GLAD TIDINGS!

June 2021
Gathered by the lake,
we are
Embraced by God
to grow
Empowered by Christ
to care,
Enriched by the Holy Spirit
to celebrate

Congregational United Church of Christ Neenah / Menasha

So, I’m trying to clean the pastor’s office. I think back to my dad’s offices at various Ford
Motor Company plants. We would sometimes pick him up at work and leave from there for
vacation. I always liked going into his plant and seeing where he worked. One time we came in a
few minutes before he was done working. He had various details to mop up. He had some
departing instructions for one of the accountants who reported to him. He sent a note over his
computer to someone in the company—it was what we call an email today, although the web as
we now know it did not yet exist. Ford had some kind of rudimentary internal communication
system; I was impressed that you could send someone a note electronically. Anyway, the final
thing he did was sweep some documents, papers, reports, and folders off his desk and file them
somewhere. He explained that every evening he wanted to leave a clean desk—that way he could
start fresh every morning.
I was impressed by that, too, but I take after my mom. She saved articles to read later,
piled up things she didn’t know where to put yet, accumulated things that might come in handy
somehow, someway, someday. It has been a long time since I lived in her home, and I was a
child then, but I suppose now she was distractible and creative, singularly-focused, easily bored,
boxed-in and mildly resentful; I know she was compassionate and sensitive, internally
susceptible to external judgment; she probably possessed an active mind and a tendency
toward depression. I’m not sure that all those impressions are accurate, or that they go
together—they seem to strike off in several contradictory directions at variable rates of speed, it
isn’t clear toward what destination they tend... In any case, they probably aren’t neat. Our home
always seemed messier than those of my friends.
A parishioner once told me—the message was insinuated, actually, but the meaning was
clear—that a cluttered office is a sign of a cluttered mind, a lack of organization and direction, an
indicator of poor leadership. No doubt there is some truth in that assessment, maybe even
significant truth, but it isn’t the full truth. It is also true that I am my parents’ son. In my
experience, the applicable clichés are descriptive, accurate, and apt: “the apple does not fall too
far from the tree” and “life is messy.” And, thankfully, the leader(Continued on next page)

ship that matters most in the Church comes from the Holy Spirit, who meets us where we are, as
we are, and makes us one with Christ for glory of God revealed in the benefit, blessing, salvation,
and sacred life of all creation.
So, anyway, I’m trying to clean up the pastoral office—a large effort comprised of a series of
mundane tasks, evoking familial, psychological, institutional, spiritual, and theological
resonance. As my plumber friend, Joe, said once, after he loudly invoked the grace of the holy
family and then burst out of the bathroom in which he was installing our new pedestal sink,
“Say a prayer!”

in time with hope,
Pastor Dave

Wedding Anniversaries

06/04 Steve Stoll
Sue Toeppler
Patty Protsman
Olivia C.
06/10 Clo Shumann
06/11 Kayla Jischke
06/12 Stephani Katzman
06/13 Max K.
06/14 Lois Prosser
Nancy Anderson
06/17 Hunter G.
06/18 Carol Nickels
06/21 Tiffany Mauritz
06/22 Gary Zurbuchen
Alanna Smith
Wyatt B.
06/23 Marilyn Kostrzak
06/26 Wayne Dickson
06/28 Jessica Rogoff.

June 1st
Amy and Dave Kufahl
June 6th
Joel and Susan Toeppler
June 14th
Pat and Kathy Mahoney
June 16th
Paul and LaVerne Franke
June 18th
Jenny and Eric Blankenfeld
June 21
Connie and Tom Regazzi
June 22th
Marty and Jenn Abing
June 24th
Bob and Melanie Nault
We would like to wish all a
happy
birthday or anniversary. If
your birthday or anniversary was
omitted or you would rather not
have it published, please contact
the church office.
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Summer Office Hours
Monday—Thursday
9:00am—12:00pm

Please keep the
following in your
thoughts
and
prayers:
John
Meier, Lee Schuff,
Dave
Peperkorn, Shirl Alix,
Erv and Sherri Wegner son
Ryan,
Homebound
Paul
Franke, John Meier, Bob and
Judy Doornbos.

