August 2021
Gathered by the lake,
we are
Embraced by God
to grow
Empowered by Christ
to care,
Enriched by the Holy Spirit
to celebrate

GLAD TIDINGS!

Congregational United Church of Christ Neenah / Menasha

One of my favorite writers is the deceased but still exuberant Brian Doyle, a Roman Catholic from
Oregon, author of one of my favorite West Coast novels, Mink River, which is filled with lore of
two varieties, Native American and Irish, and features a talking crow. I live in books written by
chroniclers of wonder like Brian Doyle, which makes me feel foolish sometimes because what
good do books do in our angry, shriveled, and violent world in which everyone wields a weapon
they are ready and willing to use? This is a personal question—one I have lived with a long time;
it dates back at least as far as college when my peers were all taking the commuter train to tutor
undernourished children in relentlessly paved sections of Chicago while I read stories in library
carrels or backed up against a tree on the quad. What’s the point of a vocation in words? What
is the point of another devotional or Sunday meditation? I wonder sometimes, often, then I grin
and trust that words come from and return to the Word. In attending to words I hope to know
and describe peaceable Jesus and everything he loves.
Here is a prayer from Brian Doyle’s Book of Uncommon Prayer:
Prayer for the Elderly Woman on the Train Eating One Almond Every Five Minutes for Two Hours
for a Grand Total of Forty Almonds and Believe Me I Counted, Fascinated
_______________
Partly because she was about eight inches away from me and the intricate process of getting the
bag of almonds out of her vast carryall and then choosing exactly the right one and then
chewing that single almond as carefully and slowly as any being has ever in this blessed world
chewed a single nut back to individual atoms is driving me quietly bonkers; but I am fascinated
too because she has slowly and silently reminded me not to be an arrogant idiot. Maybe this is
all the food she has for her journey. Maybe she is a bodhisattva who is trying to remind me to
savor every instant of this wild and lovely life. Maybe she is a saint who is saying to me gently,
Assume nothing, the exterior is a disguise and a costume, and I am a holy being also formed by
the Imaginative One, and here we are together, younger brother, on a train with almonds! Are we
not blessed? Are we not graced beyond words that no one is shooting at us, and we are rushing
magically through the countryside without effort, and our bellies are not shriveled from starvation,
and we are alive and breathing and there is the redolence of almonds between us? And these
things are true and she is right and I grin and feel a tinge of regret when she finishes the bag,
which must have contained exactly forty almonds; did she count them out one by one last night,
(Continued on next page)

staring intently at the small russet oblong glory of each, before sealing the bag? So then I pray
for each of us, that we stare intently at the wilderness of miracles around us every moment, so
very many of them savory. And so: amen.
In time with hope,
Pastor Dave

Pastor Dave will be on vacation :
August 2nd – August 8th
August 16 – August 22n
If you are in need of pastoral assistance
please give the office a call.

Wedding Anniversaries

8/04 Bob Nault
8/04 Joel Toeppler
8/05 Nicole Lutz
8/06 Ellen Montour
8/06 Alyssa Rogoff
8/08 Dan Jischke
8/09 Leon Flesburg
8/12 Kevin Shumann
8/12 Josh Groom
8/15 Dylan L-M.
8/17 Judy Doornbos
8/20 Madison G.
8/21 Sam Chaffin
8/25 Shane Smith
Christopher S.
8/26 Stephanie Swatscheno
8/29 Bryant Wadleigh
8/30 Evie J.
8/31 Aidan H.

August 5th
Becky and Jeff Nichols
August 10th
Audrey and Kent Mosebach
August 12th
Kris and Ken Anderson
August 13th
Denise and Jeff Stewart
August 16th
Erv and Sharon Wegner
August 22nd
Debra and Bruce Janda
August 26th
Ann and Chuck Luebke
August 27th
Pam And Terry Zielinski
August 28th
Leon and Terri Flesburg
August 28th
Mary and Ralph Liesch
We would like to wish all a
happy
birthday or anniversary. If
your birthday or anniversary was
omitted or you would rather not
have it published, please contact
the church office.
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Long time member
Audrey Mosebach
wife of Kent, passed
away July 23rd. Her
service was held in Chilton,
Wi Please keep Kent and
their family in your thoughts
and prayers during this
difficult time.

