September 2021
Gathered by the lake,
we are
Embraced by God
to grow
Empowered by Christ
to care,
Enriched by the Holy Spirit
to celebrate

GLAD TIDINGS!

Congregational United Church of Christ Neenah / Menasha
Dear friends,
This month's column is a note to urge you to keep the faith. I mean that positively, kindly. Many
of our friends in the congregation are dealing with illness and stress. Everyone continues to
wrestle with the lingering and mutating covid virus. We all know that the difficulties of life arrive
in a variety of forms and in varied degrees of severity. We recognize that they arrive without
consent; they don't ask our permission; they say hello and leave us to respond, or not, the best
we are able. We don't get to choose our troubles, but we usually can exercise some degree of
choice in how we respond to them.
Your Church Council, ministry team leaders and participants, church staff and I have attempted
since March 2020 to respond to the ups and downs of the covid-19 virus with faith and hope, and
regular prayer for the ability to cope. We have consulted throughout with our partners in the
wider church—both UCC and ecumenical colleagues and organizations. At present, infection
rates are rising again, both nationally and locally, in some cases precipitously. In Wisconsin, daily
new cases/100,000 doubled between the end of July and August 19, and on the 19 th only
slightly above 50% of Wisconsin residents had been fully vaccinated. Additionally, it is now abundantly clear that the Delta variant can breakthrough to infect individuals who are vaccinated
against the virus. Therefore, gathering and meeting indoors without some form of personal
protective equipment (PPE) remains risky. Over this final August weekend, I saw the head of
nursing at Theda Clark Hospital, Neenah, give an interview on one of the local news stations. She
said that the hospital is in danger of being stretched beyond its capacity to care for all who need
medical attention. She urged unvaccinated people to take the risk of accepting vaccination for
the benefit of the full community, and she urged us all to make wise choices that protect
ourselves and others. Her recommendation included the use of masks indoors, regardless of
vaccination status.
As a Christian community, we are guided by Jesus’ call to love God from the center and the
fullness of our lives, and to love our neighbors as ourselves. Additionally, we recognize a special
responsibility to advocate and care for the vulnerable among us. Due to these commitments,
Church Council determined that the best response we can make to the coronavirus right now is
to require everyone over five to wear a mask in the building. We also earnestly hope that
unvaccinated members and friends who feel skeptical about or afraid of the vaccine, or who
dislike following medical recommendations, or who prioritize individual rights above all else, will
prayerfully accept vaccination as a form of service to our fellow children of God in the
(Continued on next page)

congregation and our neighbors in the wider community.
As far as worship is concerned, we will continue to offer a mix of indoor and outdoor
experiences. We will be reevaluating the current propriety of congregational singing. Choir
will delay meeting until at least October. When we meet indoors, please maintain the distance
of one pew between those before and those behind.
One further way that we desire to respond to the shifting but continuing pandemic is to offer a
healing service during the regular worship hour on 26 September 2021, the final Sunday of the
month. As part of that service, we wish to visually recognize loved ones who have died
since March 2020—all of our loved ones, not just those who have died of covid-19 related
complications. Since the pandemic has made it very difficult to properly grieve, we hope to
address that in a memorial tribute. If you wish to have a beloved family member or friend
recognized, please locate a picture that we can scan into the computer and deliver it to the
church office (with appropriate identifying information) by Wednesday, 15 September. Pictures will be returned to you. Additionally, over the course of the next three weeks,
consider how you would name less tangible things that have been disrupted or lost during the
pandemic.
Friends, we can keep the faith because God is faithful. God does not promise that hardship
and sorrow will never touch us. But in faith we believe that God has suffered alongside us in
the death of Jesus, and that God’s Spirit crosses mountains of glory and descends to the
darkest valleys when we do. The Holy Spirit helps us cope with today’s trouble and broadens
our perspective on the gift of life. We are not alone, nor are we powerless. We possess
abundant gifts to meet the challenges of the day and the era—faithfully, gratefully. God is with
us, and we are blessed.
In time with hope, Pastor Dave
Melanie Nault will be out of the
office until September 8th.
9/01
9/02
9/04
9/06
9/06
9/08
9/08
9/09
9/10
9/12
9/15
9/18
9/21
9/22
9/24
9/26
9/28

Wayde Rogoff
Amelia G.
Abby Shumann
Chuck Luebke
Debra Janda
Kevin Katzman
Maddison C.
Jerry Hupe
Nina Hobart
Denise Stewart
Shirl Alix
Becky Brown
Maggie B.
John Crispin
Mary Janness
Pat Mahoney
Dan Balogh
Carol Wilcox
Sherri Jischke