Spiritual Life
Who's loving the warmer weather? I know I
am savoring every bit of it! While the calendar
may not claim it's officially Summer, I'm declaring it! It is beautiful outside! And with this I am
very excited to be worshipping together via our
outdoor worship. There's nothing quite like
seeing
each
other
and
worshipping as a congregation in person. As we
head into the Summer it would be amazing to
feature some of your, or your kids, musical
talent! Whether it's singing or playing, enhance
our worship by sharing your talents! If you are
interested, let me know! Have an amazing June
and see you at worship!
Spencer Jones

Join Pastor Dave and Spencer
on Sundays at 10:15 am for worship
by going to Facebook or worshiping outside ,
If weather is inclement please sign up below to worship inside.
Click below to find our FB page
https://facebook.com/CongregationalUCCNeenahMenasha/
It will be posted on the church website later in the day.
www.cuccnm.org.

JUNE LECTIONARY
June 6th
1 Samuel 8:4-11, (12-15), 1620, (11:14-15) and
Psalm 138
Genesis 3:8-15 and
Psalm 130
2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1
Mark 3:20-35
June 13th
1 Samuel 15:34 - 16:13 and
Psalm 20
Ezekiel 17:22-24 and
Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15
2 Corinthians 5:6-10, (11-13),
14-17
Mark 4:26-34
June 20th
1 Samuel 17:(1a, 4-11, 19-23),
32-49 and Psalm 9:9-20 or
1 Samuel 17:57-18:5, 18:1016 and Psalm 133
Job 38:1-11 and Psalm 107:13, 23-32
2 Corinthians 6:1-13
Mark 4:35-41
June 27th
2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27 and
Psalm 130
Wisdom of Solomon 1:13-15,
2:23-24 or Lamentations 3:2233 and Psalm 30
2 Corinthians 8:7-15
Mark 5:21-43

SIGN UP FOR INDOOR WORSHIP
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45aca923a2fec07-cuccnm

Remember that the sign up for any given Sunday only
applies if we move worship indoors that day. There is no
cap on outdoor worship. If you need help signing up please
contact the church office.
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JUNE GLAD TIDINGS
DEADLINE
JUNE 10TH

RUMMAGE SALE
RUMMAGE SALE
JUNE 11-12
June 11-12 is the All Church Rummage Sale from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm. We
will need volunteers to help with sorting, marking, set-up
before this
time; then on the day of the sale we need help with checking people out
(taking cash), greeting people (to make sure they are wearing masks) and
help with monitoring the tables in fellowship hall.
Below is a link that provides you with an opportunity to volunteer your time. If you have
questions or comments, please feel free to contact Marilyn Kostrzak (call or text: 920-680-5237)
LINK: https://forms.office.com/r/m2GFB4tdaL
We will continue to collect donated items - so please do so if you are able. The proceeds of the
sale will go to the general programing of the church.
BRAT FRY
We will be hosting our Annual Brat Fry, featuring the famous Jacob’s brats on
Saturday, June 12th. Plan to have lunch with us and help support our two Camp
AweSum volunteers. All proceeds go to paying Chloe Abing & Madelyn
Boehnlein camp dues

Ministry of Service
MINISTRY OF SERVICE UPDATE
The Ministry of Service thanks everyone who participated in Service Sunday on May
16th. We helped with Lake Edge Learning Center outdoor projects, removed invasive species from Menasha Conservancy land , planted flowers in the Doty Island Planters and made
cards for shut-ins. We hope that the focus on caring for God’s Creation will continue for all of
us at CUCCNM.
Community Table is coming on June 15th. Check the website to sign up and for updates
on any plans to return to an inside hot meal. As of now you have the choice of providing
take away bag lunches or hot food separated into containers onsite.
https://www.PerfectPotluck.com/POHI8671

Our monthly Special Offerings have continued on schedule throughout this year as we
continue our support for many non-profits. Please watch for announcements of upcoming
opportunities to help local charities in this time of need.
Ministry of Service is looking for additional help in several areas of service including
someone to organize our Sunday fellowship hour once we return to the church building.
This is a very supportive and engaged ministry where many hands make the work light in all
areas of service!
Please join us! Contact Stephanie Vrabec at stephvrabec@gmail.ocm (920) 915-2982 for more information or to attend our next meeting June 14th, 7:00 PM to see what we are all about! We meet only
4 times a year.
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Ministry of Faith Development
FAMILY OUTING
We will be celebrating the end of the Sunday School
year with a picnic and mini golfing on Sunday, June
6th. Please join us following Sunday worship, outside on our church lawn for a picnic lunch
(to be Covid safe, we are asking families to provide
their own food). Those who would like to join us for
Mini golf, we will head over to On the Fringe by noon. Please RSVP
to Alanna at ce@cuccnm.org

CONFIRMATION CLASS
We celebrated with the
2020/21
confirmation
class
and
their
journey on May 2nd.
Congratulations to Drew
B., Maggie B., Izzy H., Cait K.,
Ethan M., and Nolan S.
Welcome!