Summer Office Hours

Monday—Thursday
9:00am—12:00pm

Please keep the
following in your
thoughts
and
prayers:
Audrey
Mosebach
family,
John
Williams, Lee Schuff, Dave
Peperkorn, Shirl Alix, Erv and
Sherri Wegner son Ryan,
Homebound Paul Franke,
John Meier, Bob and Judy
Doornbos.

Spiritual Life
It's hard to believe that it's already
August.
Summer seems to be flying but it
has been amazing to get to worship with you in
person. Whether we are inside or outside I am
so grateful to be able to worship together,
in person. As we continue throughout the
Summer and into the school year it would be
amazing to have you or your kids share your talents with us! If you or one of your kids would
like to share their musical talents of any ability,
let me know! We would love to have your enrich
our services! Stay safe, healthy, and I hope to
see you at our outdoor worship services.
Spencer Jones

CUCCNM is responsible for the Community Table on
Tuesday August17th
We will again use the Perfect Potluck sign up
system. You have the option to bring a hot
casserole to serve 5 people instead of
sandwiches. The casserole can be put into take
away containers on site (containers are provided by
Community Table). Please include other take away items as
noted on the perfect potluck website.
Link: https://www.PerfectPotluck.com/POHI8671

Join Pastor Dave and Spencer
on Sundays at 10:15 am for worship
by going to Facebook or worshiping indoors or outside ,
Click below to find our FB page
https://facebook.com/CongregationalUCCNeenahMenasha/
It will be posted on the church website later in the day.

August Lectionary
August 1st
2 Samuel 11:26 - 12:13a
Psalm 51:1-12
Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15
Psalm 78:23-29
Ephesians 4:1-16
John 6:24-35
August 8th
2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33
Psalm 130
1 Kings 19:4-8
Psalm 34:1-8
Ephesians 4:25-5:2
John 6:35, 41-51
August 15th
1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14
Psalm 111
Proverbs 9:1-6
Psalm 34:9-14
Ephesians 5:15-20
John 6:51-58
August 22nd
1 Kings 8:(1,6,10-11), 22-30,
41-43 a
Psalm 84
Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18
Psalm 34:15-22
Ephesians 6:10-20
John 6:56-69
August 29th
Song of Solomon 2:8-13
Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9
Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9
Psalm 15
James 1:17-27
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23
SEPTEMBER GLAD TIDINGS
DEADLINE
AUGUST 16TH

www.cuccnm.org.
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Note from Church Moderator
Greetings to everyone,
As we start to move into a more normal routine, I want to ask everyone,
what is your normal? We could resume church services and programs
just like we did a few years ago. Or we could take a look at what we could
or should be doing.
Did the church serve you well previously? Or do you want something
more from the church? Was our "normal" good enough? We have a perfect moment in time to
reflect and realize a fresh start for our congregation.
Please think about how you feel about our church. Then write down a few thoughts on what you
want, need or dream about. Perhaps it is practical, like I don't see well, I appreciate a large print
bulletin or song verses projected on the screen. Share these thoughts with the Ministry Council.
You can drop off your notes to the church office, or give them to a Council member.
When we work together, support each other and listen to one another we can accomplish
amazing things!
In peace and love,
Ann

Spiritual Life

Outdoor Worship Dates
August 8th &

August 22nd
Pet Blessing
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Ministry of Faith Development
Sunday School Teachers are Needed for next school year!!
Do you enjoy spending time with kids? Would like
to be a part of our youth’s education?
We are in need of teachers for PreK-1st, 2nd-4th and
Middle School. All teaching roles are done on a monthly
rotation. (in most cases you would only teach once a month)
More volunteers the less work!
If you like hearing the laughter of children and would
like to teach God’s love, please talk to Alanna Smith
today! ce@cuccnm.org

Take Out Church
Once a month each
family will receive a
bag of activities for
the youth or family to
do during this COVID time. If
you would like to opt out of
or start receiving, Take Out
Church, please email Alanna
at ce@cuccnm.org