September 7th
Katie and Tom Hobart
September 11th
Bob and Judy Doornbos
Pam and Shelton Klockzien
Patty and Len Hoehne
September 13th
Cory & John Hacker
September 21st
Alanna and Shane Smith
September 23rd
Gary and Mary Zurbuchen
September 28th
Jack and Marcy Fry
We would like to wish all a
happy
birthday or anniversary. If
your birthday or anniversary was
omitted or you would rather not
have it published, please contact
the church office.
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She is will be available via
email. Alanna and Pastor Dave
will be answering the phones

Please keep the
following in your
thoughts
and
prayers:
Melanie
Nault and family death of
Melanie Mom, Mae Lee, John
Williams, Lee Schuff, Dave
Peperkorn, Shirl Alix, Erv and
Sherri Wegner son Ryan,
Homebound Paul Franke,
John Meier, Bob and Judy
Doornbos.

Spiritual Life
SEPTMEBER LECTIONARY

September is here! It seemed like Summer flew by
Fall will be here soon. Kids are starting up school
again and I am hoping that we can restart
something as well. Choir! Although, with the
current covid situation, we will wait a little while in hopes that
things calm down. But that doesn't mean you can't sing or play
for us. If you would be interested in either A) joining the choir
when we do start to meet again or B) play or sing a piece for
one of our services, let me know! I would be happy to find a
piece for you if you like and am happy to rehearse if you
prefer. All you need to do is let me know! You can send me an
email at smj190@yahoo.com. And as we transition to another
season of the year, I encourage you to find the music that is all
around you. Whether on the radio or the wind blowing in the
trees. Listen for it, enjoy it, and know that God is still here and
singing to you.
Spencer Jones

HABITAT FOR
HUMANITY
September
Special
Offering

September 5th
Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23
Psalm 125
Isaiah 35:4-7a
Psalm 146
James 2:1-10,(11-13),14-17
Mark 7:24-37

September 12th
Proverbs 1:20-33
Psalm 19 or
Wisdom of Solomon
7:26 - 8:1
Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm 116:1-9
James 3:1-12
Mark 8:27-38
September 19th
Proverbs 31:10-31
Psalm 1
Wisdom of Solomon
1:16-2:1, 12-22 or

Jeremiah 11:18-20

Church office
Returns to
Monday—Friday
8:30am-12:00pm

Join Pastor Dave and Spencer
on Sundays at 10:15 am for worship
by going to Facebook or worshiping indoors or outside ,
Click below to find our FB page
https://facebook.com/CongregationalUCCNeenahMenasha/
It will be posted on the church website later in the day.
www.cuccnm.org.

Psalm 54
James 3:13 - 4:3, 7-8a
Mark 9:30-37
September 26th
Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22
Psalm 124
Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16,
24-29
Psalm 19:7-14
James 5:13-20
Mark 9:38-50

OCTOBER GLAD
TIDINGS
DEADLINE
SEPTEMBER 16TH
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Spiritual Life
A BIGGER TABLE
We will start a new series after Monday, September 13th, come join in
on the fun! We meet every Monday from 7-8pm via Zoom. Join us for a
fun and intriguing video series (1/week), each week is an induvial video,
so come when you can!
For the Zoom invite and link to the video please email Alanna at
ce@cuccnm.org or watch for Melanie’s weekly newsletter for the zoom
link and video link.

Building and Grounds
MANY BUSY HANDS ON THE YARD AND BUILDING
The spring and summer has remained a busy time for those involved in Building and Grounds
Maintenance . MANY THANKS to the following folks who really stepped up to keep up a
beautiful area!
This spring 4 teams volunteered to work on the plantings around the building and along Kittiver
Street. Laurie Kleist, the office area and roses at the E. entrance, Mary Liesch, East side including
the entrance, Sue Dollhopf, N Sanctuary and Sign area, Carol Wilcox, Atrium and North, Barb Van
Gorp and John Dobbins, Classroom area and North, John and Carol Tschudy, Kittiver area. In
addition Stephanie Vrabec, helped with watering newly planted grass and was busy during the
June dry spell. These teams are also picking up debris prior to the weekly grass cutting in their
areas.
Ralph Liesch does weekly mowing as in years past. Additional yard help was provided by Bryan
Engelhardt and family who helped with picking up debris as well as trimming shrubs and trees.
John La Prairie and Scott Olsen provided additional clean up and mowing help.
Kevin Shumann spent numerous weekends on the roof blowing off debris which was
compounded by the three fairly strong storms. Kevin also did gutter modifications on the South
wing, electrical installations for gutter heating tape, and built shelves for paint storage in the Boiler Room. Dan Jischke did a modification to the outside pump drainage configuration which increased pump efficiency. Dan, under contract, completed Room 6, of what will be a three classrooms laminate flooring project.
We are still in need of help on the area West of the church and folks who are willing to train on
use of the mowers. D Kleist
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Ministry of Faith Development
Sunday School