SUMMER CAMP
It is not too late to register for Summer Camp, go to
https://ucci.org/ to find the perfect camp for you,
your child or your family. Camp is for ALL ages, so
hurry up and register now! If you need help or have any questions,
please don’t hesitate to ask. ce@cuccnm.org
As of April we have 2 young adults attending Camp AweSum as
volunteers,12 attending various Pilgrim Center camps &
1 Grandma and Me attending Pilgrim Center. That is 16 campers…
do you want to be #17????

CAMP SCHOLARSHIPS
Just a reminder, if your child is
interested in receiving a camp
scholarship a copy of your
registration form or receipt
must be turned into the
Christian Education office. If this
is not done it will be assumed
by the Camp Scholarship sub
ministry that your child does not
wish to receive a scholarship
award. Most scholarships are
50% of camp cost per recipient.
Please email the registration to
ce@cuccnm.org

PILGRIM CENTER & MOON BEACH CAMPERS
This year we have 12 campers going to Pilgrim Center, and an
additional 2 campers going to Grandparent’s and Me camp at
Pilgrim Center. We have 2 campers going to Moon Beach to
volunteer at Camp AweSum this summer. Camp AweSum is a
wonderful camp for families with children on the spectrum. Out
of the 16 campers, 12 are “regulars” at Pilgrim Center or Moon
Beach. We are very excited for the 4 new campers, we are sure
these camps will become tradition for you as it has for the others!
Please keep these kids (and parents) in your prayers as they are
reunited with friends at their favorite camp this summer. Alex A.,
Chloe A., Luke A., Madelyn B., Maggie B., Drew B., Maddison C.,
Myles C., Izzy H., Evie J., Caiti K., Ethan M., Tyler M., Cassie S.,
Nolan S. and Quinn S.

Take Out Church Once a
month each family will
receive a bag of activities for the
youth or family to do during this
COVID time. If you would like to
opt out of Take Out Church,
please
email
Alanna
at
ce@cuccnm.org.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Ministry of Faith Development has made the hard decision to hold off on VBS again this year. They felt
VBS would not be its usual fun and exciting self with all the COVID limitations we would have to do. They
plan to bring back VBS in August of 2022.

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS ARE NEEDED FOR NEXT SCHOOL YEAR!!
Do you enjoy spending time with kids? Would you like to be a part of our youth’s
education?
We are in need of teachers for PreK-1st, 2nd-4th and Middle School. All teaching roles are
done on a monthly rotation. (in most cases you would only teach once a month) If you like
hearing the laughter of children and would like to teach God’s love, please talk to Alanna
Smith today! ce@cuccnm.org
Thank you for your many years of service Bridget Balogh and Dave Peperkorn; we have been blessed
to have you as our children’s teachers.
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Ministry of Faith Development
GRADUATES!!!!
We have 2 High School Graduates; Nick Aliota. & Henry Balogh.
We have 2 Graduate School Graduates; Kayla Jischke & Jacob Nault
They all will receive a card and a key chain with a picture of our church
on one side and the coordinate of the church of the other side.
(picture credit goes to Pastor Marty Carney) We are SO proud of you all!
Those who were able, told us a little bit about what their plans are after graduation.
Name, age, and school: Henry Balogh, age 18, graduated from Neenah High School.
What do you plan to do next: Attend UW-Milwaukee in the fall for a degree in Architectural
Design.
Favorite memories from youth: Rummage sale day, building LEGO’s and summer camps.
Favorite Church memories: Service Sundays, camp Sundays and Pilgrim Center Summer
Camp.
What will you miss most about your school: The friend I met along the way and the overall
experience of high school; being in the moment and having fun.
Name, age, and school: Jacob Nault, age 26, graduated from Eden Theological Seminary,
St. Louis, MO
What do you plan to do next: This summer, I will be doing a Clinical Pastoral Education unit at
Aurora Medical Center in Oshkosh, then preparing to enter the UCC Search and call process for
pastoral ministry.
Favorite memories from youth: Going to camp.
Favorite Church memories: Singing in the choir
What will you miss most about your school: I will miss the beautiful community of friends I
have made, I will miss weekly chapel services with our worship team and our amazing music director. I really want to go back and visit .