PILGRIM CENTER & MOON BEACH CAMPERS
What an exciting year to be going to camp! 2 of our campers went back to Camp AweSum at
Moon Beach in June, 3 of our new campers went off to Pilgrim Center in July for
either “MADD” or “& Me” camps and 10 of our experienced campers leave for
Pilgrim Center on August 1st for either “Junior Adventure” or “Night Owl” camp. If
you would like to know more about these camps feel free to ask any of the
campers or Alanna when you see them!
Please keep these kids (and parents) in your prayers as they are reunited with friends at their
favorite camp this summer. Alex A., Chloe A., Luke A., Madelyn B., Maggie B., Drew B.,
Maddison C., Myles C. (and his Grandma), Izzy H., Evie J. (and her Grandma), Ethan M., Tyler M.,
Cassie S., Nolan S. and Quinn S.
Vacation Bible School
It is with a heavy heart that Ministry of Faith Development along with the
VBS sub committee (made up of CUCCNM & First Pres) have decided to
not host VBS this year. This decision was not made lightly, we had a long
conversation about other options, but in the end decided hosting VBS
would not be its usual fun and exciting self with all the COVID limitations
we would have to do. We are all called to care, and safety is our #1 factor.
We plan to bring back VBS in August of 2022.
The following sums up our decision making.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

We would have to be outside.
Limit numbers
No food
No singing
No touching (helping with crafts or science and most games would be
out)
Keep masks on kids (and adults) outdoors when it is hot seems difficult
Keeping socially distance when having fun is not easy!
Find volunteers willing to help with all the conditions.
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A Bigger Table
We
will
start a new
series after
Labor Day,
come join in on the fun!
We meet every Monday
from 7-8pm via Zoom.
Join us for a fun and
intriguing video series
(1/week), each week is
an induvial video, so
come when you can!
For the Zoom invite and
link to the video please
email
Alanna
at
ce@cuccnm.org
or
watch
for
Melanie’s
weekly newsletter for
the zoom link and video
link.

Our Wider World
Help to Refugees
Assisting refugees was one topic that received a lot of
interest at our pre-pandemic Leap into Leadership event. To
make this happen the Church Council has decided to partner
with World
Relief.
A Refugee Fund has also been
established. These funds can be allocated directly to
individual, families or to World Relief.
World Relief was founded as a Commission in 1944 to send
clothing and food to victims of World War II. After the war,
church leaders decided that the War Relief Commission should continue working in post-war
Europe and around the world.
World Relief is now partnering with over 6,000 churches and 95,000 local volunteers to tackle
the world's greatest problems. World Relief has aided forced immigrants for over 75 years,
across 100 countries.
They have been connecting people to the world's greatest
needs—extending compassion to millions of suffering men, women, and children.
Our church is also working with a Congolese mother and son to find suitable housing and
provide other assistance. The mom has physical limitations but is working hard to learn English
and to adapt to life in Wisconsin. Her ten-year-old son is doing well in school.
If you would like to help, please donate to the Refugee Fund by using the
green envelopes in the pews, sending a check to the church office or by going
to https://cuccnm.org/ and using the donate button. If you write a check
please write it to CUCC and put in the memo line refugee.

MINISTRY OF STEWARDSHIP

•

Kevin Schumann for working over the weekend on projects.

•

Engelhardt’s for working on the yard; trim bushes.

•

Don Kleist for monitoring the water drainage with the heavy rains.

•

Dan Jischke and Kevin Schumann for helping with the AC.

•

Dan Jischke for putting in the flooring.

•

Kevin and Marilyn for getting the technology up and running.
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Ministry Council

WEBSITE

4 WAYS TO SEND IN YOUR CONTRIBUTION TO THE
CHURCH:
1. Yes, the "Donate" button on the website
(www.cuccnm.org) goes through your credit card
or PayPal.
PayPal charges 2.2% plus $.30 a
transaction. Credit cards vary in charges depending on what kind they use. If you feel the church should
not absorb this cost, simply add the fee to your amount
being sent to cover the fee.
2. To have the bank send a check you need to
go to your bank website and set up a
payament.
You can do a onetime payment or
reoccurring. These checks will go directly to the Church
(Congregational UCC, 1511 Nicolet Blvd, Neenah, WI
54956). The church does not use a form for withdrawing,
but rather individuals work with their bank to "push" a
payment to the church.

We have a new and
improved website
design
same
location - just a
different
look
https://cuccnm.org/
You can also view worship by
clicking on "View Live Stream"
from the home page. Or as
usual, it can be found after
worship, later in the day under
"Sermons" - or if you are a
Facebook user - it will be there
as well.