Registration Forms have been emailed out to all families to fill out electronically.
Or you can follow this link to send in your registration; https://pdf.ac/dTgEt
If you prefer a paper copy, please email Alanna at ce@cuccnm.org.
Sunday School
PreK-8th grade Sunday School will be VIRTUAL to start the school year. With so many children
attending in person school, multiple schools, we felt virtual Sunday school
was the safest chose for our church families. The Ministry of Faith Development will revisit in- person vs virtual Sunday school as the year continues,
following the CDC and the local health department.
*Registration forms will need to be completed prior to September 12th.
*Zoom links will be emailed to registered families the Friday prior to class
and the morning of class.
PreK-4th grade will start Sunday, September 12th from 9:00-9:30 via Zoom.
5th-8th grade will start Sunday, September 12th from 11:30-12:00 via Zoom.
High School will meet in person Sunday, September 12th at 9:00am in Fellowship Hall. All
participants are to wear masks.
Our PreK-4th grade Sunday School is a rotation curriculum; children will be taught 1 story a
month but taught with different teaching techniques. Storytelling, crafts, science, games and
cooking will be used to teach our children important Bible stories.
Sunday School is divided into different ages; 3 years old- 4th grade, 5th-8th grade, and 9th-12th
grade.,
Our teachers this year will be Becky Nichols, Denise Stewart and Alanna Smith for PreK-4th
grade, Jacob Nault and Dave Peperkorn for Middle School and Mary Janness for High School. If
you see these awesome people, make sure to thank them for all their hard work with our youth!
We are looking for more teachers for PreK-4th and 5th-8th. If you would like to be a part
of our team, please email Alanna at ce@cuccnm.org
The Sunday School curriculum allows us to rotate our teaching staff on a 4 to 5-week
basis, allowing our teachers to still enjoy the service while following their personal mission; to
teach the youth of our church. The curriculum is very easy to follow, everything is laid out for you
Bible Sunday
We will be having Bible Sunday on
Sunday, September 12th during worship.
We will be handing out bibles to the
3-year old’s, 2nd graders, 8th graders, as
well as any new youth between the ages of 3 years and
12th grade. If your child is not in worship to receive their
bible, Alanna will drop it off at their homes. Please
contact Alanna at ce@cuccnm.org if you have not heard
from her and your child should be receiving a bible.
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Youth Group
Middle School and High
Schoolers keep an eye
out for emails regarding
youth group! Youth Group will
either be outdoors or virtual. Youth
are encouraged to email or text
Alanna with ideas as well as dates
they would like to meet.

Our Wider World
PARTNERING TO SERVE REFUGEES
On Thursday, September 16 UCCNM will have the opportunity to participate in a
training program designed to prepare us to welcome and assist a refugee family in
the Fox Valley. A successful program will require 6-8 people who can commit to a 2
-hour training and provide help as needed over a 6-month period. The training will be
conducted by the World Relief organization.
Our church community determined (at Leap into Leadership gathering) that helping refugee
families is a key passion that is desired. The meeting on the 16th will be an opportunity to
discover just what steps will be involved for us to make a real difference in the lives of refugee
families.
Training will be held at the church at 7:00 PM on September 16. Please contact the church
office with your willingness to participate in the training.
Pat Rosenak and Bryan Engelhardt

MINISTRY OF STEWARDSHIP

Thank You’s .from August 24th Finance Meeting

- Marilyn Kostrzak for work on Personnel, Stewardship, follow up meetings, Finance
- Kevin Shumann for the work he did on the shelves, cleaning the roof
- Dan Jischke for putting in the flooring and windows
- Kleist/Liesch lawn team for their support of training and coordination
- Bryan Englehart and family, John LaPrairie, Scott Olsen for the yard work
- Ralph Liesch for working while challenged with knee problems
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Ministry Council

WEBSITE

4 WAYS TO SEND IN YOUR CONTRIBUTION TO THE
CHURCH:

We have a new and
improved website
design
same
location - just a
different
look
https://cuccnm.org/

1. Yes, the "Donate" button on the website
(www.cuccnm.org) goes through your credit card
or PayPal.
PayPal charges 2.2% plus $.30 a
transaction. Credit cards vary in charges depending on what kind they use. If you feel the church should
not absorb this cost, simply add the fee to your amount
being sent to cover the fee.