A BIG THANK YOU
Ministry of Faith Development would like to say Thank You to
Bridget, Dan, Henry, and Maggie Balogh for all their
volunteer duties they have preformed in the many years
here. They will be greatly missed by CUCCNM and we wish
them the best in their new adventures in Michigan.
Bridget has been a Sunday School and VBS teacher for over
10 years, she has sat on the Ministry of Faith Development
board for over 10 years and was chair of the board for the last
2 years. Dan has helped out with the youth in various ways
throughout the years and both Henry and Maggie have been volunteers at VBS each summer
for many years.
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Note from Our Seminarian
Dear Friends,
Allow me to reintroduce myself! I am Jacob Nault, MDiv!!!! I graduated from Eden Theological Seminary in St. Louis with my Master
in Divinity degree on May 14. I am glad to be counted among many
mentors and friends in the group of Eden Seminary alumni. Our
former pastors Rev. Lynne Spencer Smith and Rev. Art Wille attended Eden, and I have been thankful to both of them for their
compassionate care and wise counsel.
And yet my preparation for ordained ministry in the United Church of Christ is not yet over! On
May 25, I began my summer Clinical Pastoral Education program at Aurora Medical Center in
Oshkosh. This is a summer-long intensive internship program where I learn more about the
practice of pastoral care in an environment where there is a high level of challenge and crisis. In
the process, I will learn about my own tendencies towards pastoral care: why I do what I do and
say what I say, and how I can be more effective. As you can imagine, this is very difficult, but
everyone I’ve talked to has said it taught them to be a more effective ministry leader. I am going
through this program with seminarians who serve locations statewide in the Aurora healthcare
system. My colleagues represent multiple denominations and life experiences, which will no
doubt greatly impact my ministerial formation.
There are other steps in the process after that, but that’s for another article! I will remain in
Neenah until I find a church job!
For now, I ask that you continue to keep my colleagues and I in prayer. We are doing this difficult
work so we can be better prepared to assure others of the presence of God in their lives, even
(and especially) in times when God’s presence may be difficult to discern.
With love and thanksgiving,
Jacob Nault

WEBSITE
We have a new and improved website design - same location - just a different
look https://cuccnm.org/

You can also view worship by clicking on "View Live Stream" from the home
page. Or as usual, it can be found after worship, later in the day under
"Sermons" - or if you are a Facebook user - it will be there as well.

If you have set up reoccurring donations, you will have to re-enter your
information - but everything else works the same. We welcome your feedback
and suggestions to make the site easier to use; just select "contact" from the
menu on the site and you can send us a message.
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Ministry Council
3 WAYS TO SEND IN YOUR CONTRIBUTION TO THE
CHURCH:
1. Yes, the "Donate" button on the website goes
through your credit card or PayPal.
PayPal
charges 2.2% plus $.30 a transaction. Credit cards
vary in charges depending on what kind they use. If you feel
the church should not absorb this cost, simply add the fee to
your amount being sent to cover the fee.
2. To have the bank send a check you need to
go to your bank website and set up a payment. You can do a onetime payment or reoccurring. These checks will go directly to the
Church (Congregational UCC, 1511 Nicolet Blvd, Neenah, WI
54956). The church does not use a form for withdrawing, but
rather individuals work with their bank to "push" a payment to
the church.
3. You can mail the check yourself directly to the church.
Now more than ever, we have witnessed that the
church is not just the building in which we gather
on Sunday morning, but the church is the people

Accountant’s Corner
Giving Income
Interest + Rents
Other Income
Total Income
Expenses
Difference

April
Year to Date
$ 21,241
$ 93,404
1,850
7,351
$ 23,091 $ 100,755
16,313
69,101
$ 6,777 $ 31,655

To my Church Family.
This is my last
Moderator
Moment. My term
has ended. I now
will
be
Past
Moderator and as such will
continue on the Council for 1
more year.
I’ve certainly
enjoyed being Moderator
and
working
with
the
excellent Council we have
had. And I’m pleased to turn
the reins over to Ann Pabst,
as she will do a super job
with our new leaders and
those who will be continuing
their terms. I’m also looking
forward to seeing you all in
church – In Person!!
Blessings, Kathy Mahoney,
Past Moderator
Church Information
1511 Nicolet Blvd.
Neenah Wi 54956
920-725-4873
Website: www.cuccnm.org
Pastor
pastor@cuccnm.org
Church Office
office@cuccnm.org
Christian Education Director
ce@cuccnm.org
Time & Talent Coordinator
volunteers@cuccnm.org
Wider Church Contacts:

We are in the Black!
Thank you to everyone who
has contributed!

www.ucc.org
(United Church of Christ)
www.neaucc.org
(Northeast Association )
www.wcucc.org
Wisconsin Conference
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Spiritual Life
“Needlers”

