the Conference.

Please let Laura Kleist laurakleist@gmail.com know if you plan to attend or have questions.
IDEAS GATHERED FROM DISCUSSIONS OF BOOK "BRAIDING SWEETGRASS":
-Nature provides everything we need. Take and use only what you need from the earth. Stop treating the
earth as a thing to steal from. Remembering always that all life is a gift, could gratitude be a natural
reaction for each plant and animal that gives his/her life for us? How would that affect our "throwing away"
food if we understand that someone gave up their life for you to enjoy and live! ??
-Give back to the earth as the earth gives to us -- reciprocity. Our relationship needs to go beyond
gratitude to reciprocity: giving back to the earth when we take something from it.
-Give thanks for all that the earth provides. Be grateful for all we receive.
-According to research, spending time in nature is so good for us. "Hands on" learning out in "the wild"
gives the best experience and creates reverence for creation. -Teach others to revere the land and all
of creation. "Companion gardening" keeps good insects and keeps bad ones down.
-Only take what you need and do not take the first or last of anything that is provided by the earth.
-Be where you are/be in the moment. Giving attention. We need to be more intentional about where we
put our attention each day.

(Continued on next page)
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Book Discussion ideas
IDEAS GATHERED FROM DISCUSSIONS OF BOOK "BRAIDING SWEETGRASS" Continued:

-What is my gift and how can I share it?
-Learn from our elders/listen to others. Engaging in dialogue and restoration of creation can build
bonds and form relationships.
-“Windigo" is a Native American name for that within us which cares for its own survival more than for
anything else.
It makes us more greedy, and that greed causes more scarcity. Humans have power that can be used
for good or ill. Understand the power of our dark-side, to keep it from growing. Choose the good.

-Nanabozho’s people know time as a circle. The example of a river, whose moisture circulates back to
its source in various forms. Fog, clouds, rain, etc.
-Generosity is simultaneously a moral and a material imperative … where the well-being of one is
linked to the well-being of all.
-The exchange between plants and people has shaped the evolutionary history of both. Wild plants
have changed to stand in rows… people have changed to settle alongside the fields to care for the
plants - a kind of mutual taming.”
-Origin of the word ‘ecology is from the Greek ‘oikos’ which means ‘home.’
-If something is "living"; the Potwatomi language doesn’t call it a (stagnant) noun. Instead it’s a
verb. Example “to be a Lake.” That’s because it’s alive and changing. Language or wording shapes
the cultural habits of the mind. If we think of a tree as a "her/him" we might think twice about cutting
"it": the tree down. Think of all animals and plants as "living beings". Plants are the oldest living beings. Therefore we aught to heed what plants as well as animals have to teach us especially through
their actions in community.
-“Science polishes the gift of seeing.” Deep knowing comes from all aspects of our being: body,
mind, emotion, as well as spirit.
-Interesting how the word “Pigan” is an indigenous term for any nut.
-Plants communicate with each other via pheromones and mycorrhizae, fungal networks that connect
underground from tree to tree.
-A gift that comes to you through no actions of your own, -free…
Grace?

Could this be one definition of

-Imagine raising children in a culture in which gratitude is the first priority. What do we teach as our
first priority?
The March issue of Glad Tidings will include ways we, in our daily lives and in the church, are caring
for creation. You are encouraged to share your ideas by emailing them to: laurakleist@gmail.come
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Spiritual Life
“NEEDLERS”
This month we will be meeting on January
21st at 1:00pm This is for anyone working
on a needlework
project (knitting,
crocheting, etc.) or wanting to learn to
knit. Some will be working on Prayer Shawls.
All friends and neighbors are welcome.
Questions please contact Laurie Kleist

Ministry Council
Moderator:
Ann Pabst
Vice Moderator:
Scott Olson
Secretary:
Mary Janness

BEER AND BIBLE
Jan 25th
6:00 pm
Stone Arch Brew Pub
1004 S Olde Oneida St, Appleton, WI

Youth Mental Health First Aid Class

Ministry of Faith Development is excited to
be bringing this very important class to
our church on Saturday, April 9th from
8:30-4:30! CUCCNM along with NAMI
Oshkosh welcome Tracy Aliota and Cindy
Czarnik-Neimeyer as they teach us about

Youth Mental Health First Aid. This class is open to all, but
especially important to Parents, teachers, school staff, coaches,

camp counselors, youth group leaders and adults who work
with youth. Registration is required and will open in early
February to all CUCCNM members and friends, we will open
the registration to the public in early March. Registration is
limited to 30 participants; class will be held in person at
CUCCNM. More information to come in February. All are
welcome.
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Accountant:
Dave Zernicke
Ministry of Faith Development
Open
Interim Ministry of Service:
Stephanie Vrabec
Ministry of Spiritual Life
Sherri Jischke
Ministry of Stewardship
Kevin Katzman
At Large:
Dan Jischke
Dave Kufahl
Kay Roberts
Church Historian:
Mowry Smith
Communication Coordinator
Marilyn Kostrzak
Time and Talent Coordinator:
Personnel Committee
Dan Jischke, Steve Stoll,
Marilyn Kostrzak
Pastoral Relations Committee
Chuck Luebke, Steve Ware,
Gary Zurbuchen, Kerry Fox

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

2

3

4

11:30 am
Staff Meeting

11:00 am
Bible Study

5

6

7

8

6:30 pm
Bigger Table
7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA
7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA
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New Member
Sunday
9:00-9:30 am
PreK –8 S.S. Zoom
9-10:00 am
H.S. Zoom
Sunday School

10

11

12

11:30 am
Staff Meeting

11:00 am
Bible Study

6:30 pm
Bigger Table

17

18

19

11:30 am
Staff Meeting

11:00 am
Bible Study

6:30 pm
Bigger Table

13

14

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

15

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

10:15 am
Worship
11:30 am
Braiding
Sweetgrass

16

9:00-9:30 am
PreK –8 S.S. Zoom
9-10:00 am
H.S. Zoom
Sunday School

20

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

21
1:00 pm
Needlers

22

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

10:15 am
Worship

23

Sunday School
Stay tuned
10:15 am
Worship
11:30 am
Budget Hearing

30

Sunday School
Stay tuned
10:15 am
Worship
11:30 am
Budget Hearing

24
11:30 am
Staff Meeting

25

11:00 am
Bible Study
6:00 pm
Beer & Bible
6:30 pm
Finance

26
6:30 pm
Bigger Table

27

6:30 pm
Ministry
Council
7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

31
11:30 am
Staff Meeting
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28

29

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

Congregational United Church of Christ
of Neenah / Menasha
1511 Nicolet Blvd.
Neenah, Wi 54956
920-725-4873
www.cuccnm.org
office@cuccnm.org

JOIN US FOR
SUNDAY WORSHIP

10:15 AM

We ask everyone to wear a face covering
while you are in the church building.
We will still be broadcasting service
on Fb Live Every week
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