You can also view worship by
clicking on "View Live Stream"
from the home page. Or as
usual, it can be found after
worship, later in the day under
"Sermons" - or if you are a
Facebook user - it will be there
as well.

2. To have the bank send a check you need to
go to your bank website and set up a
payament.
You can do a onetime payment or
reoccurring. These checks will go directly to the Church
(Congregational UCC, 1511 Nicolet Blvd, Neenah, WI
54956). The church does not use a form for withdrawing,
but rather individuals work with their bank to "push" a
payment to the church.
3. You can mail the check yourself directly to the
church.
4. Special Offering donations please write the check to
CUCCNM and put in the memo where it is to go. ie: Camp
scholarship

Church Information
1511 Nicolet Blvd.
Neenah Wi 54956
920-725-4873

Accountant’s Corner
July Year to Date
Giving Income

$ 18,415

$ 140,288

1,800

13,027

-

-

$ 20,215

$ 153,315

17,944

122,255

2,271

$ 31,060

Interest + Rents
Other Income

Total Income
Expenses
Difference

$

We are in the Black for the month but
Black for the Year
Thank you to everyone who
has contributed!
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Website: www.cuccnm.org
Pastor
pastor@cuccnm.org
Church Office
office@cuccnm.org
Christian Education Director
ce@cuccnm.org
Time & Talent Coordinator
volunteers@cuccnm.org
Wider Church Contacts:
www.ucc.org
(United Church of Christ)
www.neaucc.org
(Northeast Association )
www.wcucc.org
Wisconsin Conference

Spiritual Life
“Needlers”

Please join us in the church lounge the 3rd Friday of
the month at 1:00pm. Sept 27 This is for anyone
working on a needlework
project (knitting,
crocheting, etc.) or wanting to learn to knit. Some
will be working on Prayer Shawls. All friends and
neighbors are welcome. Everyone will need to be masked. Questions,
contact Laurie Kleist.

Ministry Council
Moderator:
Ann Pabst
Past Moderator:
Kathy Mahoney

BEER AND BIBLE
September 28th
6:00 pm
Stone Arch Brew Pub
1004 S Olde Oneida St, Appleton, WI

Vice Moderator:
Scott Olson
Secretary:
Mary Janness
Accountant: Dave Zernicke
Ministry of Faith Development
Open
Interim Ministry of Service:
Stephanie Vrabec
Ministry of Spiritual Life
Sherri Jischke
Ministry of Stewardship
Kevin Katzman
At Large:
Dan Jischke
Dave Kufahl
Kay Roberts
Church Historian:
Mowry Smith
Communication Coordinator
Marilyn Kostrzak

Missing all colored church kitchen towels.
Did someone take them
home to launder?
Please return if you find
them with your kitchen towels.
There are only a few old ones in the
drawer at church.

Time and Talent Coordinator:
Personnel Committee
Dan Jischke, Steve Stoll,
Marilyn Kostrzak
Pastoral Relations Committee
Chuck Luebke, Steve Ware,
Gary Zurbuchen, Kerry Fox
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THANK YOUS FROM OUR CAMPERS
Thank you so much for helping me pay for
camp I really enjoy this camp and making
friends and memories for a lifetime. I really
enjoy doing night owl for the first time and I
know I want to do it again. I was devastated
when we could not do it last year. Every day
at camp is a new adventure and it is always a
lot of fun. Also it was always the best week of
my summer. I really hope I can do it next
year and make more memories and friends. I
love going to camp and I always wished I
could stay longer. I am always surprised by
what happens there and how much fun I
always have. I always think I could not have
had any more fun, but then next year is
better. Thank you so much for helping me
go to camp and having the time of my life.

Dear Church family,
Thank you so much for your contribution to my
camp experience. I have always loved going to
camp, but this year it was extra special. This
year I made some really strong bonds with
some amazing people and strengthen other
bonds I had from church. We had so much fun,
lots of laughs, inside jokes, shed lots of tears
together and more importantly, made a family
together. Thank you for making this possible
for all of us. I can genuinely say that last week
change my life for the better.
Ethan

Hello Congregation,

Sincerely,

Nolan S.

I apologize for the delay. I chose to wait until
after camp wrapped up so I could give them
more authentic gratitude. With that said, thank
you for the scholarship and such that allowed
me to go. I came back from camp more mature
and with great memories and friends. It
wouldn’t have Been impossible without you.
And I can’t wait to share some camp
experiences with the church. So from the
bottom of my heart thank you.
Sincerely, Alex A.