Needles have taken the summer off. They will
resume their get togethers in September.
Ministry Council

BEER AND BIBLE
June 29th
6:00 pm
Stone Arch Brew Pub
1004 S Olde Oneida St, Appleton, WI

Moderator:
Ann Pabst
Vice Moderator:
Scott Olson
Secretary:
Mary Janness
Accountant: Dave Zernicke
Ministry of Faith Development
Open
Interim Ministry of Service:
Stephanie Vrabec
Ministry of Spiritual Life
Sherri Jischke

WE NEED YOUR HELP!!!
•

•

Sunday School Teachers are needed for next school
year!! We are looking for 1-2 more teachers to co-teach
PreK-1st grade and 1-2 teachers to co-teach 2nd-4th grade. If
you like hearing the laughter of children and would like to
teach God’s love, please talk to Alanna Smith today!
ce@cuccnm.org You would only teach 1 Sunday a month
with an easy pre-written curriculum. Very little planning
needs to be done.
Min of Stewardship is in need of a secretary to take
notes once a month. Finance usually meets the Tuesday
before the 4th Thursday of every month at 6:30.

Duties include : taking notes and providing the minutes in a
timely manner and voting on committee votes. Nothing
else. If you are interested please contact Kevin Katzman
kkatzman@pioneerretailsystems.com
•

Ministry of Service is looking for a volunteer to head up
coffee hour once we go back to indoor service. If you are
interested contact Steph Vrabec stephvrabec@gmail.com
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Ministry of Stewardship
Kevin Katzman
At Large:
Dan Jischke
Dave Kufahl
Kay Roberts
Church Historian:
Mowry Smith
Communication Coordinator
Marilyn Kostrzak
Time and Talent Coordinator:
Kathy Mahoney
Personnel Committee
Dan Jischke, Steve Stoll,
Marilyn Kostrzak
Pastoral Relations Committee
Chuck Luebke, Steve Ware,
Gary Zurbuchen, Kerry Fox

MINISTRY OF STEWARDSHIP

THANK YOU’ S FROM MINISTRY OF STEWARDSHIP

Thankfulness to the following individuals:
•

John La Prairie for work on classroom drapes.

•

Taylor’s Douglas (LE) dad for helping clean up the LE grounds and mulching the fence line.

•

Ralph Liesch for weekly work mowing the lawn and picking up debris.

•

Kevin Shumann for cleaning the roof and gutters on all of the flat roofs.

•

Thank you to Kevin Katzman for helping with Heartland training

•

Thank you to Ron Roberts for assisting Pam Zielinski with providing updated trial balances
needed for reconciling accounts.

•

Thank you to the anonymous donor for the new freezer costing $717.00.

FOR A LAUGH
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SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

1

2

3

4

5

11:00 am
Zoom
Bible Study
7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

6

7

8

10:15 am
Worship:

11:30am
Staff
Meeting

11:00 am
Zoom
Bible Study

9

10

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

11

9:00am-3:00pm
All Church Rummage Sale
7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

13

14

15

10:15 am
Worship:

11:30am
Staff
Meeting

10:30 am

12

16

17

BRAT FRY
7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

18

19

Community Table

11:00 am
Zoom
Bible Study

20

21

22

10:15 am
Worship:

11:30am
Staff
Meeting

11:00 am
Zoom
Bible Study
6:30 pm
Finance

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

23

24

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

25

26

6:30 pm
Ministry Council
7-8:30pm

Horizon II AA

7-8:30pm
Horizon II AA

27

28

29

10:15 am
Worship:

11:30am
Staff
Meeting

11:00 am
Zoom
Bible Study
6:00 pm
Beer & Bible

30
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Sign up for
in-person
worship
attendance
if outside
worship is
canceled

https://
www.signupg
enius.com/
go/10c0c45a
ca923a2fec0
7-cuccnm

Congregational United Church of Christ
of Neenah / Menasha
1511 Nicolet Blvd.
Neenah, Wi 54956
920-725-4873
www.cuccnm.org
office@cuccnm.org

SUNDAY WORSHIP
Sign up for Indoor
worship
If weather is inclement
See page 3 for sign up

Outdoor Worship
Every week
weather permitting

Join Pastor Dave and Spencer
on Sundays at 10:15 am for worship by going to Facebook
Click below to find our FB page
https://www.facebook.com/CONGREGATIONALUCCNEENAHMENASHA
It will be posted on the church website later in the day.
Www.cuccnm.org.
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