3. You can mail the check yourself directly to the
church.
4. Special Offering donations please write the check to
CUCCNM and put in the memo where it is to go. ie: Camp
scholarship
Church Information
1511 Nicolet Blvd.
Neenah Wi 54956
920-725-4873

Accountant’s Corner
June
Giving Income

$

Interest + Rents
Other Income

Total Income

13,407

$ 121,874

1,875

11,226

-

-

$ 15,282

$ 133,100

17,868

104,311

Expenses
Difference

Year to Date

$

(2,586)

$

28,789

We are in the RED for the month but
Black for the Year
Thank you to everyone who
has contributed!
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Website: www.cuccnm.org
Pastor
pastor@cuccnm.org
Church Office
office@cuccnm.org
Christian Education Director
ce@cuccnm.org
Time & Talent Coordinator
volunteers@cuccnm.org
Wider Church Contacts:
www.ucc.org
(United Church of Christ)
www.neaucc.org
(Northeast Association )
www.wcucc.org
Wisconsin Conference

Spiritual Life
“Needlers”

Needlers have taken the summer off. They will
resume their get togethers in September.
Ministry Council

BEER AND BIBLE
August 31st
6:00 pm
Stone Arch Brew Pub
1004 S Olde Oneida St, Appleton, WI

Moderator:
Ann Pabst
Vice Moderator:
Scott Olson
Secretary:
Mary Janness
Accountant: Dave Zernicke
Ministry of Faith Development
Open

WE NEED YOUR HELP!!!

Interim Ministry of Service:
Stephanie Vrabec
•

Sunday School Teachers are needed for next school
year!! We are looking for 1-2 more teachers to co-teach
PreK-1st grade and 1-2 teachers to co-teach 2nd-4th grade. If
you like hearing the laughter of children and would like to
teach God’s love, please talk to Alanna Smith today!
ce@cuccnm.org You would only teach 1 Sunday a month
with an easy pre-written curriculum. Very little planning
needs to be done.

Ministry of Spiritual Life
Sherri Jischke
Ministry of Stewardship
Kevin Katzman
At Large:
Dan Jischke
Dave Kufahl
Kay Roberts
Church Historian:
Mowry Smith

•

Ministry of Service is looking for a volunteer to head up
coffee hour once we go back to indoor service. If you are
interested contact Steph Vrabec stephvrabec@gmail.com

Missing all colored church kitchen towels.
Did someone take them
home to launder?
Please return if you find
them with your kitchen towels.
There are only a few old ones in the
drawer at church.

Communication Coordinator
Marilyn Kostrzak
Time and Talent Coordinator:
Kathy Mahoney
Personnel Committee
Dan Jischke, Steve Stoll,
Marilyn Kostrzak
Pastoral Relations Committee
Chuck Luebke, Steve Ware,
Gary Zurbuchen, Kerry Fox
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

10:15 am
Indoor Worship

11:30am
Staff
Meeting
7:00pm
Bigger Table

8:00 am
Discussion
Group
11:00 am
Zoom
Bible Study
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9

10

10:15 am
Outdoor
Worship

11:30am
Staff
Meeting

8:00 am
Discussion
Group
11:00 am
Zoom
Bible Study

15

16

17

10:15 am
Indoor Worship

11:30am
Staff
Meeting

8:00 am
Discussion
Group
10:30 am

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

11

12

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

13

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

18

19

14

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

20

21

Community Table

11:00 am
Zoom
Bible Study

22

23

24

10:15 am
Outdoor
Worship :
Pet Blessing

11:30am
Staff
Meeting

8:00 am
Discussion
Group
11:00 am
Zoom
Bible Study
6:30 pm
Finance

2910:15 am
Indoor Worship

30

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

25

26

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

27

28

6:30 pm
Ministry Council
7-8:30pm

Horizon II AA
-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

31

11:30am
Staff
Meeting
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Congregational United Church of Christ
of Neenah / Menasha
1511 Nicolet Blvd.
Neenah, Wi 54956
920-725-4873
www.cuccnm.org
office@cuccnm.org

SUNDAY WORSHIP

10:15 AM
We are back to indoor worship.

When we are indoors, we will be asking everyone to wear a face
covering and sit in every other pew to maintain physical distance.
We will still be broadcasting service on Fb Live.

Outdoor Worship
Dates
August 8th &
Aug 22nd
Pet
Blessing

Click below to find our FB page
https://www.facebook.com/CONGREGATIONALUCCNEENAHMENASHA
It will be posted on the church website later in the day.
Www.cuccnm.org.
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