Here are a few of our Thank you notes
that we have received. Please look on
the bulletin board to see more of them.

Take Out Church
Once a month each family will receive a bag of activities for the youth or
family to do during this COVID time. If you would like to opt out of or start
receiving, Take Out Church, please email Alanna at ce@cuccnm.org
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Note from Church Moderator
Since March of 2020, our world changed. I went on a trip with Lucy to Boulder, CO. We hiked in
the Rockies, ate at restaurants, had a few beers at local breweries, and flew home on March 13th.
What a difference a week makes. The airport had a different feel, people were getting
temperatures taken and hand sanitizer was everywhere. We hadn’t watched much news while on
vacation, so it was a shock. The coronavirus had infiltrated the US.
The next couple of months, I was busy at work attending webinars on what we should do to
protect our workers. All of sudden, you couldn’t find hand sanitizer, disposable masks or toilet
paper. A whole industry sprung up on making cloth masks for front line workers.
15 months later, we brought people back to the office thinking the worst was over. Vaccines were
readily available for all adults and children over 16. The number of infections was down and
hospitalizations and death seemed almost non-existent.
Then the Delta variant reared its ugly head. Infection rates soared and spread like wildfire. Just as
we were starting to feel like our lives were our own again, we heard that it might all start up again.
Everyone has dealt with the pandemic in his or her own way. As a person living alone, I never had
the fear that I could bring the virus home to my loved ones. I always wore a mask when I went out
in public and every day at work. I was fortunate. No one close to me contracted COVID and I
stayed healthy. However, I was nervous going outside of my bubble and angry over how political
the control of the virus became, and felt just deeply sad.

I saw employees who had retired after 40+ years of working at the foundry, contract and die from
COVID a few months later. Loved ones couldn’t visit their family in nursing homes, couldn’t hold a
funeral service, celebrate a child’s college graduation, or visit a newborn baby in the hospital.
I am saying all of this because that is one thing we all share. We all lived through the pandemic
and are continuing to do so. We need to come together and support one another. We need to
say I’m sorry if you feel like you’ve been ignored. I truly believe we all did the best we could. I am
hopeful that we will learn how to live safely with this virus. It will take everyone to be responsible
and think about our fellow human.
The Church Council would like to hold a healing service on September 27th. If you’ve lost a loved
one and were unable to properly mourn that loss, or you lost friendships over the political climate, or you lost your job, or you’re concerned over mounting debt, we want to lift everyone up
to share their story and start the process of healing. More details will be forthcoming on the
healing service. Please reach out to Pastor Dave or a member of the Church Council if you’d like
to share your thoughts or ideas for the service. I love our Church and all who attend. I encourage
us all to reach out to a member you haven’t seen for a while and just check in. Who doesn’t like to
hear, I’ve missed you and am thinking about you!
Ann Pabst
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

5

6

10:15 am
Worship : Indoor

Labor Day
Church office
closed

7

8:00 am
Discussion
Group
11:00 am
Bible Study

8

9

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

10

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

12
10:15 am
Worship :
Outdoor

13
11:30am
Staff
Meeting
7:00pm
Bigger Table

19
10:15 am
Worship :
Outdoor

26
10:15 am
Worship :
Indoor

20
11:30am
Staff
Meeting
7:00pm
Bigger Table

27
11:30am
Staff
Meeting
7:00pm
Bigger Table

14

15

21

28

8:00 am
Discussion
Group
11:00 am
Bible Study
6:00 pm
Beer & Bible

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

17

18

7:00 pm
World Relief
Training

8:00 am
Discussion
Group
11:00 am
Bible Study

8:00 am
Discussion
Group
11:00 am
Bible Study
6:30 pm
Finance

16

11

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

22

23

24

25

6:30 pm
Ministry Council

7-8:30pm

Horizon II AA

29

30

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

11

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

Congregational United Church of Christ
of Neenah / Menasha
1511 Nicolet Blvd.
Neenah, Wi 54956
920-725-4873
www.cuccnm.org
office@cuccnm.org

SEPTEMBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE
10:15 AM

SEPTEMBER 5TH INDOOR SERVICE
SEPTEMBER 12TH OUTDOOR SEVICE
SEPTEMBER 19TH OUTDOOR SERVICE
SEPTEMBER 26TH INDOOR SERVICE
When we are indoors, we will be asking everyone to wear a face covering and
sit in every other pew to maintain physical distance.
We will still be broadcasting service on Fb Live.

Click below to find our FB page
https://www.facebook.com/CONGREGATIONALUCCNEENAHMENASHA
It will be posted on the church website later in the day.
Www.cuccnm.org.
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